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INTRODUCTION 



The aim in the preparation of this volume is tu bring 
togetber a complete editioii of the Anas in a single vol- 
ume. 

We became fully sonsihle of the difficultie'^ tn bo mrt 
and overcome at the outset, aud gave up the idea of 
making merely a reprint from the incomplete and scatter- 
ed amnienietit in tbe edition authorised by Ckmgfew 
and printed in 1854. 

By the courtesy of the Department of State we were 
granted access to the Jefferson manuscripts in the ar- 
dhives of the Departinent "with the |»ivilege of copying 
for publication." After comparing former edltiotis of 
TffFerson''; writings which contqin the anas ^vith rach 
other and with the original lunnuscripts, we feel grati- 
fied by the belief that wc have be<rn able to bring to- 
gether tiie fint complete edition in a tingle volttme of 
theie crisp, intercstiiig and famous private tiotes, opltt- 
inns and con|ectltfes of thiat celebmted statesman and 
author. 

Apart from his methodical liatnt of presernng copies 
of his volnminiMis official correspondence, opinions, and 

public documetits, Jefferson tells us in the preface to the 
revised "notes," that, sometime after entering upon the 
duties of his new office as the first Secretary of State in 
1788, he began to fot down the "passing transactions" in 
SId of his memory, "oiM loose scraps of paper, taken out 
of my porVet in the moment, and Inid by to be copied 
fair at leisure, which, however, they hardly ever were." 
The earliest of these memoranda bears the date of Aug. 
I8k 1791. Attd, tiioas^ most of tliem and the most im- 
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portant tho, were wxitten between thb date and Dec> 
81, 1798, wlm lie migned the Secretaryship, he con- 
tinued to add "scraps" from time to time down to the 
close of his second term as President, the last bwiring 
the date Feb. 25, 1809. 

IndieintrodiictioiitoliiafeviaionofliiiaotMio 1818« 
beginning with page twenty-two of the present volume, he 
explains how and why they were put into the form in 
which they still exist in his own familiar handwriting. 
Ill the mnloo he did not bring together into « Kpamte 
OTder or folio these memcnmnda of oonvemtiona with his 

co-workers, colleagues and opposers, their personal 
opinions and utterances, with his own replies, inferences 
and suspicions; but allowed them to remain scattered 
tbcoagfa three large folios. These peisdnal and private 
opfaiions, a sort of confidential diary, be named Anas, 
a meaningless and indefinite title Hence one difficulty 
to the collector in determining what to admit and what 
not 

. Ageio, thrfakiiiglrom tnkint too grant liberty with his 
loodiMee for the use of the cooinui la punctuation, we 

have ventured to omit or change one here and there only 
where clearness demands the change. In the matter of 
■fafaKVietioiis we have used greater freedom and followed 
the edition of bis writings edited by H. A. Waddngton 

and published by order of the Joint Committee of Con- 
gress on the Library in 1853-4. Abbreviated v.'ords and 
phrases, so convenient and essential in the haste oi note- 
taking, are^ thcrelaK, wiUten out in full. We have 
thought hii method of ebbievlatlon nifildently Inter- 
esting and important, however, to insert one of the anas 
without change of any kind which will be lound under 
dale of Jan. 8, 1805. We have also inserted several 
stttofnpb pagee for a like purpoee. What the test 
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amy lote in vigor tnd f r et hneig it m<Mre than g:ained 
k graee tad l^UHty. 

Jpfferson USuaTly ■wT-jfes with the terseness of the 
journalist, the keen observation of character and clear- 
ness of the scientist and philosopher, and the l^;al ac- 
ctmqr of tite ikOled attomey. In tibt Asm Us titylit It 
Aon oolloqttitl and mihMitathigly ctitp, dear and vigDl-- 
ous. 

The critical period between the close of the revolution 
tad ^ final adotitioii of Vhk OotltlltitUoil lnid« iiodd> 
BaUy at least, just closed. During those fateful four or 
more years, the un-United colonies and rising states had 
been drifting, individually and in groups, in every di- 
rection in search of a form of government suited to the 
new co«dHio B a;aiid all were fast drifting toward anarchy. 
Ai a continuation of those turbulent, uncertain yeart» 
the Anas lift the veil of privacy and take us into the itiner 
private circle of that small group on whom the fate ol 
tba new ttatloa retted during Wtsliington's fttst «d- 
llilttlttnitlon, and the fifteen following years. These 
wrrp days of diabolical sctiemtnK- on the part of men vrho 
were strongly tinctured with inonarchical ideas while 
professing to serve and even while engaged in admin- 
ItUting ^ lidli ftmctlont of tqndfalkan g ovtf n n ient; 
dAyS when the tiltimate type of gwenunent yet 
tms^tllrd, and g^rnve dotihtS were held by the ablest 
statesmen at home and abroad as to the final tttoects 
and triumph of the New World experiment. 

Alexander RamdtoQ was Sec r e tat y of the Treasury 
at the time, Henry Kooz Seoetary of War, and Bd- 
murd Rardolph Attorney General. These three, whose 
opinions are so often referred to and so freely iutet- 
pcdad in tbe text, together with Jeffenon, fomad 
Waiblngton't fint Cabinet. They differed widely In 
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opinions al tunes and bitterly, hs is well known and 
evident. The impartiai student wiU read Hamiitua'4 

mterpreUtiao of fbe Conatitutioii la tlie Fedenliat 
papers and liii personal opinions and views as well as 

those of Adams, and others on the perplexing questions 
of the tunes, in their own writings before giving a final 
verdict. 

It is also true that Jefferson felt that he stood almost 
ilooc, the rank iqniUioftn end refonner, trying to carry 
hie favorite doctrine of imtiifBl rights to the doubtful 

eminence of making them overtop and include all other 
rights. His ideals were radical for the times and ten- 
dencies of which be writes. But sotueboWi they apr 
pMled to the popular and groyving aentiment of the 
masses and ingratiated themselves uito the hearts and 
confidences of the people. J. Wni. Purton says in his 
preface to his admirable life of Tf!0!na<5 Jefferson; "If 
Jefferson was wrong, America is wrong; it America is 
fil^t, JeflFerson was right." His genius more than that 
of any other single individual put the seal of republican- 
ism on the nation's character and institutions and in- 
stilled the spirit of pure democracy into American life. 
He fpcused the democratic elements on definite objects 
and prindplca and became thdr gieat champion. At 
the same time he was unionist, legislator, skillful dipto* 
mat, publicbt, great commoner, statesman and hus- 
bandman; castle-builder and idealist, and cunningly 
shiewd next to Franklin; at times he was acbenUnf, 
temporizing, timid, cowanUy, sensitive, mofUdly jeal> 
cus of his opponents and rivals and gloriously incon- 
sistent, if you like But his loyalty and integrity were 
never questioned. His faith was grounded in tbc com- 
mon people. believed that* "the world is fovctacd «r 
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too much" and, "that government is best which 
govenu Icait" 

"Recognition of what he endeavored to accomplish 
explains many of hia appftrent inconsistencies The 
dominant principles of his creed were that all powers 
belong to the people, and that governments, constitu- 
tional laws, preeedenU and all other artificial dogs and 
"protections," are entitled to respect and obedience only 
as they fiilfillprl their limited function of aiding — not 
curtailing — the greatest freedom of the individual. For 
this tttMm he held tfant no power cadited to bind the 
'peofle or posterity, «eqit by their own acts. For this 
reason was the strict construer of the national consti- 
tution where he believed it destructive of personal 
ftcedom; and comtmed it libertllj where it threatened 
to Hnit the devdopment of the peof^. He was the 
defender of the state governments, for he regarded them 
as a necessary division for local self-government and as 
natural checks on the national power, and so a safe- 
.gnaid to the people. That he appealed to thett in hit 
tesoltttiolia of 1708. was because he believed the people 
for once ttnable to net for fhpir own interest, nnd the 
theories of that paper are a radical and short-lived con- 
tradiction of his true beliefs. Because he believed the 
national jndiciaty and the national bank to be oppoaed 
to the will of the people, he attacked them. Because 
he believed he was furthering the popular will, he inter- 
fered in the legislative department and changed office- 
holdeia. Because he wished them free to think and 
act, he fa'vored separation from England, abolition of 
slavery, free lands, free education, frccdorn of religion, 
and the largest degree of local self-govcrnment.^His 
methods and results were not always good. His char- 
acter and conduct had many Mrioui flaws. Yethiaome 
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•ubtlc way the people uodentood bim, and forgave in 
Un w ttto iiw e i iad ddteta tkej lim widon m> 
dooed. And cfcntwlljr thli jndpocnt win tudvemtty 

obtain, as the fact becomes clearer and clearer, that 
neither national independence, cor sUte sovereignty, 
?rith the oational and party rancors that attach to them, 
««« tlie cODtiollinK aim tod attempt of hlf life; tlMt no 
pitty V temporary advantage was the object of hit 
endeavors, but that he fotight'forjUlC^evCreadttrillC pcivf* 
^ge of personal freedom."* 



BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 

TfaomM Jeffenon was bom In tlie foot-lifllc of the 
Blue Ridfe If olintaiBt st Stwdwdl in AlbcnMile Cotmty, 

Virpnia. April 2, 1743. 

He spent his entire life, except when away on olHcial 
duties, on the plantation of his birth and here died July 
4t IIKM, aged 83 yean. i 

His father, Peter Jefferson, was of Welsh descent and 
Miadc his own way in the world by sheer force of char- 
acter. He married Jane Randolph of Scotdi descent, 
a daughter of one of the oldest and proudest of dd Vk- 
glnhi fini9ies> 

He became surveyor, held the most important cotinty 
offices, was r man of the people, forceful, and sociable in 
business. He died Aug. 17, 1857, when Thomas was 
fourteen. 

Thomas was the oldest son and hilietitcd most of his 
father's property. He had been encotirape<l by hh father 
in taking mOch otit-door exercise and life and was fond 
of shooting and fox hunting and became au expert 
liotaenian, even for a Virginlatt. 

At the age of 19, he was graduated from William and 
Mary's College, Williamsburg, Va. He read law under 
Geo. Wythe, of Williamsburg, a man eminent as a law- 
yer Slid nottd as having had as students in his law office 
James Madison, Patrick Henry, nod Jirfui Haiihall irfio 
afterwards becunie Secretary of State and Chfef Jnstke 
of the United States. 

At Williamsburg Jefferson associated with men much 
older flian Hmsdf, bnt men of ability and of great Wm' 
tMty in natters of tboniitt and itUgiutt. He Inherited 
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fmn hb &ther 1900 aoei of land «iid forty or fifty 

slaves Thiring his few years practice of the law, before 
getUog luuch into public life aad affairs, be increased his 
laud holdings to 5000 acres. 

\ At the age of twenty-nlno he metried ICrs. Ifortha 

Skdton, a charmiiig young widow of twenty-three. On 
h«r father'3 death soon after the marriage she inherited 
iOOO acres together with one hundred thirty-five slaves. 
But in the ecfemony JeffBtaon Mem to hove nuKiied 
fff M i ri i t PBih l p lndcbtediieie alto, tot he was still nenrfaff 
off the old debts twenty years later. 
( He had been admitted to the Bar, and began the prac- 
tice of law in 1767. Two years later be was elected to 
the HooM of Burgesses lioai hii nativo Oottsty of Albe- 
maiH Md in aeventeen^aefeaty-tfasee he waa te^elceted. 
The next advance was to a seat in the Continental Con- 
gress at Philadelphia, which he took in June two years 
later. He held his seat in that memorable body through 
the loUowhig winter and spring, took a deep Joteicat hi 
its ddibeiatJons and served on a number of hnportant 
committees. According to Jefferson's account, on June 
10th, 1776, John Adams, Dr. Franklin, Roger Sherman, 
Robert E. Uvingston and himself were appointed a 
ooounittee to prepare a decfairatioii of independedoe. 
The committee desired Jefferson to make the diaft which 
be did and in the discharge of this trust prepared the 
most profound public dociunent ever written — the 
Declaration of Independence. It was approved by the 
committee and seported by its jUostrioua author to 
Congress on Friday, June twenty-eighth. 

Having- been elected a third lime to the Legislature 
oi Vugiuia from his native County, he resigned his seat 
hk Congress September seocod and took hia ieal in the 
Legislature eariy in October of the same eventful year. 
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la 1770 lie*inu tSuttn Governor of Vtrgliife mud at tiw 
tsfrfmtioa of liis office^ four years later, ms agda deeted 

to Conjrrpss. Ne^t he sirccepded Dr. Franlclm as Min- 
ister to France in seventeen-hundred cighty-nve and 
remained in Paris the four fullowioi; years; when on his 
tc^^tioo afid retuni be becftme the llrtl Secretary of 
State. Hia radically democratic views met with stern 
opposition among hh colleagues in the Cfihinet und tie 
resigned the Secretaryship the last day of Decembitr 
tiefocc tlie close of Warfdngtoti'a fb»t admiiiibtntloii. 
In the election which placed John Adana in the I^esi- 
dtntial diair at the end of Washirij^ton's second term, 
Jefferson had the next highest number of votes and be- 
came vice President and was thus made Speaker of the 
Senate. 

Pnhlic aenthnent had gftown so f ivorahle to hia ideaa 

of government and to the so-called "Jeffersonian prind- 
pies," that he was elected Prp'^ident in 1801. He was 
re-elected four years later and al the close of his second 
tcnn. Mar. 4, 1800, he letiied to his catate of Montfedk^ 
iivo miles from CharlottesvlUe, adjolnfaig Shadardl the 
spot of his birth. He never loitni^red outside tiie ttote 
again. 

The remaining years of his life were not idle onps His 
views of education were as far in advance of the times as 
had been his ideaa of tepuUiean government a qtuuter 
of a eentnrjr before. A thoconghly equipped Uoiveralty 
for his beloved Virginia now became the darling of his 
hopes and the goal of his ambition. He gave to it of 
his means, gave his time and personal supervision, and 
lived to see the legldatnte paas the act hi 1819 whidi 
founded the "Univeraity of Viiifaiia." He was chosen 
one of the Board of Ovctaesfi, M made its first legent 
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and saw the inslitution formally opened in the spring 
of 1826 with a corps of able pnifesson and a goodly roll 
of students. 

In Mardi of the fdlowinc ycnr liis physical liealth be* 

gaa to decline. The great dock was xuxtahig down. 
And as the fiftieth anniversary of the achievement of 
American independence came on the sun of his life, se- 
rene, peaceful, and beautiful, sank beycmd the clouds 
near nid'day of July 4th, 182tt. Over Ua gmve wu 
erected a modest obelisk of his own designing and OH 
it was inscribed the epitaph, written by himself: 

"Htre vtas burttd Thomas Jefferson, author of iht 
Didaniitm of Indtp t nd t fice, of tihSiiUiiU of Vtrgmia 
for f^ifMitt frndom, and fatlur «/ iht Umttniiy of Ktr« 
gtnio." 

Jefferson's manner of life, while not ostentatious for 
that time and pUce, was elegant. He had his coach- 
•nd-fow, his French cook and Freo^ dlahei, except 
during the first two yean of hb pieiideneyi and dreaaed 
neatly and elegantly. 

He had a profound belief in the common people, he 
believed that an uneducated plowman was as likely to 
dfidde rightly on quaitiow of inorala aa a philosopher 
and that the naM of the people were fitted to take a full 
part in the government At the same time he kept his 
slaves, loved a good tabl^ and good wines and thoroughly 
enjoyed the society of his aristocratic neighbors and 
frioida. In fact hia cooaectioa with the maiiea waa at 
arm's length. He craved popuUuity, was very sensi- 
tive to criticism, dreaded and shunned anything which 
involved personal contumacy or contest. He was an 
ekfBSt writer, yet ha wrote but one book and that wa| 
not oflghially intended to be paliUilied; aad he hp- 
qinntly aaaerted that he never wrote an article for tlie 
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iwwspftpera. thodglt & fine talker lii « stnttll party, he 

AiMhA* flHAfli* AfcWlillai — *- — ^ 

. never mm pamic ■pBeom. 

Pprtiaps no man ^las e^^er hepn able to Kftd ftod judfS 
public sentiment better than JefTer^on 

Estimates of his character differ so widely and seem 
to ineeoodtable tltftt we ptcfer to quote hiom Ut lilo- 
pmhat uaA aUttw tbe tcader to fetm bit own eoiicltt- 



**Jeflenc»i is not so much the perfect man as the per* 
leetdtiaeii. AtttimtilieliaaIrfidefBela;M«citiaeiilie 

is as flawless as A tt»t."-~A^«d Hmny Lnritt Btmf* 
hodyf Magatine, Dee. 1902 

"Jefferson it nsttally conceded to be the shrewdest 
fwHttriiii tlilt countty 1mi twtt ptodoccd; ftiid Iw te> 
torted to measured fdddi ivolild twt be tolerated by thk 
generation 1 1 is personal correspondencf^ and the con- 
fidential diary which he kept tinder the title of "Anas" 
prove that he used underhand methods and wat com- 
tnonlyeogeged in intripn oot only against hk boUeagiies 
K ili the Cibinet, but even agtimt Washington, whose 
loyattv and confidence in him Were Complete. He ha3 
been accused of shielding himself Ulce a coward behind 
a clerk in his department who was allowed to publicly 
MHdl the chatMter «i w^ U the coodiiet of Wmifaing^ 
ton but it really required more courage for Jefferson 
to stj??taiii Freneau under the circumstances thnn to dis- 
charge him. Further more, he freely accused his offi> 
eki m odat et of ttCMoo. He openly charged Hamiftoil 
with eonspiracy to ov e rt hto w the republic and set up a 

morinrchy. He dectarrd that Hamilton's infittenre in 
Congress was obtained by bribery and corruption by 
the use of government funds and bonds. No other 
- PitiridflBt hi the ionf Vt/t of Anmicwi nden woold have 
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submitted to Mich audadty, for Je£Fenon was an^hing 
but a Coward. But Washington confided in his loyalty 
and admired bis ability, and bis {>ersoaal a£[ectioa was 
never ifli]Miicd« altlumgli ttuk idetloii* im tinee «f 
the merest conrtety efter JeAenott't leCiieiiieat horn 
the Cabinet."— C«rhV 

"Jefferson, like most great administrators, bad quite 
probably his crafty side. A quick disceruer of character, 
be was sensible to every symptom of peieooaJ didike or 
disaffection."— 'Tidomor/^irMiik" by J»m§M ScAmIst. 

"He dearly loved to draw up a plan of battle, and he 
dearly loved to see some one else do the fitting. Gen- 
^e, prudent, politic; he shrank instinctyidy from quar- 
rds, angry ddiates, and personal ooIUsions. The dash 
of ideas was music to bis ears; and, in marshalling the 
cohorts of one principle agrainst another on paper he was 
Napoleonic. When, however, it came to a dash of men 
or wtoi tlie dlMsnaiioQ of Uees degenenttcd into per- 
smieHtlf , Ife. Jeftenon prefered to soar above thestomu' 
and let it rag:e heneafb liini/'<-*rAMMV Jtfttnim, 
Thomas E. Watson. 

> "It was never Jeffmon's habit to attiick others when 
»ea tavM. be Ibiiail to do It lor bim. Wbai be wUhe4 
to denotinoe the Government, he brought fftutm to 
Philadelphia When he wished to denounce neutrality 
he drew in Madison." — McAf aster's History of the U. S 

"He shrank with almost femiiune repugnance from 
oensure and tnmoilr but vriieo tiie ooeaaloa demanded 
it, he faced even these with perfect courage and resoln 
tion. His course as Secretary nf State, and his enforce- 
ment of the embargo are examples." — Thomas Jtf- 
f arson hyH.C.Mtrmn, 

"Hewaasoaetinieabiiiaeciie,fencnittjrpn)oeto ihan 
bnrt and danger to biniidf ; but iioni Uie tine ^Aum be 
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bcgitt bis gtcst refonM la the VlifiliiA Boute of Bur- 

geilM, the gtmeral tendency and large ttiiM of tiis pur- 
poses and policy held with much steadiness in the noble 
direction of a perfect humanitarianism. To this day 
the multitude cherish eiid revere his memory, and in so 
dobff pKf e jutt debt of gmtittide to e ffteid wbo not 
only served them, as many have done, but who honored 
and respected thent. as very few have done." * ♦ ♦ ♦ 
"In matters of detail he was politic, not always in- 
genuous, not rigidly truthful, not altogether incapeble of 
■ttbtcifttge and even meanness. But he never in any 
stress rfpsertcd, or even temporarily clfsa vowed, his main 
principles. He never lost faith or courage. Democrats 
might commit follies, errors, and crimes, but he stood 
steadlutly by deiiioenicy."—/«/fsr«Mi hf John T 
Morse. 
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In these three volumP5 wH! he found copiwof th? offi- 
cial opiiiioi0 given in writing by me to General Washing- 
ton trfiUft t fMi SecKtarjr of SUte, with lottttUniM the 
doctiments bdonghig to the cue. Seme of thett on the 

rnitph dratighls, some press copfcs, some fair onp«! In 
the earlier part of my acting in that otTice, I took no 
other note of the passing transactions; but after awhile 
I Mw the fanpartiuiee of dofaif it hi aid of itif tHetnoty. 
Very often, therefore, I made memorandums on loose 
scraps of paper, takpn otil of my pocket in the moment 
and laid by to be copied fair at leisure, which, however, 
they hardly ever were. Thete scraps, therefore, ragged, 
rubbed, and scribbled as they were, I liad bound with 
the others by a binder who came into mv cubinet, doinjf 
it under niv own eye, and without the opportunity of 
reading a single paper. At this day, after the lapse of 
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twenty-five years, or more, from their dates, I have 
given to the whole a calm revisal, when the passions ol 
the time are pasBed away* jia^ i}w reasons of the tnuis> 
actiona act alone on tlie jtnlgfneiit Some of the in- 

formations I had recorded are uow cut out from the 
rest, because I have seen that they were incorrect or 
doubtful, or merely personal or private, with which we 
have nothing to do. I idiould pcrfaape have thought 
the rest not worth preserving, but for their lesthnony 
against the only history of that period which pretends 
to have been compiled from authentic and unpublished 
doctunents. Could these documents all be laid upon 
the public q«, tliey might be oompared, contxaated, 
and wci^d, mod the truth fairly sifted out of thcntt 
for we are not to suppose that everything found among 
Gen. Washington's papers is to be taken as gospel truth. 
Facts indeed of his own writing and inditing, must be 
Iseiieved by all who knew him; and opinions, whkh were 
his own, merit veneration and respect; for few men have 
lived whose opinions were more unbiased and correct, 
not that it is intended he never felt bias. His passions 
wcie aattmBy straQg; but his reason, generally, stronger. 
But the matedals from his own pen make probably 

an almost insensible part of the inass of papers which 
fill his presses. lie possessed the love, the veneration 
and co n fidence ol all. With him were deposited sus- 
pidotts and' certainties, rumon and realities, Iscts and 
falsehoods, by all those who were or who wished to be 
thought in correspondence with him. and by the many 
Anonymi who were ashamed to put their names to their 
Slanders. From audi a congeries, history may be made 
to wear any hoe^ with whidi the passions of the com- 
piler, royalbt or republican, may choose to tinge it. Had 
Gen. Washington himself written from these materials 
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a history of the period tiiey cnhnce, It would have 

been a conspicuous monument of the integrity of hli 
mind, the soundness of his judgment, and its powers of 
discernment between truth and falsehood, principles 
and pretensions. But the pdrly feelings of his bio- 
gni|4i«t, to whom after hit death, the edtectloii was 
confided, have called from it a composition as different 
from what Gen. Washington would have offered, a? was 
the candor of the two characters. During the period 
of the war, the partiality of Ida pen la d&played in 
tavishraents of fmiise on certain military characters, 
who have done nothnig military, but who afterwards 
and before he wrote, had become heroes in party, altho' 
not in war; and in hla reaerre on the merits of others, 
idio rendered signal sendees indeed, Iwt lUd not earn 
his praise by apostatizing in peace from the republican 
principles for which they had fought in war. It shows 
itself, too, in the cold indifference with which a struggle 
for the most aafnutlng of human objeets Is nanaled. 
No act of heroism ever kindles in the mind of thb 
writer a single aspiration in favor of the holy cause 
whicli inspired the bosom and nerved the arm of the 
patitot wanifNT. No gloom of events, no lowering of 
prospects ever excites a fear for the issue of a contest, 
which was to change the condition of man over the 
civilized globe. The sufTerings inflicted on endeavors 
to vindicate the rights of humanity are related with ail 
the frigid Insensibility with whidi a monk would have 
contemplated the victims of an Attto da fel let no 
tnan believe that Gen. Washington ever intended that 
his papers sbotUd be used for the suicide of the cause for 
wU^ he had Hved, and for whhA time never was a 
moment In which he would not have dJcd. The abuse 
at tiwse materials is chiefly however manifested in the 
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history of the period immediately following the estab- 
lishment of the present condition; and nearly wilb that 
my memorandums begin. Were ^ reader of this period 
to forai hi* idm of it from tiiif hislory akme, lie wouU 
suppose the lepubUeeii party (vriw were in truth en- 

dea\'oring to keep the government within the line of 
the condition, and prevent its bting monarchized in 
practice) were a mere sel oi giuxubiers, and dujorgau- 
iicn, Mtislied with no govcnmienti without fixed prin*- 
dples of any, and lihe a Btitidi perliamentary of^ioel- 
tion, gazing after loaves and fishes, and ready to chance 
principles, as well as a position, at any time, with their 

But « tfiort review of factSi omitted or ntiwadidly 

stated in this history, will show, that the contests of that 
day were contests of principle Iwtween the advocates 
of republican and those of iungly goveromenl, and liiat 
had m>t the former made the effort* they did, our gov- 
cnunent would have been, evea at this early day, a very 
different thing from what the aneceisful issue of those 
efforts have made it. 

The alliance between the States under the old Articles 
of Confederation, for tiie pwpoae of joint defence afainat 
the aggression of Great Britain, was found insufficientt 
as treaties of alliance generally are, to enforce com- 
pliance with theu: mutual stipulations; and these, once 
fuHUied, that bond was to esqure of itadf, and each State 
to become sovereign and indep e ndent in all things. 
Yet it could not but occur to every one that these sepa- 
rate independencies, like the petty States of Greece, 
would be etemaUy at war with each other, and would 
beoome at length Hht mere partisans and aatcUitea of 
the leading powers of Europe. All then must have 
looked forward to aome further bond of union which 



AVAS 0/ THOMAS JEFFESSON. 37 



irottld Innure eternft] peace, uid a political tyttem (rf dor 
own, independent of that of Europe. Whetlier dl 

should be consolMatcd into a single govcrntuent, or 
each remain independent as to internal matters, and 
the viide form « tingh nation m to what ««• fordgn 
cMily, snd whetlier tlut oatiouil govemment dioald be I 

n monarchv or republic, would of course divide opinions ' 
according to the constitutions, the habits, and the cir- 
cumstances of each individual. Some oiEcers of the 
atmy, as it liaa alwaya been said and bdieved, (and 
Steuben and Knox have ever been named as the leading 
agent?!,) trained to monarch y by military hnbit":, are 
understood to have proposed to General Washington 
to decide tiiia great qoflatlon by the army before Its dia* 
bandment and to aatiinie bbnadf the crown on the 
assurance of thoir support. The indignation with 
which he is said to have scouted this parricide pro- 
position was equally worthy of his virtue and wisdbm. 
The next effort was, (on suggestion of the same indi- 
vidtials, in the moment of their separation,) the estab- 
lishment of an hereditary order under the name of the 
Cincinnati, ready prepared by that distinction to be 
ingrafted hito tlie fnttire frame of foremment, and 
pladng General WaaUngton still at their head. The 
General* wrote to me on thi«i stihjcct while I was in Con- 
gress at Annapolis and an extract from my letter is in- 
serted in 5th Marshall's history, page 28- He after- 
waida catted <m me at that place on Mi way to a meetlnf 
of the society, and after a whole evening of consultation, 
he left that place ftilly determined to use all his en- 
deavors for its total suppression. But he found it so 
Armty riveted in the affeettons of tfie members, that. 
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•tveogflusiwd M tlity taftppened to be by an advendtioiis 

occurrence of the moment, he could effect no more than 
the abolition of its Jiercditary principle. He called 
again on Uia return, and explained to me fully the oppo- 
•iikm whidi had been niacle» the effect of tb« ooenrenee 
from France, and the difficulty with whIdi Its duimUoo 
had been limited to the lives of the present members. 
Further details will be found among niy papers, in his 
and my letters, and some in the Encyclopedia M«thodiqu« 
«l Dicfwimair* if Becnomi^ PofUipUt conmuiiiGated 
by myself to M. Meusnier, it's aiitbOTf who had made the 
establishment of this society tbe gnniii4t in that wwlh 
of a libel on our country. 

Tbe imait of some auflioctty vriifcb should pracnre 
Justice to tihe publk cieditors, end en obacrvsiice of 
treaties with foreign nations, produced some time after, 
the call of a convention of the States at Annapolis. Al- 
though at this meeting u difference of opinion was evi- 
dent on tbe question of • republicen or king ly foveni» 
menl, yet, so general through the States was the senti- 
ment in favor of the former that the friends of the latter 
confined themselves to a course of obstruction only, and 
delay to everything proposed; tliey hoped tbat nothing 
being don^ and all things going from bad to worse, a 
kingly government might be usurped and submitted to 
by tbe people, as better than anarchy and wurs internal 
and external, the certain consequences of tiie present 
want of a general government. Tbe effect of tJbeir 
manceuvres, with tbe defective attendance of Deputies 
from the States, resulted in the nieastire of calling a 
more general convention to be held at Philadelphia. 
At this the same party exhibited the same practices and 
with tbe same views of pceventiog a government of coa* 
cord, wblcb they foicsaw would be republican, and of 
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fordog through anairhy their way to monarchy. But 
the maw of that cooventioa waa too honest, too wise 

and too steady, to be baffled and misled by their raan- 
ceuvrcs. One of the<?o wfi«» a form of government proposed 
by Colonel Hamilton, which would have been in fact a 
compromise between tlie two |Mrti«i of toydfani rad 
ttptdblleaiiism. According to this the executive tad 
one branch of the Irgislnturc wrrc to be during good 
behavior, t. e. for life, and the governors of the States 
were in be named by these two permanent organs. This, 
h owem , wot tvjected; on wMdi Hftoiiltoo left the con- 
vention, as desperate and never returned again until near 
its final conrlusion. These opinions and effort*?, ^^rr^t 
or avowed, of the advocates for monarchy, had begotten 
great jealousy through the States fenerally; and thit 
jealousy it was which excited the strong opposition to 
th© COnvpntinnnl cnnstitiit'on ; .i ienlnnsv which yielded 
at fast only to a general determination to establish cer- 
tain, amendments as barriers against a government either 
moowchicail or conwUdftted. In what passed thtougfh 
the whole period of these conventions, I have gone on 
the information of those who were members of thenl 
being absent myself on my mission to France. 

I returned from that mission in the first year of the 
new govenunent, having Uinded in Virginia in December, 
1789, and proceeded to New York in March, 179<), to 
enter on th? office of Secrfl nry of »State. Here, certainly, 
I found a state of things which, of aU I liad ever con- 
tempbted, I the least expected, t had left PMnce hi 
the first ytax of her wvohition. in the fervor of natural 

fights, and zeal for rrforrnntinn. ^fy con^cipntjoti'; 
dex'otion to these riglit-^ cnuld not be heightened, but 
it had been aroused and excited by daily exercise. The 
Pfcddent received me cocdially, and my coflleagnes at^ 
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tbe dfde of principal dtlMiB apparently witii neloome. 

The courtesies of dinner parties given me, as a stranger 
newly arrived among them, placed nic at once in their 
familiar society. But I cannot descnbe the wonder and 
^BortificAtaoo with which the table convciMtioas filled 
me. Polhkt were the diief topics and m fmieKnce off 
kingly over republican g^ovcrnment was evidently the 
favorite sentiment. An apostate 1 could not be, nor yet 
a hypocrite; and I found myself, for the most part, the 
only advocate on Uie republican tide of the qaertkMi« 
unless among the guests there chanced to be some mem- 
ber of that party from the legislative Houses Hamil- 
ton's financial system bad then pa&sed. It had two ob- 
jects; 1st, as a ptizzle, to exdodi popttbr nndentanding 
and inquiiy; 2nd» m a mertiinf for thecomqrtion of the 
legislature; for he avowed liie opinion that man could 
be governed by one of two motives only, force or inter- 
est; force he observed, in this country was out of the 
quettion, and tiie inletcett, tbeicfofi^ of 0ui nenben 
must be laid hold of. to keep the legislative in uniaoQ 
with the executive. And with grief and shame it must 
be acknowledged that hh machine was not without 
effect; that even in tim, the bu^tU oi our government, 
•one nienibeni woe Ibiuid aonii4 enoufh to bend their 
duty to their inteiesis, and to look after pcnonal rather 
than public good. 

It is well known Uiat during the war the greatest 
diffictUty we encoimtered was the want of money or 
meani to pay our soldiert who Jbnght, or our fanneta, 
mannfilctttfCflB and merchants, who furnished the neces- 
Mry supplies of food and clothing for them After the 
expedient of paper money had exhausted itself, <%rtifi- 
eatee ol debt were given to the individual creditors with 
awuiMBce of payment eo toon as the United States 
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should be able. But the distrenee of these people often 
obliged them to pert with these for the half, the fifth, 

and cvrn a tenth nf ihrir valtie; and sprrii1qfnr<; h:id 
made a track of coTif-ning tliern horn thf^ holders by the 
most fraudulent practices, and perBuasions that they 

woldd never be peld. fa the Mil for fdndhit and paying 

these, l&ttillon made no difference betireen the orlffanl 
holders and the fraudulent purchasers nf this f»per. 
Great and just repugnance arose at putting these two 
classes of creditors on the same footing, and great exer- 
tioos were used to pay the Ibtnter the Atlt value, and to 
the latter, the price only which they had paid with inter- 
est. Rut this would have prevented the game which 
was to be played, and for which the minds of greedy 
nembeta were already tutored and prepared. When 
the trial of strength on these several efforts had indi- 
cated the form in which the bill ^vould finally paSS, this 
being known within doors sooner than without, and 
espedally, than to thooeirfm were In distant parts of the 
Vnknip the base scramble began. Conrieta end relay 
horses by land and swift sailing pilot boatii by sea, were 
flying in all directions Active partners and agents were 
associate and employed in every State, town, and 
ootttttry neighbothood, and this paper waft boQght up at 
five shillings, and even as low as two shillings in the 
pound, before the holder knew that Cong^rcss had al- 
ready provided for its redemption at par. immense 
sums were thus filched from tlie poor and ignorant and 
fortnnet accnnmlated by thoee who had themMlm lieen 
poor enough before. Men thus eniidied by the dextcT'^ 
itv of a leader, wotrld fnllow of course the chief who was 
leading them to fortune and become the zealous instru- 
menta of all his enterprises. 
This game was over, and another was on the carpet 
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at the moment nf my arrival; and to this I was most 
ignoraiitly and iniiocentlv made to hold the candle. 
This tiscal maooeuvre is well known by the name of the 
Aasnmption. Independently of tfie debts of Congress, 
the States had during the war conincted separate anil 
heavy debts; and Massachusetts particularly, in an 
absurd attempt, absurdly conducted, on the British 
post of Penobscott: and the more debt Hamilton could 
cake up tlie more pluttdcr for hb meraenariet. This 
money, whether wisely or foolishly spent, was pretended 
to have been spent for general purposes, and ought, 
therefore, to be paid from the general purse. But it was 
objected that nobody kaew what these debts weie^ what 
tbdr amonnt, or what their proofs. No matter; we will 
guess them to be twenty millions. But of these twenty 
niiHions, we do not know how much should be reim- 
bursed to one State, or how much to another. No 
natter; we will guess. And sb another scramUe was 
set on foot among the several States, and some got 
much, some little, some nothing. But tin main object 
was obtained, the phalanx of the Treasury was re- 
inforced by additional recruits. This measiye pro- 
duced the most bitter and angry contest ever known 
in Congress, before or since the Union of the States. 
I arrived in the midst of it. But a stranger to the 
ground, a stranger to the actors on it, so long absent as 
to have lost aU familiarity with the subject, and as yet 
unaware of its object, I took no concern in it. The great 
and trying question, however, was lost in the House of 
Representatives. So high were the feuds excited by 
this subject, that on its rejection business w^s suspended. 
Congress met and adjourned from day to day without 
doing any thing, the parties being too much out of tem- 
per to do business toother. The eastern niembeis par- 
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tkularly, who, with Smith from South Carolina, were 
tlK principal gamUen in thae ieeoca, thtctteMd • 
•eMMfam and dissolution. Hamilton was in dnpdr. 
As I was g'oing to the President's one day, I met tiiffl in 
the street. He walked me backwards and forwards 
before the Preaideni's door for half an hour. He 
painted p«thetkal]y the temper into wMdt the legiilA* 
ture had been wrought; the disgust of those who were 
called the creditor States; the danger of the steestioit of 
their members, and the separation of the States. He 
obtwcd tluit tlic iiwiiibcts of Um ttdmliiJstratioa onght 
to act in eeneert; that iluNigli fUs question was not of 
my department, yet a common duty shotiid trsake it a 
common concern; that the President was the c^tre on 
which all administrative questions tdtitnately rested, 
and that all of uaahwdd tally aroiuid him, and iupport, 
with joint efforts, measures approved by hiiu; and that 
the question having been lost by a small majority only, 
it was probable that an appeal from me to the judgment 
and diicretioii of aoioa of lay fdends^ n^t dM * 
change in the vot^ and the machine of government, lunr 
suspended, might be again set into motion. I told him 
that I was really a stranger to the whole subject; that 
not having yet informed myself of the System of finances 
adopted, I knew not how far Ihia waa a naooaaty aa* 
quence; that undoubtedly, if its rejection endangered 
a dissolution of our Union at this incipient stage, I 
■hould deem that the most unfortunate of all conse- 
qneneca, to avert which all patllal and temporary eivfla 
should be yielded. I proposed to him, however, to dine 
with me the next day, and I would invite another friend 
or two, bring them into conference together, and I 
thought it impossible that reasonable men, consulting 
tofe&tr Coolly, oonhl by aone rnvtind aaeriileN 
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of opktioti, to form a compromise which was to save tbe 
Union. The discussion took place. I could take no 
part in it but an exhortatory one, because I was a 
itranger to tiw drcttmitucei whieh abould govern it* 
But it WM finally agreed, that whatever importanee 
had been attached to the rejection of this proposition, 
the preservation of the Union atid of concord among the 
iStates was more important, and tliat iherclure it would 
ht better diat the vote of rejection should be rescinded, 
to effect which* some members should change their 
votes. But it was observed that this pill would be 
peculiarly bitter to the southern States, and that some 
concomitant measure should be adopted, to sweeten it 
a little to them. There had hcfore been propositions 
to fix the seat of government either at Philadelphia, or at 
Georgetown on the Potomac; and it was thought that 
by giving it to Philadelphia for ten years, and to George- 
town permanently aftcrwardsi, this might, as an anodyne, 
calm in some degree the ferment which might be ex- 
cited by the othw mcasnre alone. So two of the Poto- 
mac members (White and Lee, but White with a re- 
vulsion of stomach almost convulsive,) agreed to change 
tbdr votes, and Hamilton undertook to carry the other 
point. In doing this, the influence be had established 
over the eastern members, with the agency of Robert 
Morris with those of the middle States, effected bis side 
of the engagement; and to the Assumption was passed, 
and twenty millions of stock divided among favored 
States and thrown in as a pabulum to the stock-jobbing 
herd. This added to the number of votaries to the 
Treasury, and made its chief the master of every vote 
In the l^gidatuK, whieh might give to tiie government 
the dlreekien suited to Us political views. 
[ I know wd^ and ao must he understood, that noth- 
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iof llkft m HMjodty in Congress had yielded to HhiM tor* 
ntptiod. Par from it. But a division, not very un- 
equal, h^d elready taken place in the honegt part of 
that body, between the parties styled republican and 
ledcML The latter being mnwatrhhti in ptindple, 
idbeied to HamHtoii of oootae as ilieir leader in tiiat 
principle, and this mercenary phalanx added to thorn, 
insured him always a majority in both Houses: so that 
the whole action of legislature was now under the di- 
reetkm of the Tremiry. Stin Che midline mt not 
complete. The effect of the funding system, and of 
the Assumption, would b« temporary; !t would be lost 
with the loss of the individual nwmbers wlM>m it hot 
enriched, and aotne engine of inlhienee more petnuttent 
nuft be contrived, while these myrmidons were yet in 
place to carry it through all opposition. This engine 
* was the Bank of the United States. All that history is 
known, so I shall say nothing about it. While the 
fovernment temelned nt Pii9addphift» a tdectlon of 
nieniiMn of both Houses were constantly kept as di- 
rectors who, on every question interesting to that in- 
•tittttion, or to the views of the federal head, voted at 
the win of tiiftt head; and, together with the eto^- 
holding members, could always make the federal vote 
that of the majority. Cy this combination, legislative 
expositions were given to the constitution, and all the 
administrative laws were shaped on the model of Eng- 
land, and 00 paaaed. And from ttiia inflnenoe we were 
not relieved until the removal from the ptedncta of the 

bank to Washington. 

Here then was the real ground of the opposition which 
was made to the oonne of adndnletratica. Its object 
WMto pwienre the legildatttre pure and independent of 
tha txecntivei to rcalniin the adminialntion to laptdili- 
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can foniii and principlea, and not permit the constitu* 

tion to be constnied into a monarchy, and to be warped, 
in practice, into all tiie principles and pollutions of their 
favorite English model. Nor was this an opposition to 
General Washinfton. He was tme to the republican 
charge confided to him; and has solemnly and repeatedly 
protested to me, in our conversations, that he would 
lost the last drop of his blood in support of it; and he 
did thia fbe oftencr and with the more cancstoen, be- 
cavae he knew my suspicions of Hamilton's designs 
against jt, and wished to quiet them. For he was not 
aware of the drift, or of the effect of Hamilton's schemes. 
Unversed in financial projects and calculations and 
budgets, his approbation of them waa bottomed on hit 
confidence in the ana* 

But Hamilton was not only a monarchist, but for a 
monarchy bottomed on corruption. la proof of this 
I will velate an anecdote, for the truth of which, I attcat 
theOodwho made me. Before the President set out 
on his southern tour in April, 1791, he addressed a letter 
of the fourth of that month, from Mount Vernon, to the 
Secretaries of State, Treasiu^y and War, defiling tiiat 
if any aoiona and important caici dionld ariae dntinf 
hit abaence, they would consult and act on them. And 
he requested that the Vice President should also be con* 
suited. This was the only occauon on which that 
officer was ever requested to take part in a cabinet 
qneation. Some oeeaaion for oonaoltation adting , I 
invited those gentlemen (and the Attorney General, 
as well as I remember,) to dine with me, in order to 
confer on the subject. After the doth was removed, 
and our qncadon agreed and diimiiwfd, oonvenation 
began on other matters, and by aome circumstance, waa 
ltd to the Biitiah conttitntion, on which Mr. Adanu 
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"purge tl»t Coiudttttioti of ita eomiption, 
Mid give to Ita popnlar bnutdi eqittlitjr of tepntentib- 

tion, and it would be the mni?t perfect constttuUon ever 
devised by the wit of man." Hamilton paused and 
aftid, "purge it of its coiruption, and give to ils popular 
femidi equality nit rc pw e ii tetlon» and It would become 
■B impracticable government: as it stands at present 
with all it^ supposed defects, it is the most perfect gov- 
ernment which ever existed." And this was assuredly 
tiie eiect line wMdi sepented tiie polltleel creeda cf 
thcae two gentlemen. The one was for two hereditaiy 
branches and an honest elrcti^'e one: the other, for an 
hereditary King, with a House of Lords and Commons 
corrupted to his will, and standing between him and 
tiw people. Hamlltoii waa, indeed, • alogiilar diar- 
acter. Of acute understanding, disinterested, bonest, 
and honorable in alt private transactions, amiable in 
society, and duly valuing virtue in private Ufe, yet so 
bewitdied and penrertcd hy the MiMi exaaiple aa to 
be under thoroogb conviction that corruption waa ca- 
Sential to the government of a nation Mr Adnms had ' 
originally been a republican. The glare of royalty and 
nobility, during his misuon to England, had made him 
bdieve fheir CMctoatioii a necessary ingtediant in 
government ; and Shay's rebellion, not sufficiently under- 
stood where he then wa?, sermrd to prove that the 
absence of want and oppression was not a sufficient 
gnacantee of order. Ifis book on tlie Anmican oou' 
aUtntion having made known his political bias, he waa 
taken up by the monarchicnl fpdem1i«!t5 in his absence, 
and on his return to the United States, he was by them 
made to believe that the general disposition of our citi- 
aena waa favorable to monardiy. Ha beta wrote bla 
Davila» aa a aupplament to a lotnier work, and hia 
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election to the Pieaidency confirmed him in Ui erron. 

Innumerable addresses too, artftilly and industriously 
poured in upon hiiu, deceived hiuj into a confidence 
that be was on the pinnacle of popularitx^ when the 
(ulf mm yawning at hni feet which was to awBllow up 
him and his deceiveri. For when General Washington 
was withdrawn, these energumeni of royalism, kept in 
check hitherto by the dread of his honesty, his firm- 
, ness, his patriotism, and the authority of his name, now 
mounted on the car of State and free from control, like 
Phaeton on that of the sun, drove headlong and wild, 
looking neither to right nor left, nor regarding anything 
but the objects they were driving at; until, displaying 
flicse fully, the eyes of tlie nation were opened, and a 
general disbandment of them fromf the public coundls 
took place. 

Bfir. Adams, I am sure, has been long since convinced 
of the treacheries with wiiich he was surrounded during 
bit edministratioQ. He baa ainoe thoroughly aeen that 
his conftituents were devoted to republican government, 
and whether his judgment is re settled on its ancient 
basis, or not, he is conformed as a good citizen to the 
wUl of tbe majority, and would now, I am penuadcd, 
maintain its republican structure with the mbI and 
fidelity belonging to his character. For even an enemy 
has said, "he is always an honest man, and often u great 
one." But in the fervor of the fury and follies of thos'> 
who made him their ttalldng horae, no man who did 
not witness it can form an idea of their unbridled mad- 
ness, and the terrorism with which they surrounded 
themselves. Tbe horrors of the French revolution, 
then raging, aided them mainly, and uaing that as a 
raw head and bloody bones, they were enabled by their 
ttiateg*aie cf X. Y. 2. in which thia historian wu a 
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letding mottatebank, ffadr tafet of tab-fdoti^ ooetit 
nmMCfca, Uoody buoys, «iid pulpit lylafi and ibiider* 

inp, tinr? mnniacal ravings of ihp\r Garr^enpn?, tfietr 
Osgoods and Parishes, to spread alarm into all but the 
firmest breasts. Their Attorney General had the im- 
pttddiee to My to « republieati member ^t deporta- 
tion must be resorted to, of which, said he, "yott tfr> 
publicans have set the example;" thus daring to identify 
us with the murderous Jacobins of France. These trans- 
aeUons now fect^ccted but as dreams of tiie night, weft 
then sad realities; and nothing rescued us from their 
Hberticidr' pffcct but the tinyieldinp oppositinti of those 
lirm spirits who sternly maintained their post in defi> 
ance of terror until their fellow citizens cotdd be aroused 
to flirfr ovMi danger* and taXLf and reectte tlie standard 
of the constitution. This has been happily done. 
Federalism and monarchism have languished from that 
moment, until their treasonable combinations with the 
enemies of their country during the late war, their plots 
of dismembering the Union, and their Hartford coa- 
vpntinn, fiav(» ronsigned them to the tomb of the dead; 
and 1 fondly hope, we may now truly say, "we are all 
republicans, all federalists," and that the motto of the 
standard to which our country wiU forever tallyt will he, 
"federal union, and republican government;" and sure 
I arn, we may say that wp are indebted for the pre- 
servation of this point of ralliance, to that opposition of 
whidh so injurious an idea is so artfully inshmated and 
excited in this history. 

1^ Much of this relation is notorious to the worH ; and 
many intimate proofs of it will be found in these notes. 
From the moment where they end, of my retiring from 
tha admjnislration, the federaHsts* got uncfae^ed hold 
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of Oneral Washington. His memory was already 
sensibly impaired by age, the firm tone of mind for 
which he had been irmtrfcabk «m beginning to reU^ 
it's energy was abated; a UitlaincM of Iftbor, • desire 

for IranqtiHIity had crept on him, and a willingness to 
let others act and even think for him. Like the rest of 
mankind, he was disgusted with atrocities of the French 
vevolutjon, md was not toflkteitly awue of the differ- 
ence between the rabble who were used as instruments 
of their perpetration, and the steady and rational char- 
acter of the American people in which he had not sui&- 
ckat coBfldeoee. The oppositfaa too «rf the ftpMblfcaiM 
to the Britii^ tieaty» Mid the sealous support of the 
federalists in that unpopular but favorite measure of 
theirs, bad made him all their own, Understandiuj, 
moreover, that I disapproved oi that treaty, and cop* 
lously nowiAcd with AtlsclioodB by a malifnaiit a gb- 
bor of mine, who ambitioned to bo Idl Correspondent, 
he had become alienated froni myself personally, as, 
bom the repubUcaa body generally of his feUow-dtizena; 
and be wratc die letteia toHr* Adams, and Mr. Cairoll, 
mpcr wtddi, in devotion to bis Impcrtthable fsme, we 
must forever weep as monuments of mortal decay* 
Febniary ith, 
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P. 2. Tlie practicability of perpetuating his author- 
ity, etc 1 am satisfied Gen. Washington had not 
a wish to perpetuate his authority. But he who sup- 
-poses it was practicable, liid Be ^riihed it* knows ttotli- 
lot of tiie qiirit of America, eJtlwr of tile people or of 
those who professed their confidence. There was, 
indccr!, a cabal of the officers of the army who proposed 
to establish a monarchy and to propose it to Gen. Waah- 
Infton. Re fi ow a e d Indignantly nt.tlie proposftkw 
according to the information which got abroad, and 
Rufus King and some few civil character;?, chiefly, in- 
deed, I believe to a man north of Maryland, who joined 
la thb intrigue; but they never dared openly to avow 
H, knowing fhat tlie qiirit iriddi had pcodnced achange 
in the foim of goveninient waa alive to the pftMrvlaff of 
it. 

P. 28. The member oi Congress here aliuded to was 
tt^Mlf , and the catttaet qtt«»led was part of a letter front 
mjrself in answer to one Oen. Washington wrote. Oett. 
Washinfton cfi!Icd on mc at Annapolis (where I then was 
as a member of Congress) on his way to the meeting of 
the Cincinnati in Philadelphia. We had much conver- 
ting on the institution which was chiefly an antidpatioo 
of the sentiments in our letters. And in conclusion, 
after I had stated to hhn the modifications which I 

i0 
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thought mlf ht ranore all jealotuy «• wdl w daafer and 

the parts which might still be retained, he appeared to 
make up his mind and said, "No, not a fiber of it must 
be retained; no half way reformation will suffice. If 
tke (binff be bad it mnstbe totally aboUdicd," and lie 
dedared his determination to use his ntmoM endeavors 

to have it entirely abolished. On his return from Phila- 
delphia, he called on me again at Annapolis and sat with 
me till a very late hour in the night, giving me an ac- 
eount of what passed in their coaventioa. 

The sum of it was that he had tSMrted bis whole in- 
fluenee in every way in his power to procure an abolition ; 
that the opposition to it was extxeme and especially 
from some of the younger mendieM^ bvl tint after 
lemal days of struggle witbin doois and witiMmt, a 
general sentiment obtained for its entire abolition. 
Whether any vote had been taken on it or not, I do not 
remember, but his affirmation to me was tliat within 
a few days, I think he said 2 or 8, it wonU hav« heen 
formally abolished. Just in that moment anlvcd lIa)or 

L'enfant, who had been sent to France to procure the 
eagles and to offer tlie order to the Frencli officers who 
had served in America. He brought the King's per" 
ttiMion to bis ofiicets to aeo^ It, the kttea of thanks 
of these officers accepting it, letters of solicitation from 
other officers to obtain it and the eagles themselves. 
The effect of all this on the minds of the members was 
to undo much of what had been done, to te^Undie all 
die passion which had produced the institution and 
silence all the dictates of prudence which had been 
operating for its abolition. After this the General said 
the utmost that could be effected was the modification 
which took place whidi provided for its estinction with 
the deaths of the eaistfaig membeis. Be dedbicd the 
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preudency asd I think Baron Steuben was appuinied. 
Incut BOOH after to Phmee. WhUe there M.dellauiiier, 
charged Tvith that part of the Encyclopedia which re- 
lates to Economics Litique and Diplomatique, railed on 
me with the article of that dictionary "Etats Unis" 
nldcli Ik had prepared ready tor the press audi begged I 
wnaUd revlae it and make any notes on It wMch I afaoald 
think neccssan' towards rendering it correct. I fur- 
nished him most - f the matter of his fifth, sixth, eighth, 
ninth, and tenth sections of the article "Etats Unis" 
'irfth whJdi however he has hitermjaad aonie of hit oint. 
The ninth is that which relates to the Cincinnati. 

On this subject the section, as prepared by him, was 
an tuijtist and incorrect Philippic against General Wash- 
ington and the American officers in general. I wrote a 
fttbaUtiita for it which he adopted, but atill retaliUng 
considerably of hia own matter and intenpetsing It in 
various parts. 

P. 33. "In a government constitution, etc." Here 
begins the artful complexion he has given to the two 
partieip federal and lepabUcan. In deaeribing the Ifait 
by tinsir views and motives^ he Implies em opposition to 

these motives in their opponents, which is totally un- 
true. The real difference consisted in their different 
degceea of **MJhi«»itii» fo nionarchy or repyblicaniam. 
the federalifta widied for every thing which wonld 

approach our new government to a monarchy: tlie t9r 
publicans to preserve it essentially republican. 

This was the true origin of the division and remains 
atill the essential principle of difference between the two 
partica. 



Anpui iBik, 1701. Nolea of a convcfaation between 
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Alfinitiiifr Hamilton md Thomw JegBtuw. Tli;Jcflier- 
•cm mentioned to him tt letter vecdvedlRMB John Adami, 

disavowing Publicola, and denying that he ever enter- 
tained a wish to bring this country under an hereditary 
executive, or introduce an hereditary branch of Legia- 
Ifttnre, tec. See hit letter. Akunder Hgniltoii con- 
demning Mr. Adams' vmtiagi, and most paiticiilariy 
Davila, as having a tendency to weaken the present gov- 
ernment, declared m b*\il»i.iance as follows: "I own it is 
my own opinion, though 1 do not publish it in Dan or 
Bcenheba. that the pieaent government is not tiiat 
which will answer the ends of society, by giving stability 
and protection to its rights, and that it will probably be 
found expedient to go into the British fonn. However, 
•bloe we have nndertaken the ezperincnt, I am for giv- 
ing it a fair oourse, whatever my expectations may be« 
The success, indeed, so far, is greater than I had ex- 
pected, and therefore, at present, success seems more 
possible than it had done heretofore, and there are stiil 
other and other stages of impfovement wludi, if the 
present does not succeed, may be tried, and ought to 
be tried, before we give up the republican form alto- 
gether; for that mind must be really depraved, which 
would not prefer the equality of political rights, which 
is the foundation of pnie fepwMicanism, if It can be ob* 
tained consistently with order. Therefore, whoever by 
his writings disturbs the present order of things, is 
really biameable, however pure his intentions may be, 
and he was sure Mr, Adams' were pure." Thk h the 
sulistanfie of a declaration made in much mora lengthy 
terms, and which seemed to be more fonnal than usual, 
for a private conversation between twoj and as if in- 
tended to qualify some lem gnaided e gp r es i i ons wliieh 
had been ^pped on former occasions. Th: Jefferson 
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Ittf coomUtttd II to niMim In tlw ttomrat cf A. Bubp 
flmn's IcttTing tiw tootD. 

Decr.mhrr 1701 Colonel Ciinn f of Grnrgiri) 

dining the other day with Colonel Hamilton, said to him, 
with that plain freedom he is known to use, "I wish, Sir, 
jpou would advise your friend King, to observe sotne 
kind of consistency in his votes. There has been scarcely 
a question before the Senate on which he has not voted 
both ways. On the representation billi for instance, 
ht Bnt voted for tiie propodtlon of tlie R«pt«flent«tivct, 
and tdtiinately voted against it." "Why," says Colo- 
Hd Hamilton, "I'll tell you as to that, Colonel Gunn, 
that it never was intended that bill should pass.'* Otuin 
told this to Butler, who told it to Th : Jefferson. 

Mtmorandum 0/ cottumumetMtm mod* to a committ94 
ef IktStHttU on ikt suhjtei of tko dipiomoMe mmIim- 
Hom io PariSt Loiidoih wd Ao HagM, Jmuuuy Mt, 

The Secretary of State having yesterday received a 
tMte from tir. Strong, as chahrtnaii of ft committee of tilie 
Senate, asking a conference with him on the subject of 
the late diplninalir nominations to Paris, London, and 
the Hague, he mot (hem in the Senate chamber in the 
evening of the same day, and stated to them in sub- 
•laiioe wliftt follows:— 

That he should on all occasions be ready to give to the 
Senate, or to any otlier branch of the government, what- 
ever information might properly be communicated, and 
ttll^t be aecesMUty to enable tiun to proceed in the 
fine ef tlidr respective offices: that 011 tfie present coca- 
iioit, psttiettlBrly, at iko SonttU had Is doeidt o» iko 
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fitness of certain persons to act for the United States al 
certain courts, they wotdd be the better enabled to decide 
if they were informed of the statt of our affairs at those 
eonrls, and what «t had to do thoro: that vAnea tbe biU 
for ptovidiog the means of intercourse with foveiglt 
nations was before the legislature, he had met the com- 
mittees of each House, and had given them tbe ideas 
of the execttiiye «s to ffae oourta with whidi ire ihoiUd 
keep dipkmiatic diaracters, and the grades we tbould 
employ: that there were two principles, which decided on 
the courts, vii., 1, vtctnagc; and 2, commerce: that the 
first operated in the cases of London and Madrid, and 
the aecoiid ill the Mme cttiei^ and alio ill thdM of FrMioe 
■ad Portugal; perhaps, too, of Hblhud: that aa to all 
other countries, our commerce and connectioDs were too 
unimportant to call for the exchange of diplomatic resi- 
dents: that be Uiought we siiouid adopt the lowest grades 
admissible, to wit* at Farit that of niiiister plenipo- 
tentiary, becauae that grade was already established 
there; the same at London, because of the pride of that 
court, and perhaps the sense of our country and its 
interests, would require a sort of equality of treatment 
to be observed towardi then; and for Spain tnd iiibon, 
that of charge des affaires only; the Hague uncertain: 
that at the moment of this bill, there was a complete 
vacancy of appointments between us and France and 
England, by the accidental translations of the minitteri 
of France and the United States to other ofiBces, and 
none as yet appointed to, or from England : that in this 
state of things, the legislature bad provided for the 
grade of minister plenipotentiary, as one that was to be 
continued, and showed they had their eye on that grade 
oioly, and that of chaife des affaires; and that by tiw 
sum allowed tb^ approved of the views then oom* 
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mumcated: that circumstances had obliged us to change 
the trade at UibMl to niiiiiter teaideiit. Mid this of 
eourse would fom a change at Madrid and the Hagtie, 
as had been coTtinmnfrflled at the time to the Senate; 
but that no change was made in the salary, that of 
mM t ti t hdny Made Hat lama aaliad hacu crtaUMwdfof 
a cfaaffe det alldRS.^-*IIe then added, the new dr- 
cumstanccs which had supen'ened on those general ones 
in favor of tliese establishments, to wit, with Paris, the 
proposal on their part to make a liberal treaty, the 
pneteat •itnatloB of thdr c<4oniee ivhich might lead to 
a freer eommerce with them, and the arrival of a fldtt« 
Ister plenipotentiary here; wnth London, their sending 
a minister here in consequence of notorious and re- 
peated appUcatiotu fiom usj the powers given him to 
anange die differencce whidi had arisen ahoat the exe- 
cution of the treaty, to wit, the posts, negroes, &c., which 
was now in train, and perhaps some authority to tnlk on 
the subject of arrangements of commerce, and also tiie 
dicionatancet which had hidnced that nuniater to |iro- 
dttce hit commission; with Bfadrid, the oommimication 
from the king, that he tvas ready to resume the negotia- 
tions on the navigation of the Mississippi, and to ar- 
range that, and a port of deposit on the most friendly 
footing, If we would send a proper person to Madrid fnr 
that purpose : he explained the iidea of joining one of die 
rninisterf? in Europe to Mr. Carmichael for that purpose; 
with JJsboQ, that we had to try to obtain a right of 
sending flour there, and mentioned Del Pinta's former 
favoiahle ophiion on that subject: he stated also, tiie 
interesting situation of Brazil, and the disposition of 
the court of Portugal with respect to our warfare with 
the Aigehnes; with JEloUand, the negotiating loans for 
fhettamfsrortht whole Fiendi debt there, an opetatloo 
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lAkli nntt be of fome ywt, beetnie thcis ii tNi| • 
given nan of new money to be lent to any one oatloa. 

Be then paitieiilarly mapitulated the drcumetanoes 
wbich justified the President's having continued the 

grade of minister plenipotentiary; but added, that when- 
ever the biennial bill should come on, each House would 
have a constitutional right to review the cstablibhment 
again, and whenever it stiouid appear that either House 
fbougbteayportof it night be teduced, on giving to 
tbe excctttive time to avail themselves of the first con- 
venient occasion to reduce it, the executive could not 
but do it; but that it would be extremely injurious cow, 
or at any time, to do it so abruptly as to occasion the 
recoil of ntittliieitt or uafriendly eeneotliMi* In eny of 
those countries with wbl^ our oommexce is interesting. 

That, a circumstance, recalled to the recollection of 
the Secretary of State this morning, induced htm im- 
mediateiy to edd to tbe preceding verbnl oonunnaicft- 
tioa • letter ad dieiicd to Mr. Strong in tbe fbOowlng 
tvwds: 

Philadelpliia, January 4th, 1792. 
"Sir, — I am just now made to recollect a mistake in 
one of the answers I ^ave last night in the committee 
of the Senate, and which, therefore, I beg leave to cor- 
rect. After calling to their minds the footing on which 
Mr. Morris had left matters at the court of I<ondon, and 
inlorming tiieni of what bed passed between the Britidi 
minister here and myself, I was asked whether this was 
all that bad taken place? Whether there had been no 
other or fnrther engagement? I paused, you may re- 
member, to recollect. I krcv.' nothing more had passed 
on the other side the water, because Mr. Morris' powers 
there had beoi determined, and I endeavored to re«)l- 
lect whether enytliing dse bed pessed with Mr. Hem^ 
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mond and myself. I answered that this was all, and 
•dded in proof, that I was sure nothing had passed be- 
tween the President and Mr. Hammond, personally, and 
so I might safely say this was all. It escaped me that 
there had been aa informal ag^t here, (Colonel Beck- 
with,) and ao informal that it was thought proper tliat 
I should never speak on business with him, and that on 
a particular occasion, the question having been asked 
whether if a British minister diould be sent here, we 
would send one in exchange? Tt wa'^ ^aid, through an- 
other channel, that one would doubtless be sent. Hav- 
ing only been present when it was concluded to give the 

answer, and not having hern rnysrlf the person who 
communicated it, nor having otlierwise had any conver- 
sation with Colonel Beckwith on the subject, it abso* 
lutely escaped my recollection at the moment the com- 
mittee put the qu^tion, and I now correct the error I 
committed in my answer, with the same good faith with 
wiiich 1 committed the error in the first moment. Per- 
mit me to ask the favor of you, sir, to communicate this 
to the other membprs of the committer, and to coti- 
sider this as a part of the information I have had the 
honor of giving the committee on the subject. 

I am with tlic most perfect rstCCltt, nr, Yotir niOSt 
obedient and most humble servant. 
Mr. Strong Th. Jeffersott." 

Which letter, with the preceding statement, contains 
the substance of what the Secretary of State has com- 
imtnicated to the counilttee* as far «• hit nenuwy en* 
aUes him to fcnrfkct. 



Fsfr. 13, 1708. Cdond Beckwith oalled on me and 
infonned me thH tho* not ptibliGlf commiwtoned he 
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bad been sent bee oo the port of his government, tlut 
crrivicg before I came into office be bad been put into 
the bands of another department, not indeed by the 
Chief Magistrate ^BnBcUy, at h* had acvcr had any di- 
swt fiiwimnmirattniiig birt iafoffaMlly, and bad nevtr 
been transferred to my department : that on commenc- 
ing his correspondence with tljc sccrctan.' of State of 
Great Bntain, be had thought it. his duty to make that 
ciwiimm Dce kaomi to m: that Mr. Hamiwuid's ar> 
rival bad mm tm/knd bis loogn- continuance here tm- 
ncMSsary, as his residence hitherto had been only pre- 
paratory to Mr. Hammond's recepUoo, that he had re- 
ceived tttden by tbe bttt packet from the Secretary of 
State to fttam to Vngbad by tbe next, and tbat be 
■faould accordingly do so. He adcnowledged the per- 
sonal civility with which hn bad bees tnated generally, 
and bis entire satisfaction. 

CNote tbis was tbe fiist ooovctMtioa I ever bad witb 
Mb, bat needy as a private gentleman. Inoteitepor- 
port, because he was sent here by I.'d Dorchester from 
Quebec, which consequently authorizes us to send such 
a character to Quebec.] 

T./. 

CMVinalftOM ififb tk^Prtiidmi, 

ITM^ Fshnnry 281b. I was to have been witb him 
kaf cnon^ befote tbne o'dod^ (wbidi was the hour 

and day he received visits.) to have opened to him a 
proposition for doubling the velocity of the post riders, 
who now travel about fifty miles a day, and might, 
wftbont dilBculty, go one bimdnd, and tar taking neas- 
inea (by way tiUls) to know where the delay when 
then is any. I waa delayed by bustness, ao as to have 
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scuoelj tine to gira hla tbe oatHoet. I ttm over them 
tapidly, and otMerved aftenranta, tlutt I liad liitherto 

rcvcr spoken to him on t^tc subject of the post office, 
not knowing whether it was considered as a revenue law, 
or a law for tbe general accommodation of the citizens : 
tbat the law just pamd teemed to have temoved the ' 
doubt by declaring that the whole profits of the ofiBoe 
should be applied to ex^ending^ the posts, and that even 
the past profits should be refunded by the treasury for 
the same purpose : that I thexefoie conceive it was now 
la the department of the Secretary of State: that I 
thought it would be advantageous so to declare it for 
another reason, to wit; that the department of the 
Treasury possessed already such an influence as to 
■wdlow tip the whole eateeu U ve powert, and that even 
the futltfe presidents (not supported by the weight of 
character which !n'm?;p!f po'?ses5rd,) would not be able 
to make head against this department. That in urging 
this measure I had certainly no personal interest, since, 
if I was sttppoaed to have an appetite for power, yet 
aa my career would certainly be exactly as short as his 
own, the intervening time was too short to be an object. 
My real wish was to avail the public of every occasion, 
during the residue of the Pftaident's period, to place 
thfaigs on a safe footing. He was now called on to at- 
tend his company, and he desired me to oome and 
bteakfast with him the next moxnmg. 

February Mik. I did so; and after hreakfast we re- 
tired to his room, and I unfolded my plan for the post 
office, and after such an approbation of it he usually 
permitted himself on the first presentment of any idea, 
and desiring me to commit it to writi&g, he, during that 
pauM of oottveiMtion wUdi foUoiis a bwlnest doaed, 
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■Bid in an affecticmate tone, that he had fdt mudi eon- 

cern at an expression which dropped from me yesterday, 
and which Tnarked my intention of retiring when he 
sliould. That as to himself, many motives obliged him 
to do it. He had, tbrouj^ tbe wliola course of the war. 
and moat particularly at the close of it. uniformly de- 
clared his resolution to retire from public affairs, and 
never to act in any public office; that he had retired under 
that finn resolution; that the govemment. however, 
whidi had been formed, being found evidently too 
ineHicacious, and it being supposed that his aid was of 
some consequence towards bringing ilie people to con 
sent to one of suihueut eiiicacy for Uieir own good, fic 

oonteated to come into the conventkm, and on the aaae 
motive, after much pressing, to take a part in tbe new 

governmenl, and get it under way. That were he to 
continue longer, it might give room to say. that having 
taated the sweeta of office, he could not do without th&m t 
that he leaUy fdt himself growing old, bis bodUy health 
less firm, his memory, always bad, becoming worse, and 
perhaps the other faculties of his mind showing a decay 
to others of which he was insensible himself; that this 
apprefacmion pertfciilarly oppressed him; thnt he found, 
moreover, his activity lessened, business tbcicfbR move 
irksome, and tranquility and retirement become an 
irresistible passion. That however he felt himself 
obliged, for these reasons, to retire from the govemment, 
yet he should consider it as unfortunate, if that diould 
bring on the retirement of tlie great officers of the gov- 
ernment, and that this might produce a shock on the 
pubUc mind of dangerous consequence. 

1 told htm that no man had ever had less derire of 
entering into public offices than myself; that the cir- 
' ctunstance of a perilous war, which brought every thing 
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into danger, and called for all the services which every 
dtizcn cottld ftnder, 1i*d indaeed ne to undertake the 
adtnjtiistratioa of the government of Virginia; that I 
haH hnth hpfore and after refused repeated appoint- 
nieQts of Congress to go abroad in that sort of office, 
wliieli, U I htd oooMiltied my own ^Attfioation, would 
■Iniost have been the most ngveeabk to tne; that at the 

end nf t'To yrnr?, T rf"^5f!'nrr1 fhr y^nvprr menl of Virtjtnia, 
and retired with a firm resolution never more to appear 
in public life; that a domestic loss, however, happened, 
and made me fancy that absenoe and a change of leene 
for a time might be expedknt for me ; that I therefore 
accepted a foreign appointment, limited to two years; 
that at the close of that, Doctor Franklin having left 
Piance, I was appointed to tiq^ply hii phee, whidi t had 
accepted, and thoui^ I oontinued in it three or four 
years, it was under the mn^itaTTt iden of remnining only 
a year or two longer; that the revolution in France com- 
ing on, I had so interested myself in the event of that, 
that when obliged to bring my family home, I liad ctHl 
an idea of reluming and awaiting the close of that, to 
fix the era of my final retirpmpnt; that on my arrival 
here I found he had appointed me to my present office; 
thai lie knew I had not ooroe into it wfthont aome re- 
luctance ; that it was , on my part, a Sacrifice of tnclina- 
tion to the opinion that I might be more serviceable here 
than in France, and with a firm resolution in my mind, 
to indulge my constant wish for retirement at no very 
distant day; that when, therefore, I had reodved his 
letter, written from Mount Vernon, on his way to Caro- 
lina and Georgia, (April Ist, 1791) and discovered, from 
an expression in that, that he meant to retire from the 
government ere long, and as to the precise qmch there 
cotdd be 00 doubt, my mind was immediately made up. 
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to make that the epoch of my own retirement from those 
labors of which I was heartily tired. That, however, I 
did not believe there was any idea in any of my brethren 
la tlie sdmlnistrAtioii of retirlnf ; that on tlie oontnuy, 
I bad perceived at a late meeting of the trustees of the 
sinking fund, that the Secretary of the Treasury had 
developed the plan he intended to pursue, and that it 
f^Nn**** yieaii io itt vmw. 

Be nid that he considered the Treasmy department 
as a much more hmitcd one, going^ only to the single ob- 
ject of revenue, whiie that of ihe Secretary of State, 
embracing nearly all the objects of administration, was 
mudi more important, and the letifemeiit of the offiecr 
thcrefbie, would be more noticed; that though the 
government had set out with a pretty general good will 
of the public, yet that symptoms of dissatisfaction had 
lately thown themielvca tar beycmd what he could have 
expected, and to what hei^t tbeae mif^t arii^ in caae 
of toogreatadianfeintheadminietiatiotttcouldnotbe 
foreseen. 

I told him, that in my opimon, there was only a smgle 
•ouroe of tiifeie ditcootente. Though they had indeed 
appeared to tpread themselves over the War department 

also, yet I considered that as an overflowing only from 
their real channel, which would never have taken place, 
if they had not &Bt been generated in another dejMurt- 
nicnt» to wit, that of the Treatiuy. That a qratem had 
there been contrived, for deluging the States with paper 
money instead of gold and silver, for withdrawing our 
citizens from the pursuits of commerce, manufactures, 
bttildBnga, and other brandies of naeful indoatry, to oe> 
cupy themselves and their capitals in a species of gamb- 
ling, destructive of morality, and which had introduced 
its poison into the governmeul itself. That it was a 
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fact, as certidnly known as that he and I were th«n con- 
versing, that particular members of the legislature, 

while tho'^r law? were on the carpet, had feathered their 
nests with paper, had then voted for the laws, and con- 
stantly sioce lent all the energy of their talents, and 
testmtnatitaHty of fbelr offices, to tbe cstaWMiwwt umI 
enlargement of this system; that they had chained it 
about our necks for a great length of time, and in order 
to keep the game in their hands bad, from time to time, 
aided In making sudi legislative constructions of the 
constitution, as made it a very different thing from what 
the people thought they had submitted to; that they 
bad now brought forward a proposition far beyond any 
one ever yet advanced, and to which the eyes of many 
woe ttttiied, as the dedsioa whkli was to let us know, 

whether we live tindrr a limited or an unlimited fro'^'crn- 
ment. He asked ine to what proposition I alluded? 
I answered, to that in the report on manufactures, which, 
under color of giving botmlut for the encouragement 
of particular naailfactures, meant to establsh the doc- 
trine, that the power given by the constitution to collect 
taxes to provide for the general weljate of the United 
States, permitted Congress to take everything under 
their management which thty should deem for the 
public welfare, and which is susceptible of the applica- 
tion of money ; consequently, that the subsequent enum- 
eration of their powers was not the description to which 
fcsort must be bad, and did not at all oonstitnte tlie 
limits of their authority; that this was a very diCFerent 
qup«^tinn from thnt of the bank, which was thoug^ht an 
incident to an enumerated power; that, therefore, this 
decision was expected with great anxiety; that, indeed, 
I hoped the ptoposltkm would be tejected, believing 
fbere was a majority in both Honses against it, and 
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Ikat if It Aadd be, it raid be eooridend as • fmof 
that thiil^ were returniug into their true channel; and 
that, at any rate, I looked forward to the broad repre- 
emUtion which would sh<»tly take place, for keeping 
the fcmeral cooetitutioa on hs troe fFonad; and that 
tins would fonove • fieat deal of tbe d iaeontc a t whicb 
bad shown itself. The conversation ended with this 
last topic. It is here stated nearly as much at kn^h 
as It really was ; the expressions preserv ed where 1 could 
icooilect them, and their sahttanoe ahvaya fidthfttUy 
•tated. 

Mafcb 1,1782. T.J. 

On the 2d of January, 179?, ^^ess^s Fitz?;irnraons and 
Gerry (among others) dined with me. These two staid 
with a Mr. Learned of Connecticut, after the company 
waa fooe. We got on the aubject of r e f erencea by the 
legislature to the Heads of departments, considering 
their mischief in every direction. Geny and Fita- 
timmoQS dearly opposed to them. 

Two daya allerwasda (January 4th), Mr. Bourne from 
Rhode Island pnaented a memorial from his State, com- 
plaining of ineqtulity in the Assumption, and moved to 
refer it to the Secretary of the Treasury. Fitzsimmooa, 
Gerry and others opposed it; but it was carried. 

January I9th. Fitzsimmons moved, that the Prtsi- 
dmt of tkt UnUtdStaUt be requested to direct the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, to lay before the House informa- 
tion to enable the legislature to judge of the additional 
revenue necessary on tbe increase of the military estab- 
liduncBt. Tbe Bona^ on debatcv atnid^ out tbe words, 
'*PltC8idaat of tfaa United Sutea.*' 



1792 ANAS of THOMAS JEFFERSON. 



March 7th. The subject resumed. An animated 
delNite took place on tlie tendency of fefereneet to the 

Heads of departments; and it seemed that a grrat ma- 
jority would be against it ; the House adjourned. Treas- 
ury greatly alarmed, and much industry supposed to be 
iiied before next morning, when It wee brought on again, 
and ddiated through the day, and on tlie question, the 
Treasury carried it by thirty-one to twenty-seven; but 
deeply wounded, since it was seen that all Pennsylvania, 
eaocept Jacobs, voted against the reference ; that Tucker 
of Sonth Gafofiaa ynUA for It, and Sampler abaented 
himself, debauched for the moment only, because of the 
connection of the question with a further A^umption 
which South Carolina iavored; but showing that they 
never were to be counted on among the Treasury votes. 
Some others absented themselves. Gerry changed 
sides. On the whole, it showed that Treasury influenoe 
was tottering. 
Committed to writhig this 10th of March, 1792. 

Mat. 0, 1792. A oonsidtation at (.). Present, Ham- 
Uton, Knox, JefferMMi. 

1. Subject. 

Kirkland's letter. British idea of a new line 
from Genesee to Ohio. See extract on another paper. 

Deputation of Six Nations now mi thefa- way here. 
Their dispositions donbtful. Street (Samuel), a Con- 
necticut man, a great scoundrel coming with them, 
(tee-fourth of the nation against us. Other three- 
fourths questioaftble. 

Agreed they should be welt treated, but not over- 
tnisted. 



Food's f^wrt Stednan's rqiort. These two per^ 
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sons had been to Niagara, where they had much con- 
versation with Colonel Gordon, commanding officer. 
He said he had rciauon of bt. Clair's defeat from a sensi- 
ble Indian, who aMiired Um the ladiaiu htA 60 ldlk4 
and 150 wounded. They were commanded by Simon 
Girty, a renegade white from Virginia or Pennsylvania 
He said the Indians were right, that we should find them 
a poweifnl enemy, they were improving in war, did you 
ever before hear, aaya he, of Indiana being lalUed tluee 
times? (This rallying was nothing more than the re- 
turns on the three charges with bayonets made by our 
troops, which produced a corresponding retirement of 
the Indiani, but not a fight). That we should never 
have peace of the Indians but thro the mediation of 
Britain; that Britain must appoint one Commissioner, 
the Uiiiieti States one, the Indians one: a line must be 
drawn, and Britain guarantee the line and peace. Pond 
says the British have a prospect of settling one thousand 
families at the Illinok; that Captain Stevenson who was 
here some time ago, and who came over with Governor 
Simcoe was sent here to Hammond to confer about these 
mtten. (Stevenson stayed here five days and we know 
was constantly with Hammond). Colonel Gordon re- 
fused to let Pond and Stedman go on. They pretended 
private business, but in reality had been sent by the 
President to propose peace to the North West Indians. 

Hamilton doubts Pcnd's truth and his fiddity, as he 
talks of a close intimacy with Colonel Gordon. 

Jefferson observed that whether Pond be faithful or 
false, his facts are probable, because not of a nature to 
he designedly coounnnlcated if false. Besides they are 
supported in many points from other questions. 

It seems that the English exercise jurisdiction over 
all the country south of the Oeneaee, and their idea ap- 
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pears, to have • mem line along that river, then along the 
Allegheny to Port FItt, thence dne west or petfaape akmf 

the Tndt'^n lines to fh? Mksi'^'^i'ppJ, to give thprn arress 
to the Mississippi. Hamilton here mentioned that, 
' Hammond in a conversation with him had spolcen of 
tattling our uncertain boandary innn the Lake of the 
Woods dut vest to the Mississippi by substituting from 
the Lake of the Woods in a siraigkt Uiu to ikt hmd of 
the Mississippi. 

Agreed in n vote nevtr to admit Britidi mediation. 

HamOtoa piDpoaed that a summary statement of all 
the fart«! wi» are po^essed nf relative tn the aid by the 
British to the Indians be made and delivered to Pinck- 
ney to form a representation on it to the dty of London. 

JeffeiaoD ohitfved it wontd be proper to possess Ur. 
Pinckney of all the facts that he might at all times 
be able to meet the British minister in conversation, 
but that whether he should make a representation or 
not, In foim, depended oo another question. Whether 
it is better to keep the negotiation here or tcansfer it 

there? fnr thnt rrrtriinlv any prorccrling there would 
slacken those here and put it in their power gradually to 
render them the principal. The President was of opin- 
Um the niKotiatioii dtonld be kept here by all means. 

Shall anything be said here to Hammond? Jefferson, 
No. There is no doubt but the aids given by subordi- 
nate officers are with secret approbation of the court. 
A feeble complaint to Hammond then wiU not cbange 
their oondnct and ytt will hmniliate us. 

Oiipstion, propo<^P'd hy tho Prr?;idpnt, Shall a person 
be sent to the north western Indians by the way of Fort 
Pitt and Vincennes to propose peace P Knox observed 
that siidi a penott eotdd at this season be at Vincennes 
in twenty^fiwe dajs and recommended one Tnieman 
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and tfaftt he dioald, from Pott W—Mngtoo take aoae 

Indian prisoners as a safeguard. Agreed, but the per- 
son to be further considered of. 

Question. Shall a second deputation be procured 
frgm the Indiaiie now expected here, to go to same place 
on wme object? Hamilton, No. It will ehow too 
much earnestness. Jt fFcrson, No, for same reason, and 
because two deputations, independent of each other 
might counterwork each other. PrcMdent, No, ior tiie 
last reason. 

Jeffcfson proposed takhif a small post at Praqtte 

Isle. 

1. To cut off communication between the Six Na- 
tioos and westan Indiana. 3. To vindicate our right 
hy possesriott. S. To be able to begin a naval pns' 
paration. Hamilton opposed. It will certainly be at* 
tacked by the English and bring on war We are not in 
a couduion to go to war. Kuox as usual with Hamilton. 
Premlent: When ever we take post at Presqne ble it 
must be by going in great foiee, so as to establish otir* 
selves completely before an attack can be made, and 
with workmen and all materials to create a fleet in- 
stanter; and he verily believes it will come to that. 

Brant says be has resigned his English oommisnon and 
means to become entirdy an Indian and widMS to herd 
and unite all the Indians in a body. 

The President's answer to St. Claire's letter of resig- 
nation considered. It was drawn by Knox. The pas> 
sage was now omitted to which I objected in my note 
to the President of Mar. 2. Knox wished to insert some- 
thing like an approbation of all his conduct by the Presi- 
dent. Jefferson said if the President approved ail his 
conduct it would be right to say so. The President said 
he had always duapproved of two things: 1. The want 
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of infoniiation. 2. Not keeping bis amjr in such a 
position always as to be al^ to dbplay ttem in « line 

behind t w«» in the Indian manner at any moment. 

Knox acquiesced and the letter was altered to avoid 
touching on anything rebtive to the action* unless St. 
Clair should dhoose to retain a danse acknowkdgiBK hb 
zeal that day. 

The future comrnartdpr falkpd of. 

President went over ail the ciiaracters, viz: 

Mocgttn. No Iwad. Health gone. Speculator. 

Wayne. Brave and nothing dte. DeStfves credit for 
Stony Point, but on another occasion rtin his head 
against a wail where success was both impossible and 
UsdeM. 

Irwin. Does not know Um. Has formed a middUng 

opinion of him 

Hamilton, (said) ITe npver distinguished hiniseif. 
All that he did during the war was to avoid any censure 
of any kind. 

Wfldnson. Brave— enterprising to excets, but many 
unapprovRblp points in his chfirnctpr. 

Lee. A better h^d and more resource than any of 
them, but no economy, and being a junior of&cer, we 
diould lose benefit of good seniors who would not 
serve under him. , 

Pinckney. Sensible. Tactician but immersed in 
business. Has refused other appointments and prob- 
ably will refuse this or accept with reluctance. 

Pickens. Governor Pinckney recommends him for 
Southern command if necessary. Sensible, modest, 
enterprising and judicious. Yet doubtful if he is ^qtul 
to command oi 6000 men. Would be an untried tmdef- 
taUng for Um. 

Sumter. Knox intimated he must be commander- 
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lB<chkf or nothing. IdCMfMiUe of MibofdiiuUkm. Nodi'' 

ing concluded 

Question proposed. Shall we use Indians against 
Indians and particularly shall we invite the Six Nations 
to fobx tn. 

Knox agreed there were but thirty-iix of them who 
joined the enemy last year, and that we could not count 
on more than the Corai^anter and 200 to join us. 

Jefferwo. Against employing Indfami. Diahonor- 
aUe poHqr. He bad latbcr let 86 take tiie other ride 
than have 200 on ours. 

Hamilton disliked employing them. No indepcod- 
ence — barbarians — treacherous. 

Knox, for employing 500. 

President. They must be employed with us or they^ 
will be against us. Perhaps immaterial as to Six Na- 
tions but material as to Southern. He would use them 
to scour round the aruiy at a distance. No small par- 
tiee of enemy ooiild apiMoecii tfaio* them to dboover 
our movements. Ife wotdd notwithstanding take some 
precautions by our own men for fear of infidelity. Bx> 
pensive, discontented, imiubordinate. 

Conclusion. They sh^ll not be invito ; but to be 
toM tiiat if tiiey cannot icstrahi their yomig men Jicom 
taking one side or tht other, we will neeive and em- 
ploy them. 

Written this lUUi of Mar., 1792. 

1792, March lHh. Consulted verbally by the Prea- 
dent, on whom a committee of t!ie Senate (Izard, Morris, 
and King) are to wait tomorrow morning, to know 
irtiethcr he will think it proper to redeem onr Algetine 
captives^ Md make a treaty with the Algerinee, on the 



1792 ANAS of THOMAS JEFFERSON. 63 



dngle vote of the Semtt. wMioat tektng flmt of the 

Representatives. 

My opinions run on the following heads: 

We mart go to Algkn with «esh in our lieiidt. Whete 
shall we get it? By loan? By oomcrtiUf money flow 

in the treastiry? 

Probably a loan might be obtained on the President's 
aiitibority; but as tiiia could not be tepeid without n 
subsequent act of l^Matiire. the R ep r emt atiyei 

mig-ht rcfij<;p it. So if monpy in the trOUHIfy be Oon* 
verted, they may refuse to sanction it. 

The subsequent approbation of the Senate being neces- 
aery to validate a treaty, tiiey aqpeet to be oonsoHed 
beforehand, if the case admits. 

So the suhf?eqtjent art of the Representatives being 
necessary where money is given, why should not they 
expect to be coosolted In W» mtimttt when the case 
admits; A treaty is a law of the load. But prudence 
will point out this difTcrcnce to be attended to in mak- 
ing them; viz. where a treaty contains such articles only 
as will go into execution of themselves, or be carried into 
ciectttiott by the jt^ies, they nmy be safdy made; but 
where there are articles which require a law to be passed 
afterwards by the legislature, great caution is requisite. 

For example; the consular convention with France re- 
qtdtcd a very sbmI! kgidative regulation. Tfafo con- 
vcttticm was unanimously ratified by the Senate. Yet 
the same idcntiral men threw hv tlic law to enforce it nt 
the last session, and the Representatives at tliis session 
have placed it among the laws whicii they may take up 
ct not» at tlieir own convenience, as if tliat was a liigfaer 
motive than the public faith. 

Therefore, s^^inst hazarding tiiis transaction without 
tlie sanction of both Houses. 
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The President concurred. The Senate express the 
motive for this proposition, to be a fear that the Repre- 
sentatives would nui keep the secret. He has no opin- 
ion of the fccreqr of the Senate. In this irery cue, Ur. 
laaid made the commutiicatiun to him, silting next to 
him at table, on one hand, while a lady (Mrs. McLane) 
was on his other band, and the French minister next to 
her; and as Mr. Izard got on irith Itii oomniitnication, 
his voice kept rising, and his stutter bolting the words 
out loudly at intervals, so that the minirter might hear 
if he would. He said he had a great mind at one time 
to have got up, in order to put a stop to Mr. Izard. 

1791. Towards the ]atter end of November, Hamilton 
had drawn Temant into a conversation on the subject of 
the treaty of commerce recommended by the National 
Aaaembly of France to be negotiated with us, and« ai ha 
bad no ready instructions on the subject, he led him into 
a proposal that Temant should take the thing up as a 
volunteer with me, that we should arrange conditions, 
and let them go for confirmation or refusal. Hamilton 
ccmimtmicated tbb to the President, who came into it« 
and proposed it to me. I disapproved of it, oblttviiig 
that such a volunteer project would be binding on us, 
and not them ; that it would enable them to ImU out how 
far we would go, and avail themadves of it. However* 
the Fresidettt thought it worth trinng, and I acqniesoed. 
I prepared a plan of treaty for exchanging the privi- 
k i^os of native siibjrcts and fixing all duties forever as 
they now &tood. liainilton did not like this way of 
fixing the dutieSt because, be said, many articles here 
would bear to be raised, and therefore, he would pre- 
pare a tariff. He did so, raising duties lor the French, 
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Iram twcnty-Ave to fifty per cent. So thejr were to give 
i!9 tlie privileges of native subjects, and we, as a com- 
pensation, were to make them pay higher duties. Hem- 
kiM, hevfiig mede Me emngemcnte with Bemmood to 
pfletend that tfaoagti he had tio powcfe to ceiirltide e 

trraty of comrncrcc, yrt bis general conimTS<;ion aTithor- 
ized him to enter into the discussion of one, then pro- 
posed to the President at one of our meetings that the 
bitrtieae diotdd be tahca up with Henunond la the eame 
informal way. I now discovered the trap which he 
had laid, by first getting the Pre^sident into that step 
with Ternant. 1 opposed the thing warmly. Hamiltoa 
oheerved If we dkl it with Tcfiumt we ehould elao with 
Hammond. The President thought this reasonable. 
I desired fiim to recollect, I hat^ h^en ag-riin^t it with 
Ternant, and only acquiesced under liis opimon. So 
the matter went ofi as to both. His scheme evidently 
waa, to get lie engaged fitet with Ternant, merdy tiiat 
he might have a pretext to engage us on the same ground 
with Hammond, taking care, at the same time, hy an 
extravagant tariff, to render it impossible we should 
eome to eny ooncluaioa with Ternant: probably mean- 
ing, at the same time, to propoee terms ao favoiable to 

Crent Britain, a?? wmild attich to thni country by 
treaty. On one of those occasions he asserted that our 
commerce with Great Britain and her colonies was put 
on a mndi mote favorable footiiig than with Pnnce and 
her colonies. I therefore prepeied the tabvler comr 
parafive view of the footing of our commerce with those 
nations, which see among my papers. See also my pro- 
ject of a treaty and Hamilton's tariff. 
Committed to writing Merch tlth, 1702: 

1703, Afordk lllfe, Mr. Stertet tells me^ that sitting 
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round ft fire the other day wttlt four or five others. (Mr. 

Smith of South Carolina was one), somebody mentioned 
that the murderers of Hogeboom, sheriff of Columbia 
county, New York, were acquitted. "Aye," says Smith, 
'*tltb it what comet of your duamtd irial by fury.** 

Vcfbol answer proposed to the Prebtdeut to be made 
to the Committee who are to wait on him with the reso- 
lution of the 10th inst., congratulating on the comple- 
tion and acceptanee of Uie Frandt oonatitution. 

That the Finiidciit wSk, in bit answer, oootmunicate 
to the King of the French, the sentiments expressed by 
the House of Representatives in the resolution which 
the committee has delivered him. 

liar. 12; 1798. 

It was observable, that whenever at any of otir con- 
sultations, anything was proposed as to Great Britain, 
Hamilton had cuustanily ready something which Mr. 
Haimnoikl had communicated to him, which suited the 
iubjeet and proved the intimacy of thdi oommunica- 
lions; insomuch, that I believe he communicated to 
Hammond all our views, and knew from him, in return, 
the views of the British court. Many evidencet of this 
occumd; I win state some. 1 ddivend to thePresident 
my report of instructions for Curmichael and Short on 
the subject of navigation, boundary and commerce, and 
desired him to submit |t to Hamilton. Hamilton made 
aevers! just critidsms on different parts of it* Butudiere 
I asserted that the United States had no right to alienate 
an inch of tlie territory of any State, he attacked and 
denied the doctrine. See my report, his note, and my 
answer. A few days after cttue to hand Kirkland's 
letter, infonning us that the Britidi, at Niagaia, ez* 
pectcd to nm a new line between themselves and us; 
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aod the reports of Pond and Stedman, informing tu it 
was understood at Niagara, that Captain Stevenson liad 
been mat liert by SiiBooe to settle Itet plm «ltb Ibm* 
mond. Hence HamiltonS attaclc of the principle I 
had laid down, in order to prepare the wny for this new 
line. See minute of March the 9th. Another proof. 
At one of out conmltatiou, sboitt the fast of DoBenber « 
1 mentioned that I wished to give in my vqiovi on com- 
merce, in which 1 could not avoid recomTnending a com- 
niercial retaliation against Great Britain. Hamilton 
opposed it violently; and among other arguments, ob- 
■cmd, timt it trat of ttOMimimrtaoee to tif tobave the 
posts than to commence a commercial war; that this, and 
this alone.would fre? m from the expense of the Indian 
wars; that it would therefore be the height of imprudence 
ill n, white tfcftting for tiie nimRder of tlw pasta, to 
OQIKfe in «&ytliiiig which would irritate tlwm; that tf 
we did 9o, they would naturally say, "these people mean 
war, let us therefore hold what we have in our hands." 
This stgttmcnt straclc me forcibly, and I said, "if there 
te a iMpa of oblainhig tlie posts, t agtce it woaM be int' 
prudent to risk that hope by a commercial retaliation. 
I will, therefore, wait till Mr. Hammond ^ives me in his 
assignment of breaches, and if that gives a glimmering 
of hope that tliey mean to surrender the posts, I will not 
give in my report till the next session." Now, Ibm- 
• mond had received my a^^^ip^nment of breaches on the 
16th of December, and about the 22(i or 23d had made 
me an apology for not having been able to, send me his 
oonnter*a8riganicnt of bieaeliea; but in tenns wldch 
showed I might expect it in a few days. From the 
moment it escaped ray lips in the presence of Hamilton, 
tliat I would not give in my report till I should see Ham- 
mond's couuteivcomplaint, and judge if there was n 
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iMpe of the pMta, B«]iiinood never Hid • word to me 

on any occasion, as to the time he should be ready. At 
length the President got out of patience, and insisted 
I should jog him. This I did on the 21st of February, 
at the Proddent** anembly; he itninediatdy promiaed I 
should have it in a few days, and^aooofdiliclyf OH fbc 
6th of March I received it. jji,^ 
Written March 11th, 1792. 

March i2ik, 1792. Sent tor^by the' Ftesident. end 
desired to briug the letter he had signed to the King of 

France. Went. He said the House of Representatives 
had, on Saturday, taken up the communication he had 
Qiade of the Kui^ ^ letter to him, and come to a vote in 
their own name; that he did not expect this when he 
sent the message and the letter; otherwise he would have 
sent the message without the letter, as ] had proposed. 
That he apprehended the legislature would be endeav- 
orinf to invade the executive. I told him I had under- 
stood the House had resolved to request him to join 
their congratulations to his on the completion and ac- 
ceptance of the cotistitution on which part of the vote, 
there were only two dissentients, (Barnwell and Ben- 
•on) that the vote waa tiiirty*five to lixteen on that 
part which expressed an approbation of the wisdom of 
the constitution; that in the letter he had signed, I had 
avoided saymg a word in approbation of the constitu- 
tion, not knowing whether the King» in lui heart, ap- 
proved it. Why. indeed, layi he, I bcfin to doubt very 
much of the a fFa irs of France ; there are papers from l.on 
don as late as the 10th of January, which represent them 
as going into confusion. He read over the letter he bad 
signed, found there waa not a word which could commit 
hi^ judgment ahout the eooetstntioo, and gnve it to me 
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huk tgain. TUt ft one of many pnx^ I fasve lud, of 
Us mmt of oofifideoce in tlie event of the French revolu- 

tlon, T^^ fnrt is, that Onvcmrijr Morrh, a high-flying 
monarchy man, shutting his eves and liis faith lo every 
fact against his wishes, and believing everything he 

desires to be true, has Irept tlie Pierident's mind coo- 

stantly poisoned with his fofcbodings. Hiat the Presi- 
dpnt wishes the revolution may be established, I be- 
lieve from several indications. 1 remember, when I 
received the news of die Ring's flight end capture, I 
first told tiim of it at his assembly. I never saw him so 

much dejfctfd hy nnv evrnt in my lifp. TTp frprP5?pd 
clearly, on this occasion, his disapprobation of tlie 
legislature referring things to the Heads of departments. 
Written March the 18th. 

Eodem die. Ten o'clock A. M. The preceding was 
about nine o'clock. The President now sends Lear to 
me, to ask what answer he shall give to the committee^ 
and pattiodarly, whether he shall add to it, that, '*ln 
ntaldng the communication, it was not his expectation 
♦hat the House should give any answer." I told Mr. 
Lear that I thought the Hottse had a right, independent- 
ly of legidation, to express sentiments on other sub- 
jects. That when these subjects did not belong to any 
other branrh pirtirtilarly, they wotiM ptihli<;h them 
by their own authority; that in the present case, which 
respected a foreign nation, the President being the organ 
of our natiott with other nations, the House would satisfy 
their duty, if, instead of a direct communication, they 
should pass their sentiments through the President; that 
If expressing a sentiment were really an invasion of the 
executive power, it was so fahit a one, tliat It would be 
difficult to demoostinte it to the imbUc, and to a fiubtic 
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pextial to the French reYotation, and not diapotcd to 

consider the approbation of it from any quarter as im- 
proper. That tyie Senate, indeed, had given many in- 
dications 01 their wish to invade the executive power: 
the Representativet had done it in one caae, whidi waa 
Indeed mischievous aad akiming; that of giving orden 
to the Heads of the executive departments, without con- 
sulting the President ; but that the late vote for directing 
the Secretary of the Treasury to report ways and means, 
tbottgh canted, mu carried bj so tmall • majoiity, and 
with the aid of members so notoriously under a local 
influence on that question, rs to give a hope that the 
practice would be arrested, and the constitutional course 
be taken up, of asking the President to have inftmnatkm 
laid before them. But that in the present instance, it 
was so far from being clearly an invasion of the executive 
and would be so little approved by the genera! voice, 
that 1 could not advise the President to express any 
diMatitlisction at the vote of the House: and t gave 
Iicar, in writing, what t tliottgbt sliould lie Ids aasnm. 
See it. 

March ZUt. A meeting at the President's; present, 
Thoflus Jefferson, Alexander Hamiltoo, Hcmy Knox 

and Edmond Randolph, The subject was the resolu- 
tion of the House of Representatives, of March 27th, 
to appoint a committee to inquire mto the causes of the 
Isiluie ct the late ezpeditioo nnder Ibjor GeoenJ 8t 
Qair with the power to caU for sndi persons, pap^ 
and records as may be necessary to assist their in- 
quiries. The committee had written to Knox for the 
original kttcia, instructions, &c. The President bad 
called IIS lo coostilt, macdj because it was the first «x« 
ampl^ and be wiiticd that so &r as it dionld baeoma 
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ft pnccdent, H thottld be rightly condneted. He BeiOer 
ftdaumlHlged nor denied, nor even doubted the pro- 
priety of what the HniT<!c were doing-, for hr had not 
thott^ht upon it, not v.ns acquainteci with subjects of 
this kind: he could readily conceive there might be 
pnpeft of so secret a flftture, nt that tbey oi^t not t» 
be given up. We were not prepnred, and iHslied time 
to think and enquire. 

Apr& 3d. Met again at the President's, on the same 

subject. We had all considered, and were of one mind, 
fir^t, that the House was an inqttest, anrl therefore nii^ht 
institute inquiries. Second, that jt might call for papers 
generally. Third, that the executive ought to com- 
municate such papers as the public good would pemiit» 
and ought to refuse tlwse, the ^sekmneof wMch would 
injure the public. Con<;eqtiently were to exerdse a dis- 
cretion. Fourth, that neither the committee nor IfoiMe 
badarlfhttocanon tkelleadof adepaftment, who and 
fvfiose papers were under tlie F^dent alone^ bnt that 
the committee should instruct their chairman to move 
the House to address the President. We had princi- 
pally consulted the proceedings of the Commons in the 
case of Sfa* Robert Waipole, 18 Chandler's Debates. 
For the first point, see pages 161, 170, 172, 183, 187, 
207; for the secnnrf, pn^?"; 153, 173, 207; for the third, 
81, 173, appendix page 44; fourth, page 246. Note. 
Hamilton agieed witb us in all tiiese points, except as to 
the power of the House to call on Heads of departments. 
He observed, that as to his department, the act con- 
stituting it had made it subject to Congress in some 
points, but he thought himself not so far subject, as to 
he obliged to produce all tfie papers they might call for. 
They might denmnd secrets of a vcfymiscliiavoiis nature. 
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Here I tlioui^t he began to f«u' they would go oa to 

exaTnlning how far their own members and other per- 
sons in the government had been dabbling in stocks, 
bulks, &c., and that he probably woiild dioow io thb 
ease to deny their power; and, in diort, be endeavored 
to place himself subject to the House, when the erecu- 
tive should propose what he did not like, and subject to 
the executive, when the House should propose uuyllung 
diieg^eeaUe. I observed beie « difference between 
the British parliameot and our Congress, that the for- 
flier was a legislature, »n inquest, and a council (S. C. 
pafe 01.) for the Kmg. The latter was, by the consti- 
tiitioo, a legislature and an inquest, but not a coundL 
Pfaially agreed, to upetk leporfttely to the membera of 
the commitee, and bring them by perstiaaion into the 
ripht channel. It was agreed in this case, that there 
was not a paper which might not be properly produced, 
timt copks only riiould be sent, with an assuranee, diat 
if they should desire it, a clerk Sliould attend with the 
originals to be verified by themselves The committee 
were Fitzsimmons, Steele, Mercer, Clarke, Sedgwick, 
Giles and Vining. 

it/ra m, 1702. The President had wilhed to redeem 

our captives at Algiers, and to make peace vrith them 
on paying an annual tribute. The Senate were willing 
to approve this, but unwilling to have the lower House 
appKed to previously to furnish the tnoney; theywiihed 
the President to take the money from the treasury, or 
open a loan for it. They thought that to consult the 
Representatives on one occasion, would give them a 
handle always to daim it, and would let them faito a 
participation of the power of making treaties, which the 
CQBStitutioo bad given exduaively to the President and 
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Senate. They wid too, that if the pcurtfeular sum niM 
voted by the RepreMlitadvcs, it would not be a secret* 

The President had no confidence in the secresy of the 
Senate, and did not choose to take money from the 
tieuuty or to bontm. Bttt he etgieed he wonUI enter 
into ptovisloiuil treaties with the Algerinea, not to he 
binding on us till ratified here T prepared questions 
for consultation with the Senate, and added, that the 
Senate were to be apprized, that on the return of the 
provislonel traity, and after they should advise the 
ratification, he would not have the seal put to it till the 
two Houses should vote the money. He asked me if 
the treaty stipulating a sum and ratified by him, with 
the ad^rihae of the Senate, wcmld not be good uhder the 
constlttttion, and obligatory on the Reptescntatlves to 
furnish the money? T answered it certainly would, and 
that it would be the duty of the Representatives to 
raise the money; but that they might decline to do what 
was their duty, and 1 thought it night be incautious to 
commit himself by a ratification with a fordgn nation, 
where he might be left in the lurch in the exeeulinn: it 
was possible too, to conceive a treaty, which it would 
not be their duty to provide for. He said that he did not 
lUce flm»winf too nittch into democmtte hands, that if 
they would not do what the constitution called on them 
to do, the government would he an end, nnd must 
then assume another form. He stopped here; and I 
kept silence to see whether he would say anxthing more 
in the same line, or add any ctualifying expression to 
soften what he had said, but he did neither. 

I had observed, that wherever the fi^!»ncy of either or 
both Houses would be requisite subsequent to a treaty 
to Gury it into effect, it would lie prudent to consult 
them previously, if ilie occasion ndniitted. That flint 
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it wu, we were ia the habit of eomultiiif the Senate 
inevfottsly, when the pennittedt because their 

subsequent ratification would be necessary. That there 
was the same reason for consulting the lower House pre- 
viously, where they were to be nlkd on ftftcfwnrds, and 
cqieciany ia the caae of moiiry, as tliey held the {wm 

strings, and would be jealous of them. However, he 
desired me to strike out the intimation that the seal 
would not be put till both Houses should have voted 
the money. 

April 6th. The President called on me before breat- 
fiist, ami first introduced some other matter, then ft U on 
the representation bill, which he had now in his pos- 
•esrion for the tentii day. I had before given hfan my 
opjakMi in writing, that the method of apportionment 
was contrary to the constitution He agreed that it was 
contrary to the common understanding of that instru- 
ment, and to what was understood at the time by the 
malcers of it; that yet it irould bear the construction 
whkb the bill put, and he observed that the vote for 
and against the hill was perfectly geographical, a north- 
em against a south cru vote, and be feared he should be 
thought to be taking side with a southero party. 1 
admitted the motive of deUcacy, but that it should not 
induce him to do wron^; nrg^ed the dangers to which the 
scramble for the fractionary members would always 
lead. He here expressed his fear that there would, ere 
long, 1>e a sqwratioii <rf the Union; that the public mind 
aeenicd dissatisfied and tending to this. He went home, 
sent for Randolph, the Attorney General, desired him 
to get Mr. Madison immediately and come to me, and 
if we three ooocurred in opinion that he should negative 
ttte bUl, he deshed to hear noihii^ more abottt it, hut 



tm jms of mmiAs jsmnscN. rs 



that we would draw the instnimetit for him to sign. They 
came. Our minds had been before made up. We drew 
Hie iDsttttmeiit. Randolpli catrled it to lilm. and told 
him we all concurred in it. He walked with him to the 
doOfi and as if he still wished to get oflF, he snid, "and 
yon say yon approve of this yourself." "Yes Sir," 
says Randolph, "I do upon my honor." He sent it to 
tfie Hottie of RepmetttatlvM inttanfljr. A few cf Hut 
liottest friends of the bill expfCMcd paarioo, but the 
m^jontv were satisfied, and both in and out of doors, it 
gave pleasure to have, at length, an instance of the 
Bcigiatlw twifly cscvdsedj 
Written tUs the Mh of AjiriL 

NoUt of a eomMrtaUonwUk Hammond. Jwntdd, 1702. 

Having received Mr. Hammond's letter of June 2d, 
informing me that my letter of May 29th shouM be sent 
to his court for their instructions, I immediately went 
to Ms fcome. He was not ni liome. I wrote lihtt s 
noie, invitinf tiim to eoine and dine witii ine alone, that 
■we might confer tojjether in a familiar wav on the stih- 
ject of our letters, and consider what was to be done. 
He was engaged; but said he would call on me any hotu* 
tiie next day. I Invited lilm to take • solo diuMr the 
next day. He accepted and came: After the cloth was 
taken off, and the servants retired, I introduced the 
conversation by adverting to that part of his letter 
wherein he diMvowed any intentional deeeptloa, if he 
had been misinfomied« and had misstated any facts, 
a"5';unng him thni T ncquittrd him of crcrv suspicion of 
that kind: that he had been here too short a time to be 
acquainted with facts himself, or to know the best 
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sources for getting at them: that I bad found great 
difficulty myadf in the inveatigatiaii of fttets, toad wiOi 

respect to the proceedings of the courts particularly, 
had been indebted to the circumstance of Congress 
being in session, so that I could apply to the members 
of the differant States for inforatatioii le^Mtiof tliair 
States. I told him that each party havipf now stated 
the matters between the two nations in the point of 
view in which they appeared to each, had lioped that 
we might by the way oi iree conversation abridge what 
remained: that I czpcclcd we were to take f<»- oar haiis, 
that the treaty was to he fully executed: that, on our 

part we had pronounced our demands explicitly, to 
have the upper posts delivered up, and the negroes paid 
for: that they objected infractions on our part, which we 
denied: that we ought to proceed to investigate the 
facts on whidi we differed: that thb was the country 
in which they could alone be investigated; and if it 
should be found we had unjusU^biy broken the treaty, 
the case was of a nature to admit of a proper oampn>> 
mite. 

He said that he believed the question had never been 
understood by his court; — admitted they had as yet 
beani only one side of it, acd ttiat from a party which 
entertained strong feelings against us (I tbioie he said 
the Refugees): that the idea would be quite new to hb 
court, of their having committed the first infractions, 
and of the proceedings on the subject of their debts here 
being ou the ground of retaliation; that this gave the 
case a complexion so entirely new and different ftom 
what had been contemplated, that be should not be 
justified in taking a single step: that he should send my 
letter to the ministers — that they would be able to con- 
sider facts and dates, see if they had really been the first 
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ittfiMtan* fliid My ivfaiit gfottiid tfa^ wwld take ofl fUt 
new state of the case: that the matter was now for the 

fir<!t time carried tnto miitiinl di'^rti'^'^inn : t7mt the clo^^e 
of riy letter contained specific propositions, to which 
they would of course give specific answers adapted to 
tba new atatemeDt of tliitiga twotigbt formnl I te* 
plied, that as to the fact of their committing the first 
infraction, it coulH not be questioned: confessed that I 
believe the ministers which signed the treaty, meant to 
ncente it: that tord Shdbnnie^s plan was to produce 
a new ooalescence by a liberal conduct towards us: that 
the ministry which fsticcfpflerl thoug-ht the treatv too 
liberal, and wished to curtail its eflfect in the course of 
executing it; but that if every move and cotmter-move 
was to cross the Atlantic, it wottld be a long gamein* 
deed. He said, no: that lie tlioufht they could take 
their iiltiriiate ground at once, on having before ttiem a 
full view of the facts, and he thought it fortunate that 
Mr. Bond, fmn whom he got most of his infomation, 
and Lord Dorchester, would be on the spot to bring 
thinf:? tn rights, and he imagined he COIlld tCCeive Us 
instructions before November. 

I told him that I apprehended that Lord Dorchester 
would not fed a dlsporftlott to promote eoncOiation, 
sedng Mntself marked personally as an infractor; and 
mentioned to him the opinions entertained here of the 
unfriendliness of Mr. Bond's mind towards us. He jus- 
tiiicd Mr. Bond., bcUe^ him candid and deposed to 
vondliate. Besides Mr. Bond, he bad leodved inf otma- 
tion from their other consuls, nnd the factors of the 
merchants, who assured him that they could furnish 
proofs of the facts they communicated to him, and 
wludi he had advanced on their anthofity, and that 
be dioidd now write to them to prodnoe tfadr antbor* 



7$ 



ANAS 0/ THOUAS JEFFERSON, 



1790 



Itjr. He adnittcd that the debt to Britiih iiibjcctt 

might be considered as liquidated from the Potomac 
northward; that South CaroHna was making a laud- 
able effort to pay hers; and that the ooly importaat 
objcet now wi^ that of IHrginia, ainoaiitiog by hit 
list to two millions sterling; that the attention of 
the British merchants from North to South was turned 
to the decision of the case of Jones and Walker, whidi 
he hoped would take place at the praeent MMion, 
and let them see what they had to depend on. I 
told him that I was sorry to learn that but two 
judges had arrived in Richmond, and that unless 
the third arrived they would not take it up. I desired 
him to obwm that the qiieitioii io that case related 
only to that deacriptkm of debts wfaidi had been paid 
into the treasury: that without pretending to know with 
any accuracy what proportion of the whole debt of 
Virginia had been paid into the treasury, I believed it was 
a amall one; but the case of Jfoaes and Walker would be 
a precedent §ox those debts only: that as to the great 
residuary mass, there were precedents enough, as it 
appeared they were in a full course of recovery, and that 
there was no obstacle, real or appareqt. He did not ap> 
pear to baye adverted to the distinction, and ^we4 
marks of satisfaction on understanding that the ques- 
tion was confined to the other portion of the debts only. 
He thought that the collection, there being one tmder 
a hopefnl way, would of itself change tiie fvoond on 
whidi oiif difference stands. Be observed that the 
treaty was of itself so vague and inconsistent in many 
of its parts as to require an explanatory convention. 
He instanced the two articles, one of which gave them 

the navifation of the Uississippi, and the other bounded 
them by a due west Uae from the I«aka of the Woods, 
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wfaidi being now itndttitood to ptm beyond the mott 
oorthetB •ourcet of the Mieriatlppi, intercepted all 

acceas to that river: that to reconcile these articles, that 
line should be so run as to give them access to the navi- 
gable waters of the Mississippi, and that it would even 
be for our interait to introdnee « third power between 
us «nd the Spaniards. He asked my idea of the line 
froTQ the Lnkc of the Woods, nnd of now settling it. I 
told him I knew of no objection to the settlement of ft, 
that my idea of it was, that if it was an impassable line, 
M proposed In the treaty, it ihoidd be rendered punblo 
by as small and tmimportant an alteration as might be^ 
which I thought would be to throw in a line running due 
north from the northernmost sotirce of the Mississippi, 
till it Shodld strike the wettem line from the Lake of the 
Woods: that the article giving them a navigation in the 
Mis'^issippi did not relate at nil to this northern bound- 
ary, but to the southern one, and to the secret article 
respecting that: that he knew that our Provisional 
Treaty was made seven wedcs before that of Spain: that 
at the date of ours, their ministers had still a hope of re> 
taining Florida, in which case they were to come lip to 
the thirty-second degree, and in which case also the 
navigation of the Mississippi would have been important; 
but that they had not been able, in event, to retain tte 
otmtry to which the navigation was to be an appendage. 
(It was evident to me that they had it in view to claint 
a slice on our northwestern quarter, that they may get 
into fht Mls^ippi; indeed, I thought it presented as a 
soft of mahe-wdght with the posts to compensate fht 
great losses their citizens had Sustained by the infme- 

tions charged on m.) 

I I had hinted that 1 had not been without a hope that 
aa eatly p o s se s s i on of the posts might have beoi given • 
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i» w a ooniniaifienMiit of InU cxcctrtkm off flw 
He aikcd me if I h^d conodved that he was author* 

ized to write to the Governor of Canada to deliver tlS 
the posts? I said 1 had. lie smiled at that idea, and 
a&sured me he had by no means any such authority. 
I nientiooed what I had imderstood to have paated be- 
tween him and General Dickinson, which was related 
to tiie by Mr. Hawkins, to wit: that the posts might be 
deUvered upon the assurance of the recovery of their 
.debts hi Virginia. He aaid that if any andi thuf aa 
that had dropped from hhn, it aittst have been merely 
as a private and unauthorized opinion, for that the 
opinion of his court was, that the retention of the posts 
was but a short compensation for the losses which their 
dtkeiia had nistained, and wottld Mtttahi bytfaedehiy 
of their admiawon into our courts. (Putting together 
this expression and his frequent declaration that the 
face of the controversy was now so totally changed from 
what it was understood to be at his court, that no in- 
•tructiona of bis couU be apfdicabte to it, I oonchided 
that his court had entertained no thought of ever giving 
up the posts, and had framed their instructions to him 
on a totally diileretit hypothesis.) He asked what we 
understood to be the boundary between us and the 
Indians? I told him he would see by recurring to my 
report on the North Western Territory, and by tracing 
the line there described on Hutchins' map Wliat did 
1 understand to be our right in the Indian sod? 1st. 
A right of preemption of their lands; that ia to say, die 
sole and exdusive right of puiduuing inm them when- 
ever they should be willing to sell. 2d. A riglit of 
regulating the commerce between them and the wliites. 
Did I suppt^ that the right of preemption prohibited 
any iadivMual of another nation from pnithasing lands 
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which the IncUans should be willing to sell? Certainly. 
We comider It m ettablMied by ttie usage of different 

nations into a kind of jus gentium for America, that a 
white nation spttling down and declaring thnt such and 
such are their limits, makes an invasion of those limits 
by any otber wbHe wtion en act of war, but gives no 
sight of soil against the native poaaesaoR. Did I think 

the rigfit of rrgtilating the coTnmfrce wrnt to prohibit 
the Brjiish traders from coming into the Indian terri- 
tory? That has been the idea. He said this would be 

baid on tlie Indiana. I obaerved that wbidiever way 
the principle was catablidied, it would work equally on 

both sides the line. I did not know whether we would 
gain or lose by mutual admission or exclusion. Ue said 
they apprehended our intention waa to eztarmuiate the 
JnSiam and take the landa. I asauied him that, on 

the contrary, our system was to protect them, even 
against our own cHiT'ens ; that %"re wish to get lines es- 
tablished with all of tliem, and have no views even of 
potdiasing any nune lands of them for a long time. We 
eonaider them as a mare chaussee, or police, for scouring 
the woods on our hordrr<7, and preventing tlieir beiag,a 
cover for rovers and robbers. 

He wished the treaty had established an independent 
nation between us to keep us apart. He waa under 
great apprenhensions that It would become a matter of 
bidding as it were, between the British and us, who 
should have the greatest army there, and who should 
have the greatest force on the Ukes: that we» holding 
posts on this dde the water, and they on the other, 
soldiers looking constantly at one another, would get 
into broils and commit the two nations in war. I told 
him we might perhaps regulate by agr^ment the force 
to be k^t on cadi dde. 
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Be aaked wiiat wu our view in keeping a force tbcre: 
fliat he apprehended if we had these post*, ipe should 
be able to hinder vessels from passing. I answered that 
I did not know whether the position of the present posts 
was Midi as that no vend could pass but within their 
gnn-diot; but tbat eadi party must have plenty of sodi 
positions on the oppodtc aides, exclusively of the pre^t 
posts: that our view in possessing these posts was to awe 
the Indians, to participate in the fur trade, to protect 
that tiade. Protect it against whom? Afunst the 
IndiaM. He ashed iriiat I imagined to be tlieir motives 
for keeping the posts? To influence the Indians, to 
keep ofT a rival nation and the appearance of having a 
rival nation, to mouopolue the fur trade. He said he 
was not aftaid of rivals if the tiaders would have fair 
play. He thought it would be better that neither party 
should have any niih'tary post*;, but only trading houses. 
I told him tbat the idea of liaving no military posts on 
either side was new to me : that it had never heax men- 
' tioned among tlw metnbenof the Eaeeotive: that theie- 
foxe I could only speak for myself and say that, prima 
facie, it accorded well with two favorite ideas of mine, 
of leaving commerce free, and never keeping an un- 
necessary sohlier; but when he spoke of having no miU* 
tary posts on cither side, there migbt be diflicolty in 
fixing the distance of the nearest posts. He said that 
though his opinion on this subject was only a private one, 
and he understood mine to be so also, yet he was much 
pleased tbat we two seemed to think nearly aUke, as it 
might lead to something. He said that their prindpal 
object in the fur trade was the consumption of the goods 
they gave in exchange for the furs. I answered that 
whether the trade was carried on by EngUsh or Ameri- 

csns, it wottld be with RogUdi goods, and the routa 
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would be, not through Canada, but by the shorter 
channels of the Hudson or Potomac 

It is not pretended that the above is m the exact order, 
or tbe cmct words of the coaversation. Thb was often 
desultory, and I can only answer for having given 
generally the ejrpKssioB, and always the substance of 
what passed. 



June 4. 1792. 




July lOtk, 1792. My letter of to the President. 

directed to him at Mount Vernon, had not found hhn 

there, but came to him here. He told me of this, and 
that he would take an occasion of speaking with me on 
the subject. He did so this day. He began by ob> 
amring that he had pnt it off from day to day, because 
the subject was painful, to wit, his remaining in office, 
■which that letter solicited. He said that the declaration 
he had made when he quitted his military life, was sin- 
cere. That, however, when be was called on to come 
forward to set the present government in notion, it ap- . 
peared to him tfiat circumstances were so dtanged as to 
justify a change in his resolution: he was made to be- 
lieve that in two years all would be well in motion, and 
he mi^t retire. At the end of two years he found some 
thhigs stiU to be done. At the end of the third year, 
he thought it was not worth while to disturb the course 
of things, as in one year more his offirf- would expire, 
and he was decided then to retire. Now he was told there 
would still be danger in it. Certainly, if he thought 
so, he would conquer his longing for retirement. But 
ha feared it would be said his former profesiions of re- 
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tifteiiient bad beta meie «(lBetation. and tluit he was 
like other men, when once in office he could not quit it 

He was sensible, too, of a decay of his licarin^, perhaps 
his other faculties might fall off and he not be sensible 
of it. That with respect to the existing causes of un- 
fethieM, he ttoiight there were suspicions agrimt > per* 
ticular party, which had been carried a great deal too 
iar; there might be desires, but he did not believe there 
were designs to change the form of government into a 
moaaTchy; that there mi^h L be a few who wished it hi the 
higher vralks of Ufe, particularly in the gscat dtieii but 
that the main body of the people in the eastern States 
were as steadily for republicanism as in the southern. 
That the pieces lately pubUshed, and particularly in 
Franeau'i paper, leeiaed to have in view the e»:iting 
opposition to the govonment. That this had taken 
pljice in Pennsylvania as to the excise law, according to 
information h*i bad received from General Hand. That 
ihey tended to produce a separation of tlie Union, the 
nuwtdmidlttlcf aUcalamitiee, and that whatever tended 
to produce anarchy, tended, of course, to produce a 
, resort to monarchical government. He considered those 
papers as attacking bim directly, for he must be a fool 
ndeed to ewaOow tiie fittle sugar plmw here and there 
thrown out to him. That in condemning the adminis- 
tration of the government, they condemned him, for if 
there were measures pursued contrary to his sentiments, 
they must conceive him too careless to attend to them, 
or too atupid to undentand tliem. Tiwt thongbi in- 
deed, he had signed many acts which he did not approve 
in all their parts, yet he had never put his nam? to one 
which he did not think, on the whole, was eligible. That 
as to the bank, which had been an act of so much com- 
ptahit^nntil there was some infailibte criterion of reaion, 
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A dUTcKiicc of opinkni ctust be tolcfsted> He did not 
bdieve the discontents extended fur from the seat of 
government. He had seen and spoken with many 
people in Maryland and Vii^ginia in his late journey. 
He fottad the people contented and liappy. He wiabed, 
lumever, to be better InfenBed on tUs head. If tiie 

dJscontPnts wtre more cxten'iu'p than hp stippr)<^pc1, tt 
might be that the desire that he should remain in the 
government was not general. 

My obiervations to bhn tended prindpalff to enCoree 
the toplca of my letter, t wiU not, therefore, repeat, 
them, except where they prnr!tiref! observations from 
him. I said that the two great complaints were, that 
the na^mal d«bt waa tmneceaaarily ineteaaed, and that 
It had fumiahed the means of comipting both branches 
of the legislature; that he must know, and everybody 
icnew, there was considerable squadron in both, whose 
votes were devoted to the paper and stock- jobbing 
Intetest, that the names of « weighty number were 
known, and several others suspected on good grounds. 
That on err^mmtng the votes of these men, thpy would 
be found uniformly for every Treasury measure, and 
that as most of these m^ures had been carried by srnaU 
n»jot tti e s , they were carried by these very votes. That, 
therefore, it was a cause of just uneasiness, when we saw 
a legi-slature le^islat injjf^ for their own mtprp«(t3, in op- 
position to those of the people. He said not a word on 
the comtptkMl of the legUatnre, bat took np the other 
pointf defended the Assumption, and argned (hat it had 
not increased the debt, for that all of it was honest Heht 
He justified the excise law, as one of the best Iqwn which 
could be passed, as nobody would pay the tax who did 
hotdioosetodoit* With respect to the inereaae of the 
debt by the Assumption, I observed to bhn that what 
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«ms meant and objeeted to was, tint it inereaaed tlie 
debt of the Generul Gov«nunent, and carried it be- 
yond the possibility of payment. That if the bal- 
ances had been settled, and the debtor States di- 
rected to pay their ddkiendes to the cteditor States, 
Uiey would liave done it easily, and by reaouraes of taxa- 
tion in thdr power, and acceptable to the people; by a 
direct tax in the south, and an excise in the north. Still, 
he said, it would be paid by the people. Finding him 
really approving tile treaattry system, I avoided en- 
tering into argument with him on those points. 



Gunston HalL Ex-rtiatione G. Mason. 

Stpt, 30IA. 1702. The eonstitniion as agreed to till 

a fortnight before the Convention rose, was such a one 
as he would have set his hand and heart to. 1st. The 
Praaident was to be dected for seven years. Then in> 
digible for seven yean more, 2d. Rotation in the 
Senate. 3d. A vote of two-thirds in the legislature on 
particular subjects, and expressly on that of navigation. 
The three New England States were constantly with us 
in all questions (Rhode Island not there, and New York 
seldom), so that it was these three States with the five 
southern ones against Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and 
Delaware 

With respect tu the importation of slaves it was left 
to Congress. This disturbed the two southernmost 
States, who knew tliat Congress would immediately 
suppress the importation of slaves Those two States, 
therefore, struck up a bargain with the three New Eng- 
land States. If they would join to admit slaves for soma 
years, tlie southernmost States would join in dianging 
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the duMe whicli required two-tfatrds of the legislature 
in any vote. It was done. These articles were changed 
accordingly, and from that moment the two southern- 
most States, and the three northern ones, joined Penn- 
lylvatilft, New Jeney end Dckwete, end nude the ma* 
jority eight to three against us, instead of eight to three 
for us, as it had been through th? whole Convention. 
Under this coalition, the great principles of the consti.- 
tation were cbanged in the kst'days of the Gcmventioii. 

Anecdote. Yates, Lansing and Hamilton represented 
New York. Yates and Lansing never voted in o»« 
singU tHstane* with Hamilton, who was so tnueh morti- 
fied at it that lie went lionie. When the seMon for 
eonrts came on, Yates, a judge, and Lansing, a lawyer, 
went to attend their courts. Then Hamilton returned. 

Anecdote. Hie oonstitation as agreed at (irst was, 
that amendments might lie ffropoaed either hj Congress 

or the legislatures. A coTnmjttee was appointrd to 
digest and redraw. Gouverneur Morris and King were of 
the committee. One morning Gouverneur Morris moved 
an instrament for certain alterations (not one-lialf the 
members yet come in). In a hurry and without under- 
standing, it was agreed to. The committee reported 
so that Congress should have the exclusive power of pro* 
posing amendments. George Ihson observed it on the 
report, and opposed it. King denied the construction. 
Mason dfmnnstrated it, and asked the committee by 
what Rtilhority tlicy had varied wliat had been agreed. 
Gouverneur Morris then imprudently got up, and said, 
by authority of tlw Convention, and produced the blind 
Instruction before mentioned, which was unknown by 
one-half of tlie Hottse» and not till then understood by 
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otber. They tbm nstond H, m it origimUy stood. 

He said he considered Hamilton as having done us tpore 
injury than Great Britain and all her fleets ami armies. 
That his (Main's) plan of settling our debts would have 
been wuiething in this way. He would have laid aa 
fnuch tax as could be paid without oppressing the peo- 
ple ; — particularly he would have laid an impost of about 
the amount of the first, laid by Congress, but somewhat 
different in aeverai of its articles. He would have sus* 
pcnded all applicatkm of it one year, dnrinf which aa 
office should have been open to register unalienated 
certificates. At the end of the year he would have ap- 
propriated his revenue. 1st. To pay the civil list. 
2d. Tlie interest of these certificates. 3d. Instatlments 
of the principal. 4th. A surplus to buy up the alien- 
ated certificates, still avoiding to make any other pro- 
vision for the.<;e last. By the time the unalienated cer- 
tificates should liave been all paid, he supposed half the 
alwnated ones wouM have been bought up at market 
He would tben have proceeded to redeem the residue of 
them. 

WadtHsHrgt OUt^w 1792. This toomlng, at 
Moottt Vernon, I had die following oonvcrsatioa with 

the President. Tie opened it by expressing; his regret 
at the resolution in which I apf>eared so hxed, in the 
letter 1 had written him, of retiring from public affairs. 
He sald« that he diould be extremely sorry that I should 
do it, as long as he was in office, and that he could not 
see where he should find another character to fill my 
office. That, as yet, he was quite undecided whether 
to retire In March or not. His incUnatioiMi led him 
strongly to do it. Nobody disliked more the ceremonies 
of his office, and he had not the least taste or gratifica- 
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tiaH in tlie execution of it*t fuoctioiis. That lie wu 
iuiippf nt ttome mtoat, mod that Ut pktaKOCt there was 

now peculiarly called for by the situation ot Major 
Wasliington, whom he thought irtecoverabl*?, and 
should he get well, he would remove into another 
fMrt of tli« couatrft wlddi nigfit better agtee vHtfi 
him. That lie <Ud not believe his presence necessary; 
that tTipre were other rhnrnrter^ who would Ho the 
business as well or better. Still, however, if his aid was 
thought necessary to save the cause to which he had 
devoted hit Hfe prlndpally, be would natse the sacrifloe 
of a longer continuance. That he therefore reserved 
limiself for future decision, as his declaration would be 
in time if made a month before the day of election. He 
bad desired Mr. tear to find oat honi cottverMtloii, with> 
ottt a|)peanng to mak< the Inquiry, whether any other 
()erson v, ould be dcsircdt hy any body. He had informed 
him, he judged from conversations that it was the ttnl- 
Versal desire he should continue, and he believed that 
thoae who exploded A dottbt of bb eolitiiittatioe, did it fat 
the language of apprehension, and not of desire. Bnt 
this, say?! he, is only from the north; it may bo very 
different in the south. I thought this meant as an open- 
ing to me to say what was the aentiiiieat la the sonth) 
from which quarter I came. I told him that as far as 
I knew, llicre was but one voice there, which was for his 
continuance. That as to m3rself, I had ever preferred 
the pursuits of private life to those of public, which had 
nothhif in them agreeable to me. I expkhied to him 
the circumstances of the war which had first called me 
into public life, and tlio' e folloiving the war, rvTiirh had 
called me from a retirement on which I had determined. 
That I had constantly kept my ty^ on my own homei 
ifld could no knger tefiain from vetundng to it As to 
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hiqiidf, his presence was important; tlMIt he was fbt 

only man in the United States who possessed the con- 
fidence of the whole; that government was founded in 
opinion and confidence, and that the longer he remain^ 
the fftflooger would beoome the habits of the people in 

•ubmitting to the government, and in thinking it a thing 

to be maintained ; that there was no other person who 
would be thought anything more than the head of a 
party. 

He then expressed his concern at the difference 

which he found to subsist between the Secretary of the 
Treasury and myself, of which he said he had not been 
awaie. He knew, indeed, that there was a marked 
difference ia our political sentiments, but he had never 
mspeeted it bed gone so fsr in producing a personal 
difference, and he wished he could be the mediator to put 
an end to it. Thut he thought it important to preserve 
the check of my opininna in the admfaiistration, in order 
to keep things In their pvoper channel, and prevent them 
from going too far. Ttiat as to the idea of transforming 
this government into a monarchy, he did not believe 
there were ten men in the United States whose opinions 
were worth attention, who entertained sudi a tbonght. 
I told him there were many noxe than he imagined. 
I recalled to his memory a dispute at his own table, a lit- 
tle before we left Philadelphia, between General Schuy- 
ler on one Mde and Pinckney and myself on the other 
wherein the former maintained the position, that here- 
ditary descent was as likely to produce good magistrates 
as election I tnld him, that though the people were 
sound, there were a numerous sect who had monarchy 
in contemplation ; that the Secretary of the Treasury was 
one of thcw. That I had hewrd him iay that this oon> 
•titntion wae a ihttty afaally thing, of mere milk and 
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wat^r, which could not last, and was only good as a step 
to something t)etter. Thai when we reflected, that he 
liod endeavored in tlie cottvcatka, to laalkt an Bnglbh 
eonstittttioa of it* and when iiilinK in tlmt, we mw all 

hh rnensnrr"^ tpndiniq; to hring it to the same thing, it 
was natural for US to be ie;il<)us, and particularly, when 
we saw that these measures had estabUshed corruption 
in the Ic^latnre, wbeie there wes a equadren devoted 
to the nod of the Treasury, doing whatever he had di- 
rected, and ready to do whnt he should direct That if 
the equilibrium of the three great bodies, legislative, 
execntive and jiMfleiety, eootd ba pteiervcd, if the legis- 
latnxe eotdd be fcept independent, I should never fear 
the result of such a ^nvcmmpnt; hnt that 1 could not 
but be unc;isv, when I saw thnt the executive had 
swallowed up the legislative branch. He said, that as 
to that interested wpbAt in the legMatme, it was what 
could not be avoided in any government, unless we were 
to exclude particular descriptions of men, such as the 
holders of the funds, from all office. I told him there 
wat great differaiee between the little aeddentat adienie 
off tdf-intetest, which would take place In every body of 
men, and influence their voles, and a regular system for 
forming a corps of interested persons, who should be 
steadily at the orders of the Treasury. He touched on 
the waiH the funding sjrstem, obaerved there was a 
difference of Opinion about it, some thinking it very 
bad, others very good: thr>t pxperience was the onty 
criterion of right which he knew, and this alone would 
decide which oirinloa was rig^. That for lilniself, ha 
had seen our affairs desperate and ottr credit fost, and 
that thi5 wn5 in a sudden and extranrrfinnrv drprc^ 
raised to the highest pitcli T told him, al! tlial was 
ever necessary to establish our credit, was an efhcient 
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^u venuncnt md an lionest one, <teclailiif it woqM 
•wicdly pay om debt*, laying taxes for this purpose, 

and applying them to it, I avoided going further into 
the subject- He finished by another exhortation to me 
not to decide too po^tively on retirement, and here we 
were called to breakfatt 

October 31 j/, 1792 I had sent to the President, Vlar 
and Jaudenes's letter of the 29th instant, whereupon 
he desired a consultation of Hamilton, Knox, £. Ran- 
dolph, and myadf, on tlieae polats: I. Wbat notlee 
was to be taken hereof to Spain? 2. Whether it should 
make part of the communication to the legislature? I 
delivered my opinion, that it ought to be conuaunicated 
to both Hbuae^ became the Gomnuiiiicatloiis Intended 
to be AMde, being to brfa^ on the question, irfaethcr 
they would declare war against any, and which of the 
nations or parts of the nations of Indians to the south, 
it would be proper this information should be before 
tbenit that they might knoir bow far inch a dedaratlon 
would lead them. There might be womm who would 
be for war against the Indians, if it were to stop there, 
but who would not be for it, if it were to lead to a war 
against Spain. I thought it should be laid before both 
HoufeCk because it cooceraed the qticstion of dcdaring 
war, which was the function equally of both ifouses. I 
thought a simple acknowledgement of the receipt of the 
letter stiould be made by me to the Spanish Charges, ex- 
pressing that it contoined some things very unexpected 
to us, but that we should refer the whole,AM they had 
proposed, to the negotiators at Madrid. This would 
secure to us a continuation of the suspension of Indian 
hostilities, which the Governor of New Uricaus said^he 
had bnMight about till the result of the nifotlation'at 
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Madrid ihotdd be known; frtmid not eommit in si to 

mnning or not nmflinf the line, or imply any admission 

of doubt about our territorial ripht; nnd would avoid 
a rupture with Spain, wliich was much to he desired, 
while we had similar points to discuss with Great Britain. 

AudHon dedafed tdmsdr tlie advocate tor pMte. 
War noald derange our affairs greatly; throw us back 
many year? in the march towards prosperity; be difficult 
for us to pursue, our countrymen not being disposed 
to become soldiers; a part of the Union feeling no inter- 
cat in the tier, would wlQi diSeulty be bnnigbt to eicert 
itself; and we had no navy. He was for everything 
which would procrastimite the e^'^cnt A year, even, was 
a great gain to a nation strengthening as we were. It 
laid open to tit, too, tlie c]iai»ter of aoddcntt, which, In 
the present state of Sttiope, was a pretty pregnnntone. 
That whiJe, however, he was for delHyin^ the event of 
war, he had no doubt it was to take place between 
Ut for the object in question; that jealousy and 
pefaevennee were femarfcable features In the char* 
acter of the Spanish government, with tetpect to 
their Americtin po«?5esgions ; that so far from receding 
as to^their claims against us, they had been strength- 
ening fhemadvee hi ttmi. He had no doubt the 
pteMttt eonimttnlGntion was by nnthority Iram the 
court. Under this impression, he thought we should 
be looking forward to the day of rupture, and preparing 
for it. That if we were unequal to the contest our- 
■dves, It bdioved na to provide elHes for oar aid. That 
in this view, but two nations could be named, ftnnee 
and England. France was too intimately connected 
with Spain in other points, and of too great mutual 
value, ever to separate for us. Her affairs, too, were 
nidi, that whatever isaue fhey had, die ooidd not be in 
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a situation to make a respectable mediation for uS' 
Ecgland alone, then, remained. It would not be easy 
to effect it with her; however, he wu for trying it, and 
for aouoding them on the propontioii of a defensive 
treaty of aUiance. The inducetnents to such a treaty 
on their part, might be, 1. The desire of breaking up 
our former connections, which we knew they had long 
wished. 2. A contiimancc of the statu quo in com- 
merce for tea jrcars, which be believed would be de* 
sirable to them. 3. An admission to some navigable 
part of the Mississippi, by some line drawn from the Lake 
of the Woods to such navigable part. He had not. he 
Mid, egamined the map to see bow migIi a line niglit be 
lUn, so as not to make too great a aacsifice. The nav^- 
tionof the Mississippi being a joint possession, we might 
then take measures in concert for the joint security of 
it. He was, therefore, for immediately sounding them 
oo thie tubjeet tbiougta our minbter at London; yet 
so at to keep ourselves unengaged as long as possible, 
in hopes a favorable issue with Spain might he other- 
wise eiTectcd. But he was for sounding immediately, 
and for not slipping an opportumty of securing our 
object. 

B. Randolph concurred, in general, with me. He 
objected that such an alliance could not be effected 
without pecuniary consideration probably, which we 
couldiiot^ve. And whfitwaetobethelraM? If men, 
our dtlMOS would fee their annies get foottaoM in the 
United States with great jealousy; it would be difficult 
to protect them. Even the French, duriti^ the distress 
of the late war, excited some jealous sentiments. 

Ifa'milton aaid, money wae often, but not always 
demanded, and the aid he should propose to Stipulate 
wouhi be in Ships. Knox nan dium$imiU, 
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thm Pfecaidciii Mid tlw nmtdj nottld be none than 
the dieease, and elated eome of the dingreeaMe drenttf 
etances which would attend our making such overtures. 

Knox's indirect hints in favor of this alliance brought 
to my recollection his conversation of yesterday, and 
tint he wished H. 

November, 1792. Hamilton called on me to speak 
about our furnishing supplies to the French colony of 
St. Domingo. He expressed his opinion, that we dofht 
to he eautJotis, and not go too far in our applicatiofi of 
money to their use, lest it should not be recognized by 
the mother country. He did not even think that some 
kinds of government they might establish could give a 
•itflkieiit tanetlon.* I obeerred that the Nathmal Con- 
Tenthm was now met, and would certainly establbh a 
form of government; thataswehad recognized the form- 
er government because established by authority of the 
nation, so we must recognize any other wUdi should he 
ctlablhihed by the authority of the nation. Heaeidwehad 
recognised the former, because it contained an import- 
ant member of the ancient, to wit, the King, and wore 
the appearance of his consent ; but if, in any future form, 
the]^ ehottld omit the King, he did not know that we 
conld iHtii iaf ety reoogniae it, or pay money to it's order. 



* Tkuc kad beeo • pwylo M eMtvlUtlon at the Prealdeat't [nbonl the Sffl 
we«k 1b No»crntwr] on the espedleacr of to«r>*n(Hnir p»ym?nts to Prtnee, 
nodrr her pr?«cnt lUuatloB. I had •dultted tnit th<! tstc coDttitutloo wi* 
diMOlvcd br the dcthronementorthe Kloa, and the numafcment of affkita 
•onrlvlMtotbeNatioul Aaaemblr oalr.ui* wia aot ma lotegrml Lefttla. 
tere, and therefore sot competent to girt a Icfltlmate dlacharire for oar pay 
•cots : that t thoufht comfqaentlf, that none ihoatd tw madF till tome 
lesUlmate t>odr came lato place, an i ih»l I ahiuid t-onnidcr ihe National 
Coarcntloa called, bat sot met ai we had yet beard, ta be a lexUlraate body. 
Bamllton doabtcd ohether it would b« a lecltimate t>ody. and whether, If the 
Kloff ahoDld be re'4Stabllahad, he mlehl not diaallow aarh payments on good 
(ronnda. Knox, for once dared to alffer from Hamilton, and to cxpreaa, 
Terr aubmlaalvcly, an opinion, that a convention named by tkc whole body 
Of the nation, would be oompcteat to do anylhlnv. Headed bf •griela& 
jjwti teoalS wrilt to Ooywwtw Mottto ta uiijmA giMiimr, mi 
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Nov. 11, 1792. Blodget*s Calculation of 

the circulating medium of Philadelphia 

tbe Bank of U. S. their whole stock . 10 millions. 



Amount ol circulating paper of both banks . .3 millions. 
Add the tpede in dreiilation. 

This amounts to 60 doUan each (of paper) 
tor CTtry fahahifant. 

And the Beak of the tJ. 8. dmwi 10 per 
cent per eaanni profit from that. 

Tbe dvenhitiiic cadi of Great Britain 

is about 20 million pounds Sterling. 
Tbe circulatiog paper (about) 30 

50=$'>?5,0uu,iX)a. 
which i& about 2^ dollars a head on tiie populauou oi 
Ofcat Britain. 

November '[Qth. 1792. Deckley brings me the pamph- 
let written by Hamilton, before the war, in answer to 
Common Senae. It entitled "Phdn Truth." Hej- 
ancthon Smith aenda It fo Becldey, and in liia letter aayt, 

it was not printed in New York by Loudon, because 
prevented by a mob, and was printed in Philadelphia, 
and that he lus these fact& from I^oudon. 



^ of this payable in gold and silvo- 
ofwUchHonlf are paid 

double this amount issued in paper, 

only one-third of it here 

tlic Rank of N. A )ias issued , 



..2Hnu 
SaylM. 



2 



1. 



ATavemfrer 2UI. 1792. Mr. Butler tella ne that he 
dined laat winter with Mr. Campbell from Denmark, in 
company with HamiiUMi, lAweoce, Dr. Shippen, T. 
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Shippen, and one other pt^rson vr^om he cannot rernllprt. 
That after dinner political principles became the sub- 
ject of conversation; that Hamilton declared openly, 
ttMt ''there was no sUbillty. tio security In any kind of 
government but a monarchy." Thai Lawrence took 
him up, and entered the list<^ of ar^tment agatnst hira; 
that the dispute continued long, and grew warm, re- 
natkably so m between then; that T. Shippen, at 
length, joined Lnwrence in it; and in fine, thst it broke 
up the compnny. Butler recommended to the company 
that the dispute having probablv pone farther than 
was intended, it ought to be considered as confined to 
tlie company. 

December 10th, 1792. Present: Alexander Hamilton, 
O^tfal Knox, Edmund Randolph, and Th. Jefferson, 
ftt the 1*reiideat%. 

It was agieed to reject meeting the Indians at the 
proposed trrnty, rather than to admit a mediaHon by 
Great Britain; but to admit the prpspnre of Governor 
Simcoe, not as a parly (if that was insisted on); and 
Unit I dKMdd nudce a verbal eommnnication to Mr; 
Hismmond, in substance, as on the baclE heraof, wliidi 
I previously tead to the President. ] 

' D«ir«in6«r 1211k. I made tiie communication to Mr. 
Htmnioad. lie said the attendance of Governor Sim- 
coe was a circumstance only mentioned by him, but 

not desired; that he would decline it without difRculty; 
declared it to be their most ardent wish that peace 
should take phce, for th^ fur-trade was entirely inter-' 
rupted; and he urged as decisive proof of the sincerity 
of their wish,— 1st. That they had kept the late Indian 
council together six weeks at a very great expense, 
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waiting for the Sax Nations. 2d. That the Indians at 
that council were so perfectly satisfied of their desire 
that they should make peace, that they had not so much 
as mcntkMicd fai oocutea tlie applying to the Btitldi for 
any supplies. I inmwdtttiely commimicfttcd this to the 
Frcsidiiat. 

HMds cf ctmwnaHmn wUh Mr, Hammondt Dee. 12. 
, That I *M» mtmftii^f^ to the VnMmt his infonaa- 
lion of the oooseDt of the Western Indians to hold con- 
ferences of peace with us, m the presence of Governor 
Simcoe: — took cure to apprize him of the informality 
of the conversation i — that it was accidental; — private; 
-^fae prasent to be oonaidefed equally ao^^iiiiiieoeMtty 
to note to him that nothiog filce a mediatloii waa tuf • 
gested. 

Ist. Because so informal a conversation could 
not indude so formal a thing at « mediation. 

9d. Bccatise, an established principle of public law 
among the white nations of America, that while the 

Indians included within their limits retain all other 
national rights, no other white nations can become their 
patrons, protectors, or mediatont nor in any shape inter- 
meddle between them and those within wfacMe Hmits they 
are. That Great Britain would not propose an example 
which would authorize us to crn'^s our boundary, and 
talce under our protection the Indians witiiin her limits. 

8d. Beeanse, should the treaty prove ineffectual, it 
would bingulaily commit the friendship of the two na- 
tions. Tfiat the uiea of Oovernor Simcoe's attendance 
was presented only as a thing desired by the Indians : 
that the consequences of this had been considered. It 
it not necessary in order to effect a peace. Our Twwt 
to jutk, so moderate^ that we have no fear of effeetinf 
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peace ff left to onrsdves. U it CMtnot be «ffeeted, it it 
much better that nobody on the pait of Bngland should 

have been present; — for however our rnvprnment is per 
suaded oC the sincerity of your assurances that you have 
not excited the Indians, yet our citizens in general are 
not ao. It win be iinpomble to pefauade tiieiii the 
negotiations were not defeated by British agents: that, 
therefore, we do not pretend to inake the exclusion of 
Governor Simcoe a sine qua non, provided he be there as 
a spcelalor, not as a f>ariy, yet we iliotM oomider hb 
to attend, either by hinnelf or any other per- 
son, as an instance of their friendship, and a? an evidence 
of it particularly calculated to make due impression on 
the minds of our dtixens. That the place fixed on by 
the Indiattt is extremdy ittoonvedent to tn, beeanse oif 
the distance and difficulty of transporting provisions 
there. Three hundred thousand rations' will probably 
be requisite, if three thousand Indians attend. That 
if we liad time we would have proposed some other 
plaoe» for example, the Maumee towns; but there not 
being time, we ^hnll do our best to make provi<;inn 1?t 
We shall collect and carry as much as possible through 
the Miami dmnnel. 2d. We shall hope for their pcr- 
fflisdon to have piiteliases made in Upper Canadai and 
btoQi^t along the lake. 

December 13th, 1792. The President called on me to 
see the model and drav^ngs of some mllb for sawing 
stone. After showing them , he in course of a su bse q uent 
conversation asked me if there were not some good 
manufactories of porcelain in Germany; that he was in 
want of table china, and had been speaking to Mr. Shaw, 
who wasgoiaf tothe £sst Indies to bring him a set, but 
he found fliat it would not oome t91 At MsuWno Ipngsr 
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be in a situation to womI il. He took occasion a second 
tiaw to obime tiiat SliAir wid it iioiild be too ycut at 
lMst» before be could bavc Cbe dnna ber^ before wbidi 

time he said he should be where he should not need it. 
I think he asked the question about the manufactories 
in Gennany merely to have an indirect opportunity ui 
tdUng me be flwant to tetke^ end within tbe limits of 
two yeen. 

December i7th. Hammond says the person is here 
to whom the Six Nations deUvered the invitation for 
Simcoe to attend,' y/ho says they insisted on it, and 
would eolwidff bis non-attendanoe as an evidence that 
lie does not wish for peawe; but he says that Simooe has 
not the least idea of attending:; thai this gentleman says 
wc may procure in Upper Canada any quantity of pro- 
visions, which the people will salt up express during 
winter; and that be wUl return and carry our request 
whenever we are ready. 

December 17 th. The affair of Reynolds and his wife. 
— Clingham Muhlenb's clerk testifies P. A. Muhloib, 
Monroe VciMbler-also Wokott at Wadsworth— known 
to James Momoe, B. Randolpb, Beckl^and Webr(?). 

Thursday, December 27th. 1792. I waited on the 
President on some currtnt Ijusiness. After this was 
over, be observed to me, that he thought it was time to 
endeavor to effect a stricter connection with France, 
and that Gouvemeur Murru should be written to on this 
subject He wt-nt into the circumstances of dissatis- 
facuoa between Spain and Great Britain, and us, and 
oheerved, there was no nation on whom we could rdy. 
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at a!! timet, hvt Vt^uct; and that» if we did not prepare 
in time some support, in tlie event of rupture with 
Spain and England, we might be charged with a criminal 
negligence. (I muA pieaaed with the tone of thtie 
obacrvrntioiis. It was tlie ▼err doctrine wlueh had been 
my polar star, and I did not need the successes of the 
republiran arms in France, lately announced to tjs, to 
bring me to these sentiments. For it is to be noted, that 
on Sfttnrday last (the 22d) 1 received Mr. Short's fcttets 
of October the 9th and 12th, with the tfeyden gasettca 
to Octobrr fh? 1!?th, K^'ving us th? fir";? ncwr of ttie re- 
treat of the Duke of Brunswick, and the capture of 
Spires and Wonns by Custine, and that of Nice by 
Anaelme.) I tticrefore expressed to the President my 
cordial approbatien of these ideas; told him I had meant 
on that day (as an opportunity of writing hy the British 
packet would occur imniediatelj ) to take his orders for 
removing the suspension of pa) ments to France, whieh- 
hild been Imposivd by my last letter tt* Gottvernenr Hot- 
ris, but was meant, as 1 supposed, only for the interval 
between the abolition of the late constitutton by the de- 
thronement of the King, and the meeting of some other 
body, invested by the will of the nation with powers to 
transact their alEsifS; that I considered the National 
Convention, then as5<°mb!ed, such a boHv; and tb.il, 
tfiorpfore, we ought to go on with the payments to them, 
or to any government they should establish; that, how- 
ever, 1 had lesmed test tiight, that some cisttae in the 
bdl for providing reimbursement of the loan made by 
the bank to the Unitc-r! Statr?, hnd ^ivf>n rise to a ques- 
tion before the House of Representatives yesterday, 
which might affect these payments; a clause in that bill 
(roporiof Umt the money formerly borrowed In Am- 
sterdaih, to pay tlie French debt» And appropriated by 
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law (17WK Aogmt 4th. c. 34, s. 2) to that purpose, lying 
dead as wa^ ytij^gested, should be taken to pay the bank, 
and the President be authorized to borrow two millions 
of dollars more, out of wbidi k should be replaced ; and 
it this BhcNdd be done, fhe removal of our vuspaman of 
pa>Tnent, as I had been about to propose, would be pre- 
mature. He expressed his disapprobation of the clause 
above mentioned i tliought it highly improper in the 
I^cgidatiire to change an appropriation once made, and 
added, that no one could tell in what that would end. 
I concurred, but observed, that on a divi-^ion of the 
House, the ayes for striking out the clause were twenty- 
■even, the noes iwenty-six; whereon the Speaker gave 
Us vote against stiiking out, which divides the House: 
the clause for the disappropriation remained of conne. 
I mentioned suspicions, that the whole of this was a 
trick to serve the bank under a great existing em- 
faanraitsnent; tlut the deiit to the bank was to be repaid 
by installmoits; that the first installment was of two 
hundred thousand dollars only, or rather one hundred 
and sixty thousand dollars, (because forty thousand of 
the two hundred thouisand dollars would be the Uujted 
States' own dividend of the installment.) Yet here were 
two millions to be paid them at once, and to be taken 
from a purpose of gratitude and bomur, to which it had 
been appropriated. 

D$umktr 2IUk, 1708. I took the ooeaskm fnnilidied 
by Pindcney's letter of September the 19th, asking in- 
structions how to conduct himself (as to the French 
revolutiou,) to lay down the catholic principle of re- 
pubhcanism, to wit, that every people may establish 
what form of government they please, and change it as 
they please; the will of the nation being the only thing 
fSSMitisl. I was induced to do this, in order to extract 
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ue ncmcnis vy Ktu u n on uie i|imsiiob wjucd cnviueu 
Hamilton and myself in the cot i Tetf aUp n of Novonber 

1792, and the previous one t>f the first week of Novem- 
ber, on tlie suspension of payments to France; and if 
fimnble to mioe, to place the principles of noovd in the 
letter books of my office. I tbetcfbre mole flw fetter of 

December thr Wfh, in rinrknrv. anr! ?pnt it to the 
President, and ]\r returned itse liis :ij'>prabatioilill wntin^ 
in his note oi the same date. Which see. 



Fehruary 7(h, 1793. I waited on the President wth 
letters and papers from Lisbon. After going through 
these, I tdd him that I had for some time suspended 
•peakfaif frith him oa the sab jeet of my isoiiif out of 
office, because I had understood that the bill for inter- 
cotirse with foreign nations was likelv to be rejected hy 
the Senate, in which case, the retuaining business of 
the department would be too incoosideraMe to make it 
irorth while to keep it up. But that the bill being now 
passed, I was frrrd frnm thr rnn-^ideration': of pro- 
priety which had embarrassed me. That &c, (nearly 
in the words of a Ifctter to Mr. T. M. Randolph, of a 
few days aga) and that I shoidd be willfaig, if he had 
taken no arrangements to the contrary, to continue 
somewhat longer, how long I could not •snv, pprhtifv? ♦i!! 
summer, perhaps autumn. He said, so far from taking 
•mogemeots on subject, he had never mentioned 
to any mortal the design of retiring which I had ex- 
pressed to hini, tin ve?tcrdav. vs-hen hnvinp; hp.ird ♦hnt 
T had given up my house, and that it was rented bv 
another, he thereupon mentioned it to Mr. ii. Randolph, 
and asked him, as he knew mj letireraent had Imcb " 
talked of, nvhethcr he had heard any persons suggested 
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in coovcmtioo to succeed me. He expiened Us Mtis- 
factkm at my change of purpose, aad liit appfdien^ona 

that my retirement would be a new source of uneaaness 
to the public. He said Governor i,ee bad that day in- 
formed him of the general discontent prevailing in Vir- 
ptm, of whidi be never bad had any coooeptioii, mitdi 
less somul faifdnBation. That it appearml to him very 
alarming. He proceeded to express his earnest wish 
that Haoulton and mysclt could coalesce in the measures 
of tbe govenmiciit, and aficd ben tbe gcacnl leoaoos 
lor H which he had done to me in two fanner ooavosa- 
tions. He said he had proposed the same thing to 
Hamilton, who expressed his readiness, and he thought 
our coalition would secure U)e general acquiescence oi 
the public. 1 told bJm my concurrence was of much 
lest importance than he seemed to imagine ; that I kept 
m3rself aloof from all cabal and correspondence on the 
subject of the government, and saw and spoke with as 
ieiruIooubL That as to a ooalitiQiiwitblCr. Hamilton 
if by tbat was meant tbat dtber was to sscrifice bis 
general system to the other, it was impossible. We 
had both, no doubt, formed our conclusions after the 
most mature consideiation; and principles conscient- 
ioudy adopted, could not be given up on either side. 
My wish was to see both Houses of Congress deansed 
of all persons interested in the bank or public stocks; 
and that a pure legislature being given us, I should al- 
ways be ready to acquiesce under their determinations, 
even {f contrary to my own opinions; lor tliat 1 sub- 
scribe to tiic prindple, that the will of the majority, 
honestly expressed, should give law. I confirmed him 
in the fact of the great di.scontent8 to the south; that 
they weti: grounded aa seeing that their judgments and 
interests were secr t ficed to those of the eastern States 
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on every occasion, and thdr belief that it was the effect 
of ft comipL squadron of votera in Congress, at the coin- 
ttwnd of the Ticasury ; and they see that if the votes of 
those members who had any interest distinct from, and 
contrary to the general interest of their constituents, 
had been withdrawn, as In decency and honesty they 
dMNitd have been, the laws would luive been the reveite 
of what they ate on all the great questions. I instanced 
the new Assumption carried in the House of Reprrsenta- 
tives by the Speaker's vote. On this subject he made 
no reply. He explained hie lenuilning ht ofllee to heve 
been the effect of strong solidtntions after he retiifncd 
here, declaring that he haf^ tiever mentioned ptirpose 
bi going out but to the Heads of departments and Mr. 
lladison; he expressed the extreme wretchedness of his 
existence whXk in olDce, end went lengthily hito the late 
attacks on him for levees, &c., and explained to me how 
he had been led Into them by the persons lie consulted 
at New York; and that if he could but know wiiat the 
iciise of the public was, he would moit cheerfully con* 
font ib it 

February I6ih, 1793. E. Randolph tells J. Madison 
and myself, a curious fact which he had from Lear. 
When the President went to New York, he resisted lor 
three weeks the efforts to introduce levees. At length 
he vipldpd, and left it to Humphreys and some others 
to settle the forms. Accordingly, an ante-chamber and 
presence room were provided, and when those who were 
to pay theif court were asitaibled, the President set out, 
preceded by Humphreys. After passing through the 
ante -chamber, the door of the inner room was thrown 
open, and Humphreys entered first, calling out with a 
loud vdce^ "the Piesident of the United Stntes." The 
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Fresfatent nat m sntidi ilisoonccrted wifb it, that lie did 
not recover ttom It the wbok time of the levee, and 

when the company was gone, he said to Humphreys, 
"Well, you have taken me in once, but by God you shaU 
never take me ia a eeoond tiine.*' 
There is leaton to believe that the rejection of the 

late additional Assumption by the Senate, was effected 
by t}ie President through Lear, operating on l^ngdsM, 
Beckley knows this. 

Ftbrwy 90llb, 1793 Colond W. S. Smith caUed on 
me to communicate intelligence from France. He had 
left Paris November the 9th. He says the French 
ministers are entirely broken with Gouvemeur Morris; 
dint their doom to hinij and will never receive another 
communication iioai hbn. They wished Smith to be 
the bearer of a message from the President, to this effect, 
but be declined ; and tbey said in that case they would 
preiB it tiirough their own minlater here. He aayi tiiey 
arc sending Genet here with full powers to give us all the 
privileges we can desire in their countries, and par- 
ticularly in the West Indies; that they even contem- 
plate to set them free the next summer; that they pro- 
pose to emandpale South America, and wHl send ffnty* 
five ships of the line there next spring, and Miranda at 
the head of the expedition; that they dc-sire our debt to 
be paid them in piin isions, and have authorized hini to 
negoUate this. lu conhnnation of this, he delivers a 
letter to the President from Le Bran, minister for for-^ 
eign affairs, in which I<e Brun, says that Colonel Smith 
will communicate plans worthy of his (the President's) 
great mind, and he shall be happy to receive bis opinion 
as to the means the most suitable to effect it. 

I had, five or wx days ago^ rcodved from Temant, 
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cxtmets from tiie letters of his ndniirten, complaining of 
both Gouverneur Morris and Mr. Short. I sent them this 
day to the President with an extract from a private let- 
ter of Mr. Short, justifying himself, and I called this 
cvcniiig on the Fft^dent. R« said Iw eonaideiwl tht 
extracts from Tctmnt very serious— to short, as de- 
cisive; that he saw that Gouvemetir Morris could be no 
longer continued there con«!!<!tent with the public good; 
that the moment was critical in our favor, and ought 
not to be lost: that lie was esetiemdy at a loss what at' 
rangement to make. I asked him whether Gouverneur 
Morris and Pinckney might not change places. TTc satd 
that would be a sort of remedy, but not a radical one. 
Tliat if the Frendi ntfaristry conedvadGouvernettr Morris 
to be hostile to tbem; if tiwy liad been jealous 
mprely on his proposing to visit London, they would 
never he Kntishptl with ns placing him at London per- 
manently. He tiien observed, that though I had un- 
fixed the day on whldi I had intended to lerigU, yet 
I appeared fixed in doing it at no great distance of tine; 
that in thi<; cn^r, hr roiM not hut wish that I would go 
to Paris; that Uie moment was important: I possessed 
the confidence of both sides, and might do great good; 
that he wkhed I cotdd do it, wete It only to stay thete 
a year or two. I told him that my ndnd was so bent on 
retirement that I could not thinV of tuiinrhmp forth 
again in a new business, that I could never again cross 
the Atlantic; and timt as to tiie opportunity of doing 
good, ttiis was Itl^y to be the scene of action, as Genet 
was briiiB^ing- power to dn the busine';'^ hrre; hwt that 
I could not think of going abroad. He replied that I 
had pressed him to continue in the public service, and 
refused to do the same myadf . I said the case was very 
dillercnt: he united the oonfidcace of all Ameiica, and 
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m» tbe only peraon wbo did w: Us ftrvioe* therefore 
were of tbe last importenee; but Cm mjfBdf, my going 

out would not be noted or known. A thousand others 
Could supply my place to equal advantage, therefore 
1 felt myseii free, and that as to the mis^ioa to France, I 
thought Pbickney perfisetly proper. He desired ne then to 
consider maturely what arrangement should be made. 
Y Smith, in speaking of Morris, said, that at his own 
table, in presence of his company and servants, he cursed 
tbe French ministers, as a set of damned rascals; said 
the khig would still be replaoed upon his throne. He 
said he knew they had written to have him recalled, and 
expected to be recalled. He consulted Smith to know 
whether he would bring his furniture here duty free. 
Smith has mentiooed tbe aituatioa of Gottvemeur ibcrls 
freely to otiieis here. 

Smith Said also that the ministers told 
hirn tlify meant to begin their attack at the 
mouth of the Mississippi, and to sweep along the Bay 
of Mexico southwardly, and that tb^ wouM have no 
objection to our incorporating into oar government the 
two Fhiridas. • 

F^Ammy 26lJb, 1793. Notes on tbe proceedings of 
yesterday. (See the formal opimons givra to the Presi- 
dent in writing, and signed.^ 

I First i]uestion We are all of opinion that the treaty 
should proceed merely to gratify the public opinion, 
and not from an expectation of Sttooess. 1 ex|»essed my- 
self strongly, that tlie event was so unpromising, that 
I tliought ihc preparations for a campaign should go 
on without the least relaxation, and that a day bhould 
be fixed with tbe oommiacioners for the treaty, bevond 
whidi they should not permit the treaty to be protracted. 
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by which day orders i^hould be given for our forces to 
enter intu action. The President took up tht thing 
toatantlf, ftfter I luid Mid tliis, Mid dedbutd tlmt be iras 
so much in the opinion that tiie treaty wouM end in noth- ' 
jng thrit he then, in the presence of us all, gave orders to 
G^eral Knox, not to slacken the preparations for the 
eampaign in tht Isnitt, Imt to exert every nerve in pre- 
puing for it. Knox laid MMnething about tbe ultimate 
day for continuinj^ the negotiations. T acknowledged 
mvself not a jnrlge on w)iaf dfiy the campaign should be- 
gin, but that whatever it was, that day should terminate 
the treaty. Knox said be thought a winter campaign 
was always tlie most efficadotts against the Indians. I 
was of opinion, since Or^at Britain !n<?isted on ftirnishing 
provisions, that we should ofier to repay. Hamiltoa 
thought we should not 

Second question. I conslteed oar right of fire- 
eniption of the Indian lands, not as amounting to any 
dominion, or jurtsdiction, or paramountship whatever, 
but merely in the nature of a remainder after the ex- 
tingidahniettt of m present right, which gave tis no pres- 
ent right wliatever, but of preventing other nations from 

taViny^ po-^srssion, nnd so d^'fcatin^; otir expertancv; that 
the Intlifins hnd (lu full, undivided and independent sov- 
ereignty as long as they chose to keep it, and that this 
a^fat be fcnever; that as fast as we extend our if^ts 
by pfurcliase from them, so fast we extend the fimlfts of 
otir snnVfv, and as soon as a new portion became en- 
cirded within our line, it became a fixed limit of our so- 
ciety; that the executive, with either or both branches 
of the lepslature, could not alien any part of our teiri- 
tory; that by the law of nations it was settled, that the 
unity and indivisibility of the society was so funda- 
mental, that it could not be dismembered by the con- 
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cdtuted authorities, except, 1, where >iU pomtr wu dele- 

gated to thera (as in the c^se of despotic goverinnents), 
or 2, where it wnst expres&ly delegated, that neither of 
these delegations had been made to our GenenU Gov- 
crmnent, and ftaeKfote^ tint it had no tl^t to dia* 
member or alienate any portion of territory once ulti> 
mately consoUdated with us; and that we could nn more 
cede to the Indians than to the English or Sp«iaiards, as it 
night, accordhig to acknowledged principles, nfinaln as 
irrevocahly and eternally with the one as the other. But 
I thought that ag we had a right to sell and settle lands 
once comprcheaded wiihiu otir Hues, :ao we mij^bl for- 
bear to exercise that right, retaining the property till 
drcunMUncet should he more fiiVDrtble to the settle- 
mmt, and this I agieed to do in the preMsnt instance^ if 
necessary for pt-acc. 

Hamilton agreed to the doctrine of Uie law of na- 
tiona, as hdd down in Europe, but that it was founded 
on tiie universality of settlement there; consequently, 
that no lopping off of territory could be made without a 
lopping off of citizens, which required their consent; 
but that tiie law of nations for us must be adapted to 
the drcitmttaace of our unsettled country, which he 
Moeeived the President and Senate may cede; that the 
power of treaty was given to them by the Constitution, 
without restraining it to particular objects; consequent- 
ly, tliat it was given in as plenipotentiary a form as held 
by any sovereign in any other society. Kandol|ih was 
of opinion there was a difference between a cession to 
Indians and to any others, because it only restored the 
ceded part to the condiuou m which it was bciore we 
bought it, and consequently, that we might buy it again 
hereafter; therefore, he thought the executive and 
Senate could cede it. Knox joined in the main opinion. 
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The Pnaideiit discoveted no opinbii, but he made sraw 

efforts to get us to join in some terms witich could unite 
us all.and he seemed to direct those efforts more towudi 
me; but the thing could not be done. 

Thitd qucttloik We agreed in idea aa to the Ifaie to 
be drawn, to wit, lo at to tetala ail laadt appropriated* 
or grnntpf!, or reserved. 

Fourth question. We all thought if the Senate should 
be consulted, and consequently apprized of our line, it 
would become known to Hamnumd, and we should lose 
all chance of saving anytidng more at the treaty than 
our ultimatum. 

Question. Whether we should furnish the three 
wilHcma of ttvrea desired by I'mioe to piocm« proviaionB? 
I was of opinion wc ought to do it, the MM part as an 
arrearage (about .318,000) the residue as an qdv??tire 
towards our payments to be made in Paris in September 
and Novendier wsd* 

B. Randolph wae for furnishing the whole aum aaked 
but tinder such blind terms, that if the present French" 
government should be destroyed, and the former one 
reestablished, it might not be imputed to us as a proof of 
our taking part with the pfeaent, hot m^t be enc n aed 
midtt a pretext that we thou^t we ndi^t owe it. Knox 

of the SflTTip opinion. 

Hamilton saw the combining of powers against France 
80 Strong as to rcmkr tiie ime vtry dovbtfid. Rc 
thereioK was againat going beyond the 818,000 dollais 
understood to be in arrears. 

The President, at this meeting, mentione<! the declara- 
tion of some person, in a paper of Penno, that he would 
• commence an attade on the eharaeter of Dr. FranUhi. 
He mid flie theme was to him excessively disagreeable 
on other oonsideratioQa, but most particularly to, as the 
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jiarty seemed to do it as a means of deiending him (the 
President) agaixuit the iate atlackji oa him; tliaL i\x€u 
• mode of defence would be peeuliaily painiFiil to Urn, 
and he wished it could be stopped. Hamilton and 
Randolph undertook to spcuk to Penno to suppress it, 
without menliooiag it as the President's wish. Both 
obierved tliat fhcy had licaxd this dedumtion moi- 
tioned in many companies, and that it had eadted 
universal horror and detestation. 

Tlic p:iper in Fctmo must lie between two persons, 
vu., Adams and l^ard, because they are the only per* 
•ons who sbottld know audi iuta aa are tluere prondbed 
to be unfolded. Adama is an enemy to both characters, 
and might choose this ground as an effectual position 
tp injure both. Iiard hated FrjuikUn with unparalleled 
bitterness, but humUy adofca the Ereddeat, beeauae be 
is in Imo r«c»r. If thi* paper prooceds* we shall easily di^ 
cover which of these two gentlemen is the champion. In 
the meantime, the first paper leads our suspicions more 
towards Izard than Adams, irom the circumstance of 
Style, and because he is quite booby enotigh not to see 
the injury be would do to the President by sodi a mode 
of defence. 

FAmory 281ft. Eoox, B. Randcdph and myself met 
at Ko9<'f » w|ier^ Bamittoa wut also to have met, to 

consider the lime, manner and place of the President's 
swtvtrinp in. Hamilton liad been there before, and had 
leit his opinion with Knox, to wit, tiiat the President 
ihould adc a Judge to attend him in his own bouse to 
administer the oath, in the presence of the Heads of 
departments, which oath should be deposited in the 
Secretary of State's office. I concurred in tbki opiaion. 
Randolph was for the Frraident's going to the Senate 
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diainber to take tlie otth, ttttcnded fay tlie mandial 

of the United States, who should then make proclama* 
tlon, Src Knox was for this, and for adding the House 
of Representatives to the presence, as tliey would not 
yet be departed. Our individtui opinioiis ime written, 
to be commwiicated to the Pretddent, oat off whkh he 

tnight form on?. In tVc cn.ir^p of our convrrsn.fJnn, 
Knox, stickling for parade, got into great warmth, and 
swore that our government must either be entirely new 
modtled, or It would fae knodrad to piecta in Urn tlout 
ten years; and that as it is at present, he would not give 
a copper for it ; that it is the President's character, and 
not tlie written constitution, which keeps it together. 

Same Day. Convcnation with Lear. He exprcand 

the strongest confidencL' that republicanism was the 
universal creed of America, except of a very few; that 
a republican administratioii mubt of necessity immedi- 
atdy overbeUr the contrary faction; said tlutt he had 
seen with extreme regret that a number of gentlemen 
had for a long time been endcavorini^ to instil into the 
President, that the noise against the administration of 
the government was that of a little faction, wMdi would 
soon be silent, and which was detested by the people^ 
who were contented and prncpfrous; that ihh very 
party, however, began to see their error, and that the 
sense of America was bursting forth to their conviction. 

March 2d, 1793. See in the papers of this date, Mr. 
Giles's resolutions. He and one or two others were 
sanguine enough to believe that the paipableness of 
these resolutioin rendered It Impossible the House could 
reject them. Those who knew the composition of the 
House, 1, of bank directors; 2, holders of bank stock; 9, 
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1: jobbers ; 4, blind devotees; 5, ignorant persons wfco 
d.i y.A c^mptrheTid ihtv.i: iaz'.' and g-';'r»d -hnmort^ 
perboiis, nxio comprtheiuied ajid ;ickxiowled^ed them, 
]wt were loo hxj to wnimiiir, or amwiDaif to p roo wiee 
ceosiixe;ibi:pefians«boktieir these cbaracten, foresaw 
that th( three first descriptions making one-tliird of the 
House, the three latter would make one-hali of the 
naidtie; and, of course, that they would be rejected by 
* iMjocttf of two to Ode. But they thought thet even 
this rejection would do good, by showing the public 
the despejate and abandoned dispositions with which 
ihcii aiiaixs were conducted. These resoluttons were 
proposed, and Qothnf spared to pneent them in Vtut 
fnHiiees of denioiistration. There were not more thea 
three or four who voted otherwise than hod been ex- 
pected. 

It is known that Murray of Maryland deab in paper. 

Mar. 23, 1703. The foUowing list of pi^^inco it 
communicated to me by Mr, Beckley.^ 
Gihnan* Stockholder m U. S. Bank. 
Gerry.* t StocftMer. 
8cdgewick> 
Ames.* Stockholder. 
GwKlhiie • Stockholder 
Bourne of Rhode Island, suspected only. 
TmintMil.* Stockholder. 
Wadtworth.* StockhoUcr. 

Hillhonsc* Stocl:ho1dcf, 

Learned. Stockholder. 

Laurence. Stockholder and Director. 

Gordon. 

Boudioot.^ Stockholder. 
Peyton.* Stockholder. 
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Vitsimmoru,* Stockholder And director. 

Holster* Stockholder. 

Stmet 

Itnmy. Stodtholder. 
WiflkniKnL*^ Stockbotder. 

Smith. Stockholder and Director for himself and Ue 

proxies, his vote is near one-fifth of the whole, 
debet.* Stockholder and Director. 
SherimM.* Stockliolder. 
Elsworth. Stockholder, qnestioo. 
Kin 7 * Stockholder end Direcior. 
Dickinson. 

Stockholders H. Repr. Senate; 
Itonis.* Stoddwlder Other paper 16 6 
Jdunoo.* 8 f 2 

Izard.* Stockholder. 10 7 

Suspected 3 4 . 

March ZOih, 1793. At our mfptin^ at thp PrrsHrnt's, 
P^ebruary 26th, in discussing the question, whether we 
should furnish to France the three millions of livres de- 
rired, Hamilton, In apeatdng on the eubjeet, used dds 
expression, "When Mr. Qcnet arrives, whether we 
shall receive him or not, will th<fn he a question for dis- 
cussion," which expression I did not recollect till B. 
Ratidolfih remiiided me of it a few days after. There- 
fore, on the 20th, instant, as the President was shortly 
to J^et nut for Mount Vernon, I observed to him, that as 
Genet might arrive in his ab^nce, I wished to know 
beforehand how I should treat hint, whether as a person 

1 ^U>r. ts Beckle; Mn tie bu thU <l»y dUcovercd that Beiuoa la • aioek* 
iMdcr. 4Ji» aoHM «( akedc UUad aad K«f. V.J. 
•TkMtifikMwatoBBekler, T.J. 

f tiMM«vniBd6iiietv«cMM«rT.j. t.h 
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who would or would not be xeodved? He nid he ooidd 
tec no gronad of doabt but that he ought to be teodved. 

On the 34th he eikcd Randolph't opimon on the 
subject, aayiiif he had cooitdted Cokmd Hamilten 
thereon, who went into lengthy oolMidetationt of doubt 
and difficulty, and viewing it as a very unfortnuata 
thing that the President should have the decision of so 
critical a point forced on him; but, in conclusion, said, 
since he wa:i brought iuto that situation, he did not see 
but that he must reedve Mr. Genet. Randolph told the 
President he was clear he should be received, and the 
President said he had never had any doubt on the sub- 
ject in his mind. Afterwards, on the same day, he spoke 
to ne afiin on it, and lald Ur. Genet ihonld naqnet- 
tionably be reoeived; but he thought not with too wudt 
warmth or cordiality, so only as to he satisfactory to 
him T wondered at first at this restriction; hut when 
Randolph afterwards conuminicated to me his con* 
versation of the 24th, I became satiified it was a sulsH 
laerifiee to the opinion of Hanulton. ' 

March Slst. Mr. Beckley tells me, that the merchants' 
bonds lor duties on six months' credit became due the 
lat iiutant to a very great amount, that Hanilton went 
to the bank on that day, and directed the bank to dis- 
count for those merchants all their bonds at thirty days, 
and that he would have the collectors credited for the 
money at llie treaMury. Hence, the treasury lumping 
its leocipts by the month in tt*s printed aecottnts» tiMe 
sums will be considered by the public as only received 
on the last day; ronst-quently, the bank makes the 
month's interest out oi it. Beckley had this from a 
ncrcfaant irfto bad a bond discounted, and supposes a 
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mJllion of dollars were discounted at the bank here. Mr, 
Brown got the same information from another mer- 
cihuit, who laiifKned only six hmidted thooMod dollm 
discounted here. But they suppose the same ordert 
went to «U tte branch bank* to a great amoiint. 

Bodem 4U. Ifr'Browa'tdbViie'he tias it from a nwt- 
chant, that during the last winter the dincton of the 

bank ordered the fre<»st iiscoimts Evpry man could 
obtain it. Money being &o (lush, the six per ceuts run 
up to twenty-one inl twenty-two aldUings. Then the 
dheeton sold out tfadr private atocks. When the dif 

counted notes were becoming due, they stopped dis- 
counts, and not a dollar was to be had. This reduced 
six per cents to eighteen shillings and three pence; then 
tiie sane dheeton booght it again. 

April 7ih, 1793. Mr. Lear called on me, and Intro- 
duced of himself a conversation on the affairs of the 
United States. He hnghed at the cry of prosperity, 
and the deriving it from the establishment of the treas- 
ury; he said, thnt so f,ir frnm pivins; into ihh opinion 
and that we were paying off our national dfht, he was 
dear the debt was growing ou us; that he had lately 
expfeaed thte ofrfniott to the Fieaident who eppdued 
much astonished at it. I told liini I had given the same 
hint to the President last summer, and lately again had 
suggested, that we were even depending for the daily 
tnhdatence of government on hoffownd money. He 
aaid, that was certain, and was tlie only way of ae^ 
courting for what was heroine of the money dr.ivvn 
over from Holland to thia country. He regretted that 
the President was not in the way of hearing full informa- 
tloOt dedaced he eonunnnkaited to him everydiinf he 
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could leam himself; that the men who vaunted the 
preseut guvenunent so mudi en wme occasions were 
tbe very uuta who ftt oilier timet decknd it wu a poor 
thing, and such a one as could not stand* and he was 

sensible they only esteemed it as a stepping stone to 
something else, and had availed themselves of the fir:>t 
moments of the enthusiasm in favor ot it, to pervert its 
principle* and oMke cf it iriiat tlicy wanted; and that 
though they tailed Uue cry of anti-fedeialikm agaiaet 

those who ccnbure<l the mode of administriition, yet he 
was satisfied, whenever it should come to be tried, that 
the very men whom they called aati-fcderelists, wen 
the men iriio would save the p>v«nunient» and be looked 
to the next Coogrcf s for such rcctiScatioa. 

• 

Eodgm die. Mr. Becidey tetti fltt that a gentleiuaa, 
heartily a fisealist, celled oa him ycetcrday, told Um he 
had been to New York and Into the Prison with Duer 
with whom he had much conversation. That Pintard, 
Duer's agent has about 100,OUO dollars Wurth of prop- 
erty in his hands and bids de a ice: that this embar- 
latMS Doer mnch, who dedares that if «criMa pmmu 
' do not reliev.: Lim shortly, he will unfold soch a teeoe of 
filliany as vrill ■atoni&h the world. 

AprU ISfft. Tht President tends a set of questions 
to be considered, and calli a meeting. ThoQgb those 

sent me were In his own hand writing, yet it was pal- 
pable from the styii-, their ingenious tissue and suite, 
that they were not the President's, that they were raised 
upon A prepared duin <tf arguuient« in short* that the 
language was Hamilton's, and the doubts his akmOi 
They led to a declaration of the executivt^ that our 
tzeatv with France is voidj fi. Randolph, the next day. 
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told me that the day before the date of these questions' 
HftmHtoa went with Mm thnmgfa the whole chain of 
reasoning at wUdi these qocrtiom are the skeleton* 
and that he recognized them the moment he suw them. 

We met Tlie first question, whether we should re- 
ed** flw VtmA wiiriiiler, fkiiwt* was proposed, and 
we ftgieed naaniinoaily that ha ahotdd be received; - 

Hamilton, at the same time, PTrpresstnr his parent rrgrct 
that any inci'lent had happ<?nff}, wJiich shnulil oblige 
us to recoj^nize the government. The next question 
waa^ friietlicr be ahoold be fcoeived absotiitely, or with 
quaiifieations. Here Hamilton took up the whole sub- 
ject, and went through it in the order in which the 
questkms sketch it. See the chain of liis reasoning in 
my opiniotis of April S8lh. Knox anbaeribed at ooee to 
Sbuuilton's opinion that we ought to declare the treaty 
voir!, acknowledging, at fhp -^ame time, like u fool as he 
is, that he knew nothing about it I was clear it re- 
mained valid. Randolph dedared hinueif of the ftune' 
opinum, bat on fbrnfllon's nodertaldng to pment to 
Um the authority in Vattel (which we had not present) 
«n(f to prove to him, that if the authority whs admitted 
the tr^ty might be declared void, Randolph agreed to 
to talai! further time to oonrfder. It was ad journed. Ve 
detctmined, unanimously, the last question, thai Con- 
gress should not be called. There having been an in- 
timation by Randolph, that in so great a question he 
should choose to give a written opinion, and this being 
approved by the Pmldent, I fave in mine April 28th. 
Hamilton gave in his. I believe Knox's was never 
thought worth oiTering or asking for. Randolph ^ve his 
May the 0th, concurring with mine. The PresiUeut told 
nw, fhe same day, he had never had a doubt about the 
vaUdi^ of the treaty; but that shiee t qtwstion had beett 
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suggested, he tlionght it ought to be Mmiikml; thMt 
tiuB being done^ I mi^t now nMie*|Maqiorti to ten ves- 
sels in the form prescribed by the Prencli treaty. 1 had 
for a week past only issued the Dutch form; to have 
issued the^ French, would have been presupposing the 
tveftty to be In existence. The Pieaident tucKested, 
that he thought it would be as well that notliing thoiild 
be said of mdi a question lutving been under coosidem- 
tioa. 
Written May^Oth. 

May Mh. 1703. The';Pre8idcnt'8hows*mc*a"'draught 
of a letter from Colonel Hamilton to the collt^ors of 
tlie custonUp desiring them tu superintend their neigh- 
bockood, watcli for sU acts of our dtisens eontniry to 
laws of neutrality or tending to infiinge those laws, and 
inform hini of it ; and particularly to see if vessels should 
be bviilding pierced for gims. I told the President that 
at a couicience a iew dayb before Colonel Hamiltoa and 

B. Randolph had concocred in opinioa against me that 

for us to build and sell vessels fit for war would be a 
breach of neutrality, but that I understood them as 
agreeing that no opinion should go from the public on 
that question as not being now necessary; that as to 
the fi^ psrt of the letter I did not of a sudden de- 
cide it to be improper. He, on this, returned the letter 
to Hamilton with a desire that he> B» Randolph and 
myself would confer on it 

May 7. We met as trustees of the Suildog Pnnd. 

For the opinion I delivered sec my note of May 8th to 
E Randolph and for his see his answer of May 9th. On 
the business of the sinking fund, we had meant to have 

oome to a lesohition to ask of the Resident if there was 
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any money under the loans at our disposal the occa- 
afam of laying it oat lieiiig favorable. 
Bat Hamilton produced a letter juit lecdved from our 

fcankers tnformTng^ him of the impossibility of efTprting 
the now Ifian which had hccn ortkrcd (and of which I 
had not heard before) on this 1 declared it is thy opinion 
tint if the money on hand was not snfident to pay oar 
next instaUment to France and also to purchase public 
dpbt, (of wliich I could not be a j"f^gp, only Icnowinj^ that 
our next installment would be of between 600,0CX) and 
700,000 dollata and was approaching) I diould be 
agalnat iiiUng fai the payment whldi was a podtltie 

en^]E^ement, whcrra^ the purchnjjr of paUlc debt WSt 
voluntary. ■ i^^o notliing was done. 

When the question was, whether the proclamation of 
April 22d shottU be iasued, lUndolph obaerved, that 
there shoold be a letter written by me to the ministers 
of the belligerent powers, to dcclriTP that it should not 
be taken as conclii^ve evidence against our citizens in 
foteign courts of admiralty, for contraband goods. Knox 
suddenly adopted the opinion before Hamilton de> 
livered his. Hamilton opposed it pretty strongly. 1 
thought it an indifferent thing, but rather approved 
Randolph's opinion. The President was again&t it; 
but observed that at llur$ aw« ihr§t for it, it tkotdii go. 
This was the first hutance 1 had seen of an opportuility 
to decide by a mere majority, including hia own vote. 

May I2th, Lear called on rae today. Speaking of 
the lowneM of stodci, (nacteen ahUKnp,) I obaerved it 
was a pity we had not Inoney to bay on public aeoounL 

He said, ves, and that it wm the more provoking, a<» two 
millions had been borrowed for that purpose, and drawn 
over here, and yet were not here. • That he had no doubt 
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time frotiM notte of the dicuoMtMiM ivboM 4tity 
itvfMtodoM. I Mppoae he mtiat mean the Proideiit. 

May 1793. Question. ShaU the privateer fitted 
ont et CheriMtun and her priiet he acderad out of the 
portt of the U. &? 

I. As Punishment. 

Explain circunistauce which drove Genet into the 
•outhero passage induced him to land at Charleston. 

Fcendi dtisena toUdting commtoion to aim Gor- 
ernor winking at it. Words of XXII Artide, shott tmi 
be lawful for enemies of France fit out priveteen. Im- 
plication yet skall be lawful for French. 

So understood universally, by every one here — by 
outtdves at Charieitoo— by Genet SUU trne It is not 
expressly permitted — may be forbidden. But till for** 
bidden must be slight offence. The prahibitkm to be 
future not retrospective. 

I II. lUght. 

What right to order amy? 

XVII makes lawful to enter with prizes and stay. 

In whom is the right to these privateers and prizes? 

French citizens retain fidelity in foreign country, have 
• to tctnm to def enoe of ooiutry by MO or hod, may 
confer on that, amociate, contribute money, may buy 
vessel with own money — man her themsdv^ on condi- 
tion commence no hostilities witkm limits of U. S. As 
eooo at out of limits, themsdves and vessd free as any 
ofher. 

French dttscns onls^f sfMlsfilr, OB samo foothif as mw 

vuttants. 

When take a vessel at sea, property transferred by 

lam of mr. TUs pdnt nndccstood at f onner oonfer- 
saoe; for if not tnmsfcfred, dioidd be given up^ If 
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right traiuferred, then XVIIth Article authorizes 

catty. No haXt^wKf act justifiable. 
ObjeetkML It is pqnialmiwit for the pffaflcew 
Answer. No otteaoa tiU fotbUdcn. Looks ooljr to 

future. 

III. Policy of this Touchiness.] 

lUniater newly arrived. ■ 

Firat from the republic, i 

Popularitv of French Iiatiott .atldjBillie. j 

Proposals he brings. 

No call of guarantee. 

To France, ] ^ ^' 

Shall such R mission to reed, with reprimaud? 
And for whom. Fot- fingland? 
Por ooofedcnite prinnfey 

Our reward the CyclofM* boon to XnpatiM last de- 
vouref! Od 5, 369. 

Arc we playing ye part England played? Force 
France to aitack us? 

Yet «e may take side with the eonffederating prinecs? 

The party wishing that is very small. 

Hamilton and Knox were of opinion for giving tip the 
prize. But if that could not be, then to ordo^ away the 
privateer and prize; and if that could not he« then otder 
away the privateer. 

TTi. jefTrr^on of opinkw that ndcher could be ffhrcn 

up or ordered away. 

Iv. Randolph for ordering away the privateer and 
nothing more. 

The President eonfinned flie last opinlcm sod it seemed 
to be his own. 

Ifay 23, 1793. I hsd sent to the Fmldent ycMletday, 
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draughts oi a letter irom turn to the Provisory Execu- 
tive Ooandl of Prance^ and of one froai mytdf to Ifr. 
Tenant, both on the oocamm of his recall I ctdkd 

on hmi today He said tliere wns an eTprcssion in one 
of them, which he had never before seea in any of our 
publk commttnioatkMU, to wit, "our republic." The 
letter fnepored for him to tbe Council, b^m tluis:**nie 
Qtlien Temant has delivered to me the letter wherein 
you infonn me, thai yielding, &c., you had determined 
to recall him from bis mission, as your Minister Plenipo- 
tentiary to onr ftfmhHc- He Imd mdeneonil the wonia 
9m TMpmbHc He taid that certainly onre waa a reptibli- 
can government, but yet we had not U5ed that style in 
thii. \vay ; that if any body wanted to chanfje its form into 
a monarchy, he was sure it was only a few individuals, 
and that ho nan hi tiie United Statea woidd aet hit fiioe 
against it more than himadf ; iMit that thia waa not what 
be was afraid of ; his fears were from another quarter; 
that there was more danger of anarchy being mtroduced. 
He adverted to a piece in Fjrcneatt't paper of yesterday; 
he said he despised all their attadia on liim petsooally, 
but that there never had been an act of the government, 
not meaning in the executive line only, but in any line, 
which that paper had not abused. He had also marked 
the word rcpubiic thus where It waa applied to the 
French republic. (See the original paper.) He waa 
evidently sore and warm, and I tool: his intention to be, 
that 1 should interpose in some way with Freneau, per- 
haps withdraw his appointment of translating clerk to 
my office. But 1 w9l not do it. His paper has saved 
our constitution, which was galloping fast into mon- 
archy, and has been checked by no one means so power- 
fully as by that paper. It is well and universally known, 

that it has been that paper which has checked the career 
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of the nknoGtitts; and fhe Ptesideat, not aemible of fhe 
dei^m off the party, has not with his usual good sense 

and sang froid, looked on the efforts and effects of this, 
free press, and seen that, though some bad things have 
pMsed throng^ it to the piihtie» yet the good have pre- 
pend emte cl imneiifldjr* 

June 7th, 1793. Mr. Beckley, who has returned from 
Neir York within a few days, tells me that while he was 
there, Shr John Temple, Consid General of ^ northern 
States for Great Britain, showed him a letter from Sir 
Gregory Page Ttimer, a member of Parliament for a 
borough in Yorkshire, who, he said, had been a member 
for twenty-five years, and shvays oonfidential for ttie 
ninistefs, in which he permitted him to read pflrtleuhur 
passages of the following purport: "that the frovem- 
ment was well apprized of the predominancy of the British 
ItttsrtBt hi the United States; that they considered Colo- 
nel Hamilton, Mr. King, and Hr. W. &Bith, of Sooth 
Carolina, as the main supports of that interest; that fMir- 
ticularly, they considered Colonel Hamilton, and not Mr. 
Hammond, as their effective minister here; that if the 
nntl-itideral interest (that was his term), at the head of 
which they considered Mr. Jefferson to be, Should pre- 
vail, these gentlemen had tecvrfd an asylum to thrm- 
seives in England." Beckley could not understand 
whether they bad sequred it lAcniJsfvcr,* or whether 
tiiey were only notified that it was seenred to them. So 
that they understand that they may go on boldly in their 
machinations to change the government, and if they 
should be overset and choose to withdraw, they will be 
seenre of n pcnrfon in foglsnd, as Arnold, Deane, fte., 
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hikd. Sir John read pamgct of a letter (which he did not 

put into Beckley's hand, as he did the other) from Lord 
Greenville, saying nearly the same things. This letter 
mentions to Sir John, that though they had divided the 
CooMil Oownidiq^ and given the aontbem department 
to Bond, yet he. Sir John, was to retain his whole salary. 
(By this it would seem, as if, wanting to use Bond, they 
had covered his employment with this cloak.) Air. 
Beddey my that Sir Jotu Temple it a ttvong republi> 
OUL I had a proof of his intimacy with Sir John in thia 
circuinstance- Sir John received his new coxninission of 
Consul for the northern department, and instead of send* 
iug it through Mr. Hammond, got Beckky to enclose it 
to me for bit eseqnatur. I wiote to Sir Jolm that it 
flmt come through Mr. Hammond, enclosing it back to 
him He accordingly then sent it to Mr. Hammond. 
' In conversation with the President today, and speak* 
ing about General Greene^ he eaid that he end General 
Greene had alwaya dUlend in opiniim about the neiiacr 
of i:?inf militia. Greene nl-.vays placed them in his 
front: himself was of opinion, they should alwa)s be 
used us a reserve to improve any advantage, for which 
purpoie they vera tlie fSmut fMom \n the world. He 
•aid he wet Ml the ground of the battle of Txu 11 ford, with a 
person who was in the action, and who explained tlie 
whole of it to him. That General Greene's front was 
bddnd a lenoe at the edge of a large field, through whMi 
the enemy were obygcd to peas to get at them; and that 
in their passage through this, they must have been 
torn all to pieces, if troops had been posted there who 
would have stood their ground; and that the retreat 
from that poettkm was throogfa a thicket, perfectly ee- 
cure. Instead of this, he posted tlje North Carolina 
militia thcr^ who only gave one fire and fell back, to 
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tfiBt tlw wlnte boMfit ol tlidr potitlott m lost. Ha 

tliinks that the regulars, with their field pieces, would 
bftve hardly let » tingle man get through that field. 

B0d9mdi4Umu7tky Bcekky tdb me that he liM 

the following fact from Governor CHntoii. That before 

the proposition for the present G^tieral Government, » f. 
a little before Hamilton OMiceived a plan for establishing 
a ttonatehkal govenaMent to the United 8tate«, be wrote 
a diaogbt of a encular letter, which was to be sent to 

abnut ■pfT'son?, tn bring it about. One of these let- 
ters, in Hamilton's handwriting, is now in possession of 
an old militia General up the North River, who, at that 
ttoiCf waa thought ortkodcx cnoui^ to be eatrtiBted to 
tbe execution. Hi is Genera! baa given notice to Gov- 
ernor Clinton that he hns this paper, and that he will de- 
liver it into his hands, a n d no one's else. Ginton intends 
tiie ttnk toterval of leisure, to go for it, and be will bring 
It to Philadelphia. Bcddey is a man of perfect truth aa 
to whnt he afftrnr; nf his own knowledge* bllt tOO CWdll- 
lous as to what he hears from others. 

JuM UUht 1798. Ut» BcowB i^vee me the fottowing 
specimen of the phrenay idlidt pfcvailed ai New York 
on the opening of the new government The first public 
ball which took place after the President's arrival there, 
Colonel Humphreys, Colonel W. S. Smith, and Mrs. Knox 
were to arrange the ceremonlali. These anangementa 
ware as follows : a sola at the bead of the room, raised on 
several steps, whereon the President and Mrs Wasliinj- 
ton were to be seated. The gentlemen were to dance in 
tworda. Back one. when going to dance, waa to lead hfa 
partner to the foot of the sofa, mafce a low obeisance to 
the Frmideat and bia lady, thai go mid daaecb Md when' 
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dooe, biii^ his partner again to the foot of the aofa for 

new obeisances, and then to retire to their chairs. It 
was to be understood, loo, that geritlcntcn should be 
dressed in bags. Mrs. Knox contrived to come with the 
Pteaidcat, and to foOow liiiii and Un. Waahington to 
their destinatioii» and she had the desifn of fovdqf an 
invitation from the President to a sent on the sofa. She 
mounted up the steps after them unbidden, but uniortu- 
nately the wicked sofa was to short, that wImi the Presi- 
dent and Mrs. Waahiagton wm seated, there wa« not 
room for a third person ; she was obliged, therefore, to 
descend m the face of the company, and to sit \shere she 
could. In other respects the certmony was conducted 

rifoioiisly according to the anangemeotQ, and the Presi- 
dent made to pass an evening whidi hit good sense ren- 
dered a very misemble one to him. 

/mm 121*. Bet&ley teOs me tliat KUngham has 

been with him today, and relates to him the following 
fact. A certificate of the old Congress had been offered 
at the treasury and refused payment, and so indorsed 
In red ink as usual. This oertifieate came to the hands 
of Plancis. (the quondam derk of the treasnry, who» on 
account of hits being dipped in the infamous case of the 
l^aron Glaubec, Hamilton had been obliged to dismiss, 
ti^ save appearances, but with an asstuance of all future 
sfTviet, and he acocffdmi^y got him cstaUtshcd in New 
Toik.) Francis wrote to Hamilton that such a tidcet 
was offered him, but he could not buy it unless he would 
inform him and give him his certificate that ii was good. 
Hamilton wrote Uni a most friendly letter, and sent 
him the certificate. He bought the paper, and came 
onlwre and got it recognised, wberdiy he made tuentjr- 
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five hundred dollars. Klicgham saw both the letter and 

certificate. [{ 

Irving, a clerk in the tftMttrf, an Irishman, is the 
author of the pieces now coming out under the signature 
of Veritas, and attacking the President. I have long 
m peeted diit dcttstebfe game was playing by the fiieal 
fMrty, to pkce tlie Picddent on ttwir aide. 



July nth, 1793. A meeting desired by Alexander Ham- 
itton at ny office. Himself, Knox, and myself met ac- 
cordingly. He aeid that according to what had been 
agreed on in presence of tlie President, in consequence 
of Mr. Genet's declining to pay the $45,000 at his com- 
nHUid kt die tretMiiy» to the holdei* of tiie ^. Domingo 
billi, ne had agreed to pay the holders out of other 

money to that nmount; that he fnttnrl, hownvrr, that 
these bills would amount to $90,000, and the question 
was whether he should assume $90,000 to be paid out of 
the Septe mb er installment. Tliis, he said, would en- 
able holders to get disoMmtS at the bonks, would there- 
fore be equal to ready money, and save them from bank- 
ruptcy. Unanimously agreed to. We also agreed to a 
leMer written by General Knox to Gommor lfifflin» to 
hkvt a partienkr inqidry made whether the Littk Sarah 
is arming, &c., or not. I rcnr! a letter from the President 
about the Swallow letter of Marque at New York com- 
plained of by the French Consul. Agreed as the case 
was new, to kt it wait for the Preddent. I read afao 
Governor Lee's letter about tiie Governor of .South Caro- 
lina'^ prartarnnttor! respecting pestilential disease in 
West Indies. We are all of opinion the evidence is too 
s%hi for interference, and doubt the power to interfere. 
Therefore let it lie. 
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Mr. Genet called on me and lead to ne very rapidly 
instructions he had prepared for Michaud, who is going 
to Kentucky, an address to the inhabitants of Louis- 
iana, and another to those of Canada. In these papers 
it appears that, besides encouraging those inhabitants to 
' itMurrectioDtlietpeBlESOf two genento in Kentucky who 
liave piroposed to him to go and take New Orleans, if he 
will furnish the expense, about 3,000 pounds sterling. 
He declines advancing it, but promises that sum ultj- 
matdy for tbeir expenses; propoites that officers diall 
be comminioned by himself ia Kentucky and Louisiana; 
that they shall rendezvous out of the territories of the 
United States, — suppose? in Louisiana, and there making 

up a battalion to iie caikd the of inhabitants 

of Loiiisbna and Kentudcy, and gettinf what Indians 
tliey could, to undertake the expedition against New 
Orleans, and then Louisiana to be established into an 
independent State, connected in commerce with France 
and the United States; that two frigates dull f» Into 
the river Mississippi, and oo-opeiate afsinst New Or- 
leans. The address to Canada was to encourage them 
to shake ofT English yoke, to call Indians to their as- 
sistance, and to assure them of the friendly dispositions 
of their ndgbliofs of the United States. 

He said he communicate d Uu st things to me, not as 
Secretary of State, but as Mr. Jefferson. I told him that 
bis enticing officers and soldiers from Kentucky to go 
against Spain, was really putting a halter about their 
aedcs; for tlwt tliey wimld assuredly be hung if they 
commenced hostilities against a nat&m at peace with 
the United States That leaving out that article I 
did not care what insurrections should t)e excited in 
Lodifaina. He had about a fortnight ago sent me a 
communication lor Michaud as consul 4^ France at 
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Kentucky, and desired an Exequatur. I told him thb 
cctdd not be given, tliat It was only in the porU off the 
United States they were entitled to consuls, and that if 
Frnnce should have a consul nt Kpntuclcy, England and 
Spain would soon demand the same, and we should have 
all our interior country filled with foreign agents, tie 
teqtdttseed, and «sked me to letim the eomiiiBiioii end 
his note, which I did; but he desired I would give Mi- 
chaud a letter of introduction fof Governor Shelby. I 
sent him one a day or two after. He now observes to 
me tbat in tiuit letter I speak of him only as a persoa 
of botanical and natural pursuits, but that he tridied 
the Governor to view him as something more, as a 
French citizen possessing his confidence. I took back 
the letter and wrote another. See both. 

July Sth, 1793. At a meeting at the State Home of 

the City of Philadelplua 

Present: the Secretary of State, the Secretary of the 
Treasury, tiie Secretary 9t War. 

It appears that a farigantine, catkd the Little Sarah* 
has been fitted out at the port of Philadelphia, with four- 
teen cannon and all other equipmeat, indicating that 
die it iitteiided to eraise under the authority of Ftanceb 
and that she is now lying in the river Ddawate, at soma 
place between this city and Mud Island; that a conversa- 
tion has been had br twr pn the Secretary of State and the 
Minister Plenipotenliary of France, in which conversa- 
tion the Minister refused to give any expUdt assursnce 
that the brigantinc would continue until the arrival of 
the President, and hh decision in the ca^p, but made de- 
clarations respecting her not being ready to sail within 
tna xnne ot ina ezpectea return ch cne xrestaeni, nom 
irfiidi the Seetelaty of Stats infers widi eoofidcnoek ^t 
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ibe win not sail tiU tbe President will have an oppor- 
tunity of considering and determining the case; that Iq 
the course of (he conversation, the Minister declared that 
the additionai guns which iiad been Lakcu ui by the 
Uttle Sarah were French p ro per ty, but the Governor 
of Pennsylvania declared that be tea good ground to 
believe that two of her were purchaaed here of 

citizens oi Philadelphia. 

The Governor of Pennsylvania asks advice what steps 
undeir tht ciiciUMtanoss» lia shall pitisiia? 

The Secretary of the Treasury and the Secretary of 
War are of opinion, that it is expedient that immediate 
measures should be taicen provisionally for esLablishmg 
• hatteiy om If nd Idand, onder oover of a party of mi* 
litia, with direction that if the brig Sarah should attempt 
to depart before the pleasure of the President shall be 
known cooceruiog her, military coercion be employed 
to ancst and pvevoit ber progress. 

The Secretary «f State disMots Ina tfiii i^iaion. 



keasons jor hu Dusent. 

I am agaiasl the preceding opinion of the Secretaries 
of the Treasury and War, for ordering a battery to be 
erected on Mud islaud, and firing on the Uttle Sarah* 
an aniMMl vcssd of tbe Kepublie of Pnace^ 

Because I aiii satislied, fram what passed between 
Mr. Genet and myself at our personal interview yester- 
day, that the vessel will not be ordered to sail till the 
return oi the Frtisideut, which, by a letter of this day's 
post, we may oertainly expect within eight and fb^y 
liOiilp ftom this time. 

Bscatne thf dectiag a battery and iDpunting pim 
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to iiteveDt hcf ]MMftg« Slight caioe a defwrinfe not now 

intraded, and produce the fact it is meant to prevent 

Because were such battery and guns now in readiness 
and to fire on her, in the present ardent state of her crew 
jnat ia the nunneiit of leaving port, It la morally tertaln 
tint bloody conaequences would follow. No one could 
«;ay how many lives woiiM \o'^t on hntft sides, and all 
experience has shown, that blood once seriously spilled 
between nation and nation, the contest is continued by 
subordinate agenta, and the door of fieaee la ihut. At 
this moment, too, we expect in the river twenty of their 
ships of war, with a fleet of from one hundred to one 
hundred and fifty of their private vessels, which will 
arrive at the accne off Idood la tinie to conUniie tt, If not 
to partake in it. 

Because the acttirtf rommencement of lio?;ti1itic8 
against a nation, for such this act may be, is an act of 
too serious consequence to our cx>untrymen to be brought 
on thdr heada aatxicduiate oflketa, not chosen by 
them nor clothed with their confidence; and too pre- 
sumptuous on the part of those officers, when the chief 
magistrate, into whose hands the citizens have com- 
mitted their safety, Is within dght and forty hours of his 
arriiFal here, and may have an opportunity of judging 
for himscTf nnd thrm, whrthrr the hnving and carrying 
away t vi) cannon, (for according to mfdrmntion, the 
rest are the nation's own property,) is sufficient cause 
of war between Americana and Prendimen. 

Because, should the vessel, contrary to expectation, 
depart before the President's arrival, the adverse powers 
may be told the truth of the case: that she went off con- 
trary to what we had a r^t to expect ; that we shall be 
justifiable in fnttire cases to measure our confidence ac- 
Coidlttgly; that for the present we sfaail demand astis- 
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ftkction from PfBaoe, ivlucli, mth tlw proof of food faith 
we have already ^en, ought to satisfy them. Above all 

Great Britain ought not to complain: for, since the date 
of the order forbidding that any of the belUgerent powers 
dMNild equip t]i«iii8dve« Js our ports with our wnoM, 
tbeae two cannon are all that have escaped the vigilanoe 
of our officers on the part of their enemies, while their 
vessels have carried off more than ten times the number, 
without any impediment; and ii the suggestion be true 
(and as yet it b hut lucgcstioa) that diere are fifteen 
or twenty Au.ericans on board the Little Sarah, who 
have gone with their own consent, it is equally true that 
more than ten timts that number of Americani arc at 
this moment on bond English ships of war, who have 
been taken fofdfaly fwam our meidiant vcmeb at aea 
or in port, wherever met with, and compelled to bear 
arms ag'ainst the friends of their country And is it 
less a breach of our ncuuaiity towards France to su^er 
Bnsfauid to atrectben befaeif with our foree, than to* 
wards England to suffer France to do so P And are we 
equally ready and disposed to sink the Enti<;h vessels in 
our ports by way of reprinl for this notorious and 
avowed practice? 

Becauae it li ineooristent for a nation which haa been 
patiently bearing for ten years the grossest insults and 
injuries from their late enemies, to rise at a feathtf 
against their iriends and benefactors ; and that, too, in a 
moment when drcumstanoes have kindled the most 
ardent affections of the two peopk towards each other; 
when the little subjects of displeasure which have arisen 
are the acts of a particular individual, not yet important 
enough to have been carried to his government as causes 
of ocmpbint; an euch aa nationa of modcfation and 
justice settle by negotiation, not making war their first 
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step; are such as that government fvotild correct at • 

word, if we mnv judge from the late unequivocal demon- 
strations of their friendship towards us; and are very 
slight shades of the acts committed against us by Eng- 
land, wtudi we liaye been endcftvorinf to rectify by 
negotiation, and on which they have never Conde* 
•tended to give any answer to our minister. 

Because I would not gratify the combination oi kings 
with the spectacle of the two only tepubHcs on earth 
destroying each other for two cannon ; nor would I, for 
infinitely greater caitse, add this roimfry to that com- 
bination, turn the scale of contest, and let it be from our 
hands that the hopes of man received their last stab. 

It has been observed that a fenetal Ofder has Iwcn 
alrear^v ^ivpn to "^trip by force vessris arming contrary 
to nilc m our ports, in which I concurred. 1 did so be- 
cause it was highly presumable that the destination of 
such a vessel would be <Uscovered in some earlystage* 
whoi there would be few penons on board, these not 
yet dbposed nor prepared to resist, and a small p irty of 
militia put aboard would stop the. procedure without a 
OMrked fofmction of the peace. But H is a mndi more 
serious thii^ when a vessel has her full complement of 
men, (hrr^ srtir! fo one hundred and twentv ) with 
every preparation and probably with disposition to go 
through with their enterprise. A serious engagement is 
then a certain consequence. Besides^ an act erf force 
committed by an officer in a distant port, under general 
nrdpr«!, piven long ago, to take efFert on all cases, and 
with less latitude of discretion in him, would be a much 
more negotiable case than a recent order, given by the 
general government itself (for that is the diaracter we 
are to assume) on the spot, in the very moment, pointed 
at this special case, professing full discretion and not 
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miag it. TUi noidd be a stubbom traiiiMWtioii» 0Ot 

admitting those justifications and explanations which 
might avert a war, or admitting such only as would be 
entirely bumiiiatuig to the officers giving the order, and 
to the govemmoit itself. 

On the wbote, respect to the chk^ magistrate, respect 
to our countrymen, their Uves, interests, and afFLCtiun, 
respect to a most friendly nation, who, if we give them 
the opportunity, will answer our wrongs by correcting 
•ad not by r^enting Uwm; naptet to tbe most aaered 
^use that ever maa was engaged in, poising maturely 
the evils which may flow from the commitment of an 
act which it would be in the power and probably in the 
temper of mboniiante agents to make aa act of con- 
tinued war, and fhoae whidi may flow from an eight and 
forty hours suspension of the act, are motives with me 
for suspending it eight and forty hours, even should we 
thereby lose the opportunity of committing it alto- 
gether. 

July Wtk 1793 The Secretary of the Treasury hav- 
ing communicated to General Knox and myself, that 
be liad been informed that Uie Litti* Sarak Imd mnch 
augmented hrr arms and was greatly advanced in her 

preparations, we concurred in opinion, that the governor 
should be desired ti^ hi'. e a re i y nnin ifinn rf the fact. 
It was done, aud a report made, that she had enter- 
ed the port with only fotir guns, and now bad fourteen. 
Tbe next day. being Sunday the 7th instant, I re- 
ceived a letter from the governor (of Pennsylvania) by 
express, informing me, that he undtjstood she would 
sail that day. I went instantly to town. Hetdd 
me he had received tiM intelligence the night before, 
and had icnt U r. Dalks at midnj^t to Mr. Qenet. 
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Ur. Dalkit told me, tliat, on his proposing the subject 
d detaining the vessel, he flew into a great passion, 
ttilktd rxtra^ R^^ntly, and coodttded by refust^g to 
order the vessel to stay. 

As the Governor had sent lor General Knox nlio, I 
told him 1 would in the meantime go to M. Genet and 
speak with him on the subject. I went. On his com- 
ing into the room I told him I hnd called on the subject 
of the Liitlc Sarah; that our inioiuiation was, that she 
waa armed eontnury to flie deeidnn of the Piesldent* 
which had been communicated to him, and that ahe 
would sail that day; and I requested that he would 
detain her till we could iuquire into the fact, and lay it 
befote the Fteddent, %vho would be here on Wednesday. 

He took up the subject instontly in a vi»-y high tone, 
nnr! went into an immense fieltT of deckmntinn and com- 
plaint. I found it necessary to let him go on, and in 
fact could do no otherwise; for the few efforts which I 
made to tofce part In the eonvfraation were quite in- 
efTectual. It is impossible for me to state the particu- 
lars of what he said Such of the general inpko. as I 
can now recollect were these. He charged us with hav- 
ing violated the treaties between the two nations, and 
so went into the cases which had before been subjects 
of discussion; complained that we sulTered our fl-ij^ to 
be insulted and disregarded by the English: that they 
stopped all our vessels, and took out of them whatever 
they suspected to be Ptench property; that they had 
taken all the provisions he had embarked in American 
vessels for ihv rolonies; that if we were not able to pro- 
tect their vessels in our ports, nor their property on the 
high seas, we ought to permit them to protect it them- 
selves; that they, on the contrary, paid the highest 
respect to out flag; tliat, tliough it was notorious that 
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propetty, yet, being in American vessds, or pretended 
American vessels, they never touched it, and thus had 
no cbaoce of rci^iliating on their enetuies, that be had 
been fbtvaited and opposed in everydnog Ind to 

do with the government; that he found himself In M 
dihagreeable a situation, that he sometimes thought of 
packing up und going away, as he found bc Could not 
be useful to his nation m anything. ^ 

He dfieltoo the friendly propooitions he hroui^t from 
hi:i nationt oa the instructions and dispositions with 
which he c^me to do whatever wotiUI gratify us; that to 
•uch propositions such a return ought not to have been 
made by the <9Dectttivc withoat oooanlting Congress; 
and thrft, oo the leturn of the Pieu4cnt, he would cer- 
tainly press him to convene Congress. He had by this 
time got into a moderikte tone, and I stopped hiju at the 
subject of calling Congress, explained our constitution 
to him, as having divided the funetioDS of govenuncat 
among three different authorities, the executive^ kgis* 
lative, and judidary, each of which were (was) supreme 
in all questions belonging to their (its) departments, 
and independent of the others; that all the questions 
which had arisen between him and us, belonged to the 
executive department, and, if Congress were sitting, 
could not be carried to them, nor would they take notice 
of them. 

He asked if they were not the sovereign. I told htm 
so; ^y were sovereign in making laws only, the execu- 
tive was sovereign in executing them, and the judiciary 
in construing them where they related to their depart- 
ncnt. "But/* said he. "at least. Congress aie bonod 
to see that the tnaties aie observed." 1 told him no; 
there were very few cases Indeed arismg out of treaties. 
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which they could take notice of ; that the President is to 
fee tiiat treatln afe observed. **If lie decides egainel 
ft tztftty* to whom is a nation to appeal?" I told him 
the constitution had made the President the last appeal. 
He made me a bow, and said, that indeed he would not 
make tne hit complinieiitt on sneh a cottsHttttion, ex- 
pressed the utmost astonblitiient at it, and teemed never 

beforr to hav(: lind surh nn idea. 

He waj> now come into perfect good humor and cool- 
ness, in which state he may with the greatest freedom 
be spolcen with. I observed to him the impropriety of 
hit conduct in persevering in measures contrary to the 
will of the government, and that too within its limits, 
wherein tmqucstionabiy they had a right to be obeyed. 
"But." taid he» "I have a right to ejcpottnd the tseaty 
on our side." *'Ceftainly/' said I. "eaeh paliy hat an 

equal ri^ht in cxpnttnr! trratif?. Ynti, as agent of your 
nation, hnve a right to bring forward your exposition, 
to support it by reasons, to insist on it, to be answered 
with tliereatont for our expodtlon where it Itcontraty; 
and when, after heating and considering your reasottt 
the highest authority in the nation has flecided, it is your 
duty to say you think the decision wrong, that you can- 
not lake upon yottudf to admit It, and vW lepieaent 
it to yotn* government to do as th^ think proper; hut 
in the meantime, you ought to acquiesce in It, and to do 
nothing within our limits contrary to it.** 

He was silent as to this, and I thought was sensible 
it was right. 1 brottKht him to the point of the Lsltfe 
Sarah, and pressed his detaining of her till the Presi- 
dent's return. "Why drfaiti her?" said hp "Be- 
cause," said I, "she is reported to be armed with guns 
acquired here." He said the gtms were all French 
pi o p e i ty, and tnrdy we did not pretend to oontfol them 
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in tbt disposal of tbdr own property ; that he coul4 muae 

to me the French vessels from which he had taken every 
gun. I told him I would be obliged to him for any evi- 
dence of liiat tact with which he wouid iurm:ih me, and 
repeated my request to detain the vessel. He was em- 
barrassed and tuwilling. He t>aid he should not be 
justified in detaining her I told him it would be con- 
sidered a very serious offence indeed if she should go 
away; that the government was determined on that 
point, and, tbinldng it was right, wouU go thfoitgh with 
it. 

After some hesitation he said he could not make any 
promise, it would be out of his duty, but that he was very 
happy in being able to inform me that tiie vcaed wet mot 
in rea^neis, and thocfore could not sail that day. I 

aslced him if I might rely, that she would not be ready 
to sail btfnre the return of the President. He then 
spoke of her unreadines:> indefinitely as to time, said she 
had many things to do yet, and wonU not be ready for 
some time, he did not know wlien. And whenever 1 
tried to fix it to the President's return he jjave the same 
answer, that she would not be ready for some time, but 
with the look and gesture, which showed he meant I 
should nnderstaod she would not be gone before that 
time. "But," said be, "she is to change her position 
and lall down the river today; but she will not depart 
yet" "What, i>aid I, "will she fall down to the lower 
end of the town?" "I do not exactly know where,*' 
' said he, "but somewhere there for convenience of get- 
ting ready some things; but let me beseech you not to 
permit any attempt to put men on board of her. She 
IS hUcd with lugh spirited patriots, and they will un- 
questionably resbt; and thoe is no occasloD, Iv I tdl 
yon Uie will not be ready to depart for some time.** 
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I told him then 1 would take it for granted she would 
not be fctdy befote flw Freddest's letuni, tiMt in tbe 
meantiine we would have inquiries made into the facts» 
and woTiIci tliatik Iu'tti for information on tht subject, and 
that 1 would take care tliat the c»se should be kid be- 
fotctteRraiideiit tke day after btoietiun. He prom- 
ieed to give me a atate of the next day. 

I then rettirncd to the governor, told him what had 
passed, and that 1 was satisfied, that, though the vessel 
was to fall somewhere down the river, she would not 
•ail. Re thefCttponordcRd the militia to be dimined. 

On repeating to him and Mr. Dallas what M. Genet 
had said fotmd it agreed in many particulars with 
what he had said to Mr. Dalhu; but Mr. Dalks men- 
tiooed aome things mlakA he had not aaid to tte,and 
particularly his declaration that he would appeal from 
the Prp!^idt"nt to the people. TTe did, in some p^irt of his 
declamation to me, drop ttic idea of puhh'shin^ a narra- 
tive or statement of transactions, but he did not on that» 
OCM' vnt did on any other occaskm in my pteMnoe^ we 
diaifqicelfttl expressions of the President. He, from a 
very ^arly period, showed that he believed there existed 
here an EngUsh party, and ascribed to their misinforma* 
tlona, indnttfy, and mancetnrres some of the decisions of 
the executive. He la not reserved on this subject. Be 
complains of the partinhty of the infnrmiTfion of tliose 
employed by government, who never let a single move- 
ment of a French vessel pass unnoticed, nor ever inform 
of aft ED^iAooeanninf,ornottillltistoolatetotb>p 
her< 

The next day, Monday, I met the Secretaries of the 
Treasury and War in the governor's office. They pro- 
poKii onr omennig a oanery io oe enccen on mwi ja> 
land immediately, gnns to be mounted, to fiia co tiia 
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vcsmI Bad cvM lUk her if ibe ^ffyti^^i l to pom. I 
lefutied to concur to the otdcr, for reasons assigned is 
•ootht-r (the preceding) paper. Tlie vessel was then at 
Gkrtjctbtcr Point. Whether any intention of this pro- 
pofition got out. I do not know, but ibe very aooa after 
feO down to Ctacfllcr. Oo « sitcvatliMi, that tiicve wece 
fifteen or twenty Americans on board, we dcfitcd Ifr. 
lUwle to uke mcantm to proaecute tbem. 



Dod the treaty with France leave us free to prohibit 
htf inm trmiiif vcaidi is our ports^ Tbomu Jeffcr- 
•OO, Hamilton, Knox, and Randolph unanimous it 
does. As the treatv obliges us to prohibit the enemies 
of France from arxmug ui our ports, and leaves us free to 
proUUt Pfwioe, do not the laws of ncittnlity oblige ub 
to prohibit her? Same perbons answer they do. 

How far may a prohibition now declared be retro- 
spective to the vess<.ls armed in Charleston before the 
pruiubiliuu, to wit, tbe Citoyexi Genet and Sans Culottes, 

aodwhatistobedonewitbtbcfleptjice? Thomas Jeffer- 

so, — It cannot be retrospective at all; they may sell 
their prizes, and continue to act freely as other armed 
vessels of Fraitce. UHniilton and Knox, — The prizes 
ought to be ^iveu up to the Buglisli, and the piivateen 
tupprcieed. Randolphs—They are fiie to adl their 
prizes, and the privateers should be ordered away, not 
to reliirn here till t!u y sluill have been to the dominions 
of their own an^vcrei^n, and thereby purged the Ukgaiity 

of thehr origin. This hMt opinion wai adopted by the 
Prcaideat. 
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Our dtizeiis who have joined in these h(»tilities against 
tetioM ftt poiee wltli the United State*, are they pun- 

bhftfale? Bi Rfllldolpll gave an oERdHt opinion they 
were Thomas Jefferson, Hamilton, and Knox joined 
in the optuion. All thought i( our duty to have prose- 
cutions iitttitttted against them, that the kws might 
ptonodneeoiitlidreaae. Iti tlw llxat inatanee, two only 
were prosfcutcd merely to try the question, and to sat- 
isfy the complaint of the British minister; and because 
it was thought they might have offended unwittingly. 
Bttt a Sttfaaequent araanietit of a vessel at New York 
taking pbca with full knowledge of this pcoseeutbll,, 
fill fhe persons engaged in it, dtizefls and fote^gueis, 
wtre ordered to be prosecuted. 

Hay the prohibition extend to the means of the party 
atuing, or are they only praliibited f mat vaiag our means 
for the annoyance of their enemies? Thomas Jeffersoll 
of opinion they are free to use thdr own means, to 
mount thdr own guns, &c. Hamilton and Knox of 
opinion tb^ate not to put erven tlidr own implements or 
meani Into a twature of annoyance. The Pre^dent has 
as yet not decided this. 

May ati armed vessel arriving here he prohibited to 
employ thdr own dtizens found here as seamen or 
maiinets? Tfaomaa Jeffenon,— They cannot be pro- 
hibited to feeruit their own dtizens. Hamilton and 
Knox, —They may and ought to be prohibited. No 
dedsion yet by the President. 

It appeatt to me the Ptesidettt wMwd ttw Uttle Sarah 
had beoi stopped by military coercion, that Is, by firing 

on her; yet I do not btlivc be would have ordered it him- 
self had he been here, though he would be glad if we liad 
ordered it. 

The Unittd States bdng a ship-building nation, may 
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they teU iliipt, pRpucd for mtr, to botli parties^ 

Tliomas Jefferson,— They may sell such ships in their 
ports to both parties, or carry them for sale to the do- 
minions of both parties. E. Kanduiph oi opinion they 
could not fdl them here; and that if they attempted to 
carry them to the dominioiis of the parties for sale, they 
might be seized by the way as contraband. IIumiltoQ 
of same opinion, except that he did not consider them aa 
seizable for contraband, but as the property of a power 
maldiif itadf a party in the war by an aid of audi a 
nature, and eonaeqiiently ^t it would ht a breach of 
neutrality. 

Hamilton moves that the government ot France be 
deaired to recall Ifr. Genet Knox adda that be be in 
the meantime suspended from hit functions. Thomas 

JeflFerson proposes that his correspondence be com- 
municated to his government, with friendly observa- 
tions. President silent.* 

July I5th. Thomas Jefferson, Hamilton and Knox 
met at the President's. Governor Mifflin had appUed 
to Knox for the loan of four cannon to mount at Mud 
lafauid. He informed him he tfrnold atatfam a guard tit 
durty-five militia theic^ and adced what ammgement 
for rations the general government had taken. Knox 
told him nothing could be done as to rations, and he 
would a$k the President for the cannon. |n the mean- 
time, he promised him to put the camion on board a 
boat, ready to send off as soon as permission was ob> 
tained. The President declared his own opinion firsl 
and fully, that when the orders were given to the govern- 
ment to stop vessels arming, &c., in our ports, even by 

•Thto to coMttM 10 mttiaf Mm Mntaf of tte tpJk^ Jalf , 1. tte 
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military force, he took for granted thp j^overnors 
would tis? such diligence 05 to stop those projects in 
embryo, and stop them when no force was requisite, or 
A wry miMll party of mlBtia would snIBce; ttift here w«a 
a demand from the governor of Pennsylvania to land 
four cannon under pretext of ext-cutin^ orders of the 
general government ; that if this was granted, we should 
be immediately applied to by every other gov«nior» and 
that not for one place wAy, but for several, and our 
cannon would be dispersed all over the United States; 
that for this reason we had refused the same request to 
tiie governors of South GiroUna, Virginia, and Rhode 
Idand; that If they erected batteries, they must catab* 
Hsh men for them, and wotild come on us for this too. 
He Hid not think the Executive had a power to establish 
permanent guards: he had never looked to anything per- 
manent when the cndera were given to the goveraon, 
hat only an occasional call on small parties of militia 
in fhe moments requiring it. These sentiments were 
so entirely my own, that I did little more than combat 
on the same groimds the opinions of Hamilton and 
Knox. The latter said he would be ready to lend an 
equal number to every government to carry into effect 
order? of such importance; and Hamilton, that he would 
be willing to lend them in cases where they happened to 
be as near the place where they were to he mounted. 

Handlton submitted the purehase of a large quantity 
of salt petre, which would outrun the funds destined to 
objects of that class by Congress. We were unanimous 
we ought to venture on it, and to the procuring supplies 
of military stores in the present ciremnstances, and take 
on us the responrfbility to Congress, before whom it 
should be laid 
The President was fully of the same opinion. 
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In the above case of the cannon, the President gave no 
final order while I remained; but I saw that he was so 
impressed with the (ii^greeabkn<^ ol taking ihi^m out 
flf the boat again, that he would yield. He spoke sharp- 
ly to Knox for iMving put them in Uiat poiition wiAout 
consulting him, and declared that, but for that circum- 
stance, he would not have hesitated one moment to re» 
fuse them. 

jMfy 18a.» 1708. At a meeting at the Fkoident's Oen. 

Knox tells us Governor Blount (now in town) has in- 
formed him that when Mr. Florence wds in I-'iance, certain 
membersi of the executive Council enquired oi him what 
were the diqioiitioos of Cumberland settlement, etc., to* 
wards Spain? Mr. Florence told them unfriendly. They 
offered him a commission to embod/ troops there, to give 
him a quantity of blank commissions to be filled up by 
him making officers of the Republic of Prance, those 
wlio diould oomi«.flnd and undertake to pay tlie ex- 
penses. 

Mr. Florence desired his name might not be used' 
Blount added that Mr. Florence while in France pre- 
tended to be a great friend to thdr revolution though 
an enemy tu it in his heart. 

Eodein dir.. Lear calls on me. I told him that Irv" 
ing, au Itishmuu, and a writer in the treasury, who on 
a former occattion, bad given the moet decisive ptoofi 
of liis devotion to his principal, was the author of the 
pieces signed Veritas; and I wished he cculd get at some 
of Irving'^ acquaintances and infoim himself of the fact, 
as the person wiio told me of it would not permit the 
name of his informer to be mentioned; (i^Tolr. — ^Bfckley 
told me of it, and be bad it from Svniine, the printer to 
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whom the pieces were dt livered;) that I had long before 
suspected t\iSgk excesdve foul play in Hut party, of writ- 
ing thenistdves in the cliaracter nf the moot exafferated 
dfmorrnt'^, and tnoorporating with it a great rff*n1 of 
abuse on the President, to make him believe it was that 
party who were bis enelnies, and so throw him entirely 
into the seile of tiie monoemts. Leer add he no kmger 
ago than yesterday, expressed to the President bis •!»• 
picions of the artifices of that party to work on him. 
He mentioned the fcUuwing fact as a proof of their. 
wtHfaif in the disracter of tfadr advcrsttries; to wit, the 
day after the UtUe incident of Ridiet's toasting "the 
man of the people," f?fi» the f^fi?<'ttes,) Mrs. Washington 
was at Mrs. Powel's, who mentioned to her that when 
the to<i8t was given, there was a good deal of disappro- 
bation appeared In the awfienoe, and that many pot 
on their hats and went out ; on Inquiry, be had not 

found the fact true, and yet it was put into 's 

paper, and written tinder the character of a republican, 
thottf^ he Is satMied it is altogether a tSmiix of thifc 
ttonocr^ts. He mentioned this to the Pteddent* but 
he did not mention to him the following fact, which he 
knows, that in New York, the last sttmnuT, when the 
parties of Jay and Clinton vsere running so high, it was 
an agreed point with the former, that if any ciretini- 
stances should ever bring it to a question, whether to 
drop Hamilton or the President, thry had decided to 
drop the President. He said that lately one of the 
loudest pretended friends to the government, damned 
H, and said it was good for nottdng, tiiat it could not 
support ibielf, and it wras time to put it down and set up 
a better; and yet the same person, in speaking to the 
Prudent, puffed of that party as the only friends to 
the govenunent. He said he really feated, that by their 
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srtiieet lad iiidtu>try, they wonld afsraviite the Ftcdo 
dent so much aipUnst the repuUkaos. as to separate 

him froin the body of the people. I told him what the 
suiuc cabals hud decided to do, if the President had re- 
fused hia assent to the bauk hill; also what Brockhunt 

LMafSton said to , that Hamlltoa's life was 

nutdi moce preckms to the commuiiity than the Presi- 
dent's. 

July 2 1st, 1793] At Dr. I.ogaii's today Genet told ns 

that Colonel Humiltoa had never in a single instance ad- 
dressed a letter to him as the Miniiiter of the rt^tMic of 
France, but alwavs as the Mini:»ter of France. 

jMly 23rd; 1793. A meeting at the Fkcstdent's of the 

three heads of departments and E- Randolph. 

Genet had told me about a fortnight ago that he had 
come here with instructions to let all bis contracts to 
the lomit bidder off snffideot ability, that he had been 
privatdy admonished however at the same time by 
some individuals who had been in America that, if he 
meant to succeed he must put his contracts into the 
hands of Robert Morris, &c., who were uU-powerlui 
in the government. That he paid little fqpud to this 
and pursuing vigcnoudy the plan of his Instructions he 
had failed, as I knew, meeting to every proposition for 
obtaining money, the decided oppositioa of the Secretary 
of tktt Tmamy, Knowing as 1 did how decidiidly the 
.Secretary of the Treasury had been against every, the 
smallest advance beyond what was actually exigible, 
and LVLii for a day, 1 was riftcntive to him. He con- 
tinued, that he bad now iouud out that if he would put 

the oontnct into the hands of Mr. Ilamitton's friends 
he eoidd get money. That he had already been in treaty 
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with Cunningham and Nesbit, had agreed with them 
cti temn mutttally aooeptable fhottgli not ts good ns io 

A tr cious pointed out in his insttuctkiis, 

tMt mtn* Mr. Hamilton had also agrted; 

thoagh it was not yet in writing. I could 
not Belp sajring "are you sure Colonel Hamilton to 
agreed. 1 thlnlc it Imposslfale." I am sore mys lie, 
and you shall see. Accordingly at this meeting Colonel 
Hamilton proposes to agree to pay the orders of Mr. 
Genet to the amount of the instalhuents of this year, 
that it today, to note at the ttcasiny thoee orden as 
|»ni»ented, and to say to the persons that such a sum will 
be paid at the day of the installment and he presented a 
letter ready cut and dry for the purpose. The President 
cane into it at once, on accomit of the dittreit of the 
refogees from St. Domingo, for whom Home of it was to 
tr u?pd Knox asked no other question than whether 
it was convenient to tht- treasury. I figrppd to it on my 
old ground, that I had no objection to an advance. E. 
Randolph alone «ras afraid, and ineisted the Secretary 
of the Treasury should preMBt a written paper to each 
holder of a bill letting them see that we would pay for 
the government oj France on such a day such a sum, so 
that if a counter-tevolution should take place between 
this and the day (to wit, some day in September and 

Another In Novrmbcr') in time to be known here, we 
should not be hr ki to pa\ to tlie hdldpr but to the new 
governnttrnt. iiamilton agreed to arrange this witii £. 
Randolpli which in private he will easily do. 

At this meeting (fi. Randolph being called away on 
business) I proposed an answer to Genet's letter of July 
9th on French property taken by the English in Ameri- 
can bottomi^ whidt was agreed to in toto. Alao an 
to hb letter of June 1^ ooveting protests of 
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consuls about Admiralty oourts anoting tbeir pijatf. 

To this it was thought some additions were iieccswry, 
and particularly Knox proposed some notice should be 
taken of the expressions towardi the Prtiideiit per* 
sonally. So it was refcxved to another day. The 
President mentioned that we must shortly determine 
what wa<? to he done with Mr. Genet, that in his o.rn 
opinion his whole correspondence should be sent to G. 
Hofiis with a tcmpoate but strong w prea e ntation of his 
conduct, drawing a dear line between him and his na- 
tion, expressinja; our friendship to the latter, but in- 
liisting on the recall of Genet, and in the meantime that 
we should desire him either to withdraw or cease his 
functions. Hamilton hereon made a hmg speech ex- 
horting the President to firmness, representing that we 
wfTC nnw in a crisis whereon the continuance of the 
government or it's overthrow by a laction depended, 
fliat we were still in time to give tiie tone to the publae 
mind by Uying the whda proceedings before them, and 
that this should be done in addition to what he had pro- 
posed: that as yet the great body of the people could be 
kept on tile right side by proper explanations, bnt Chat 
if we let the inoendiarieB go 00, they would soon have 
taken sides with them. Knox told some little stones 
to aggravate the President, to wit, that Mr. Kin^ had 
told him, that a lady had told turn, that she heard a 
gentleman say that the President was as great a tyiant 
as any of them, and that it would soon be time to diaaa 
him out of the city. That Mr St iijt': lately from New 
York had told him that the St. Tammany society now 
had meetings to the nmnher of 500 persons, and that 
Consul Hautefivtt af^ieared to be very intimate with 
them. The President also desired us to reflect on the 
question of calUqg Congress. 
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Hamilton and Knox told the President tliey had 
extorted from Beach • coofcfldon that Pueal (one of 
the secretaries of Genet) sent hhn the queriea inserted 
in his paper two or three days ago and to one of which 
the Visooimt NoaiUes gave the lie in the paper of today. 
He said Tahm had never been iMit twice to his home, 
which was to public dianeta, and that he had dined once 
with Talon, in n hrge company. 

NoU given io the President relative to GeneL 

Jvly 2ni&, 1708. Mr. Genet s declaration to the Pres- 
ident at his reception, that France did not wish to en- 
gage the United States in the present war by the clause 
of guarantee, but Idt her free to pnnue her own happl> 
neSB in peace, has been repeated to myielf bi coo ver- 
sa tin tl, and to others, and even In a pttbUc atttwer, ao as 

to place it beyond question. 

Some days after the reception of Mr. Genet (which 
was May 17th), I went to his house on bushiess. The 
Attorney General wtnt with me to pay his first visit. 
After he withdrew, Mr Genet told me Mr. Temant had 
delivered him my letter of May 15th on the four me- 
morials of Mr.IIammoBd. He said something first of the 
case of the CkangCi and then of the vessels armed at 
Charleston. He said that on his arrival there, he was sur- 
rounded STidderlv by Frenchmen full of zeal for their 
country, pressing for authority to arm with their own 
means, for its assistance: that they would fit out their 
own vessels, provide everything, man them, and only 
ask a conimi'^'^inn from bim; that he asked the opinion 
of Governor Moultrie on the subject, who said he knew 
no law to the contrary, but begged that whatever was to 
be done, mlf^t be dene without consulting him: that 
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he must know notUiig <rf it, &e.: tbat hereupon he geve 
coanniieion to the vcMds: that he wat of opjnkui that 

he was justified, not only by the opinions at Charleston, 
but by our treaties. I told him the President hit! taken 
full advice on the subject, hud very maturely considered 
it* and had come to the dediion expfeseed in my letter. 
He said he hoped the Erefident bad not so absolutely 
decided it, but that he would hear what was to be said 
against it. I told him 1 had no doubt but that the 
Piresident, out of respect to him and liia country, would 
receive wliatever he should liave to urge on the subject, 
and would consider it with candor. He said he would 
make it his business to write me a letter on the subject: 
that he thought the arming the prtvateers was justifi- 
able; but that if the President ibould finally decide 
othenrise (though lie could not thinlc it would be right), 
yet he must submit; for that assuredly his instruction* 
were to do whatever wouM be agreeable to us. He 
showed, mdccd, by his countenance, his manner, and 
wordi, that such an acquiescence would be with re- 
luctance; but I was and ain petsuadcd he then meant 
it. 

Mr. Genet called at my office on Tuesday sennight, or 
fortnight, (say July 16th or dth), but I think it was 
Ttaesday sennight, and know it was on a Tuesday be* 
cause he went frmn thence to the President's. He was 
summing up to me the strength of the French naval 
force now arrived. I took that occasion to observe to 
him,that having such great meuu in his hands, I thought 
he otight not to liesitate in abandoning to the orders of 
the government the little pickeioons which had been 
armed here iinau iliori/t d by fht'm, and which occasioned 
so much embarrassment und uneasiness: that certainly 
their good dispositions must be worth more than the 



1793 ANAS of THOMAS JEFFERSON. 163 



trifling services these little vessels couli render. He 
immediately declared* that having sudi a foioe In hit 
hands, he had abandoned every idea of further amia- 

tn^nt ?n our ports; that these small objects were now be- 
neath his notice, and he had accordingly written to the 
connili to «top everything ftirtlier of that Idnd ; but that 
a* to those whidi had been fitted out before, their honor 
would not permit them to give them up, btit he wished 
an oblivion of everything which had passed, and that 
in future the measure so disagreeable to the government 
ahoold not be fmnued, though he thought it cleariy 
Justifiable by the treaty. I told htm the government 
was of a different opinion : that both parties indepd had 
equal right to construe the treaty: that, consequently, 
he liad done his duty In remonstrating aggiost our con> 
alrttction, but that since the government remained 

fiiinllv persuaded of the solidity of its own cnn<:trtictinn, 
and had a right to act accordinplv within their own 
limits, it was now his duty, as a diplomatic man, to state 
the matter to his government, to ask and await their 
orders, and In the meantime to acquiesce, and by no 
means to proceed in opposition wi>hin our limits. 

It was at the same time, he informed me, that he had 
sent out the Uttk Democrat. July 20th, 17»3, to obtain 
intelligence of the state of tha coast, and whetlier It was 
safe for the fleet to pfocced round from Norfolk to New 
York. 

JfOy 2911b, 1708. At a meeting at the Ptesldent's on 
account df the British letter-of-marque, ship Jane, said 
to have put up waste boards, to have pierced two port 
holes, and mounted two cannon (which she brought In) 
<m new carriages which she did not bring in, and conse- 
quently having sixteen instead of fourteen guns 
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nouoted, it inu agreed that a fetter-of-maxqiuv or voh 
kI anne en giieiie and exi marchandisc, is not a priva- 
teer, and tlicrofore not to be ordered out of our ports. 
It was agreed by Uanulton, Knox and myself, that the 
caM of such a vessel does not depend on the treaties, but 
on the hiw of nationa. Sdmiind Randolph thought, ae • 
she had a mixed character of merchant vessel and pri- 
vateer, she might be- considered under the treaty; but 
this being overruled, the following paper was written; 
Rules proposed by Attorney Geneial: 

lat. That all equipments purely lor the accommo- 
dation of vends, as nierciiantnient» be admitted. Agned. 

2d. That all equipment^ doubtful in their nature, 
and applicable eqiiully to commerce or war, be admitted, 
as producing too many niinutia. Ai^reed. 

3d. I'hut all equipments, solely adapted to military 
objects, he prohibited. Agreed. 
Ruks proposed by the Secretary of the Treasury: 

1st. That the original arming and equipping of ves- 
sels for military service, offensive or defensive, in the 
ports of the United States, be considered as prohibited 
to all. Agreed. 

2d. That vesieb wliicfa were armed before their 
combtg into our ports, shall not be permitted to aug- 
ment these equipments in the ports of the United States, 
but may repair or replace any military equipments 
whkh they had when they began their voyage for the 
United States; that this however, shall be with the ex- 
ception of privateers of the parties opposed to France, 
who shall not refit or repair. Negatived — the Secretary 
of the Trcusury only holding the upuaun. 

8d. That for convenience, vessels armed and com- 
missioned before they come into our poets, may engage 
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their own citizensi not being inliAbltftiits of the United 
States. Agreed. 

I subjotned the follotKing: . 

I concur la tlie rales proposed by the Attorney Gen- 
eral, as far as respects materials or meant of annoyance 
furnishfd bv tts; and I should he for an additional rule, 
that as to means or materials brought into this country, 
and belonging to themselves, they are free to use them. 

(Knox agreed to the Attcmiey General in toto, con* 
seqiiently, fhey were established by the vote of three. 
Haniilt<^n proposed to put qtiestions on ^11 the proposi- 
tions separately, and he took the paper and put questions 
on the three of tfie Attorney General whidi were agreed. 
He going on with questions on his own propositions 
without asking tis distinctly, but by a sort of a look and 
a nod, and noting in the margin. I observed I did not 
ufldmtand tlmt opinion, that we had agreed to the 
Attorney Geneml's propositions; he said it was to take 
a qnf*?t!on on each distinrtly Knox observed that as 
we understood these rules to extend only to cases out of 
the treaty we had better express it. I agreed and pro- 
posed to add some such words as these, "excepting, 
always where the treaties shall have otherwise pro- 
vided." Hamilton broke loose at this and pretended it 
was meant they should go to all cases. AU of us bore 
testimony against tills and that he himself had riiown 
that tiie present rase was out of the treaties. He said 
he would rather specify the exceptions expressly, than 
leave them on the genet al terms I proposed; so it was 
agreed to take till tomorrow to examine the treaties and 
af«eify the exceptions if it eonM be done. While this 
was passing H. Randolph took the paper in his hand and 
read Hamilton's original vMrs as above, and seeing that 
he had written "agreed" opposite his own first proposi- 
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tkm, he obaorved to Kiiok to that I overheard ^dm 

that that had not been agreed, which was the truth. 
To h\s \\iird proposition we hnd all affreed in conversa- 
tion, but It bad not l>een agreed to add it to the rules. 
It ¥NM pretty evidestt from Haniiltoii'a wazmth, em- 
barrassment, eagerncm, that bt wanted to slip in •ome- 
thing which might cover cases we had not in contem- 
plation.)* A question then arose whether we should ex- 
pressly say that these articles were meant to extend to 
cases out of die tn!aty*^t was referred to the next day. 

July 30 7i. Met at my office. I proposed to add to 
the rules a proviso that they should not be understood 
to eoDtnvcnef M of right ihey could xiot, the {movMoiis 
of t he a rticle of our treaty with Fkasce, th e 

of that with the United Netherlands, or the 

of that with Russia. Before Hamilton and 
Knox came into the room E- Randolph declared 
himadf for a general reference, or a verhal quotation of 
the words of the treaties, and against all comments or 
substitution of new words. When thry arrived, Hamil- 
ton proposed a reference to the articles of the treaty by 
a description of the cases in shorter terms, which he pro- 
posed as equivalent to those of the treaty. B. Randolph 
said plumply and without one word of preface that he 
had been for a general reference to the treaties, but if the 
special descriptions would give more satisfaction, he 
would agree to it. So he and Hamilton drew their 
dial^ together and made up the form: but it was agreed 
to foe put off for more mature digestion. Tk, J. 

Aupttt 1st, Met at the President's, to consider what 
WM to be done with Ifr. Genet. All his correspondence 



1793 ANAS of THOMAS JEFFERSON. 157 



with me was read over. The following propn^ition*? were 
made: 1. That a full statement of Mr. Genet's con- 
dtict be made in a letter to G. Morris, and be sent with 
Ida correspondence, to be commnnfcated to the Exe- 
cutive Council of France ; the letter to be sn prep:ired, aa 
to serve for the form of communication to the Council. 
Agreed unanimously. 2. That in that letter iiis re- 
call be lequiKd. Agreed by all, fhonj^h I expreoed a 
preference of expicHing that desire with grcRt delicacy; 
the others werp for p<»remptory terms. .3. To send him 
off. This was proposed by Knox; but rejected by every 
odier. 4. To write a fetter to ICr. Cenet, aame 
in sufaabuice with that written to O. Morris, and let Idm 
know we had applied for his recall. I was against this, 
because 1 thought it would render him extrs^mely active 
in his pkns, and endanger confusion. But I was over- 
ruled by the other three gentfenien and the President. 
6. That a publication of the whole correspondence, and 
statement of the proceeding?!, should be midf by way of 
appeal to the people. Hamilton made a jury speech 
<^ three-quatten (tf an hour, as inflammatory and de- 
damatory as if he had been S|Ma1dng to a jnry. 

Randolph opposed ft. I chose to leave tbf COtttest be- 
tween them. Adjourned to next day. 

Awgut 2d. Met again. Hamttton spoke agahi three- 
qtnurtera of an h o u r I answered on these topics. Ohftct 
of the appeal. — The democratic society; this the great 
dreumstance of alarm; afraid it would extend its con- 
nections over the continent; chiefly meant for the local 
object of the ensuing deelion «i Governor. If left 

alone, would die away after that is over !f opposed, 
if prrscribed, would give it importance ;in(l vigor; would 
give it a new object, and multitudes would join it merely 
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to Mseit fhe right of vutyntary uMxktions. That the 

measure ms calailated to iiuke the President assume 
the station of the head of a party, instead of the head of 
the nation. Plan of the appeaL — To consist of facls and 
theilMWfiiiuof tbePretident. As to facts we are agreed; 
but as to decisioiiii, there have been gieet dilleiciices of 
opinion among us. Somctim(>s as many opinions as 
persons. This proves there wiU be ground to attack the 
decisions. Genet will appeal also; it will bcome a con- 
test between the Pre^dent and Goiet-— aaon>mous 
wtitcts^will be same dllierctice of opinion in ^Wc, as 
in otu- cabinet — will be same difference in Congrf^t, for 
it must be laid before them — would, therefore, work 
ver> unpleasantly al Jk^nit. How wonid it wwk •hroad ? 
^nee— unkind— after 6uch proofs of faer frienddup, 
should rely on thiit friendship, and her justice. Why 
appeal tn the world ^ I'rierHHy nations a!-.vays rego- 
tiatc iitUc ditleiences lu private. Never appciii lo the 
world, bttt when they afipeal to the swcwd. Confeder- 
acy of Pilnitz was to ovetthrow the government of 
France. Tlie interference of France to disturb other 
governments and excite insurrections, was a measure 
of reprisal. Yet these Princes have been able to wake 
it believed to be tite system of France. Cohmel Hamil- 
ton supposes Mr. Genet's proceedings here are in pur- 
suance of that svHtPTii ; rLTitl \v<- are k<5 to declare it to the 
world, and to add uur testimony to this base calumny 
of the Princes. What a triumph to them to be backed 
by our testimony. Wliat a fatal stroke at the cause 
of liberty; et tu Brute. We indispose the lacnch gov- 
ernment, and they will retract their offer of the treaty 
of commeitt. Tlie President manifestly inclined to the 
appeal to the people.* Knox, in a fooli^ incoherent 

• ■•Mid ckaii» taki«v a iii«ilr4teMriittli mmVbt¥fUt4ar 
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sort of a speech, introduced the pasquinade lately 
printed, called the funeral of George W — u,and James 
WjI'^ot, Kinj' and Judge, &c., where the President wa"? 
placed on a guillotine. The President was much in- 
flamed; got into one of those passions when he cannot 
comnHUid bhtnrlf ; ntn on mnch on the pAwiial thtm 
which had been bestowed on him; defied any man on 
earth to produce one single act of his since he had been 
in the government, which was not done on the purest 
notiva; tint he had sever repented but once the having 
topped the moment of resigning his ofHce, and that was 
every moment since; thnt by God he had rather he in 
fats grave than in his present situation; that he ha4 
rather be on his farm than to be made Emperor of th« 
nroHtf ; and yet thnt tliey were chnrgmg him with want- 
ing to be a King. That that rascal Frgfteau sent him 
. three of his papers every day, as tf hp thought he would 
become the distributor of his papers; that he could see 
in thfo, noddng bnt an impticlent d«rign to insolt hii|i. 
itr en led in this high tone. There was a pause. Some 

difficulty in rr^nminf^ our question; it wa^, however, 
after a httle while, presented again, and he said there 
seemed to be no necessity for deciding it now; the pro- 
positions before agreed on might be put into a train of 
execution, and perhaps events would show whether the 
appeal would be necesasry or not. He desired we would 
meet at my office the ne.xt day, to consider what should 
be done with the vesseb armed m oar ports by Ifr. Genet, 
and their prizes. 

i*c«l ianKlr. ■od of hi* owiiiic«or4, Into th« tntiject: ndvlied Ibi* appral. 
•Bd pronilMd. If Ihe rr<«td*nl mJoTrted If, thnt he would support It h!m»*lf 
•nd CDRairc for all h(» coonFc(ton>. The Prcnldeot rrpriited Ihln twlc<?, and 
with an liir of Inportaace. Mow Mr. MorrI* hM no lamll; coBoectioos: he 
cagaccd theti forhli palltlcal frietids. Thlt showallMAIkcrmMMthaa not 
eoMflOMoc cnoukh In (be Tlrtnc and (ood acnae of MntUa4« to coafldc In • 
SOf«BacatbottaacdoatbeB,u4UitiiksQaMrpv^MQHMi7. T.J. 
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August 3d, Hye met. The lulea facing now zeduced 

on one paper I considered ttiem, and not finding 
anything against the treaties as far as I could see, they 
were agreed to uad signed by us all. We proceeded to 
consider wluit should be done as to the French priva- 
teeis exiived in our ports, and their prizes taken since 
they were ordered away. Randolph recapitulated his old 
opinion. Hamilton proposed to suppress the privateers 
by military coercion and delivei' the prizes to their own- 
en. 1 {uropoied to requite from If r. Genet a ddivcry of 
the prizea to thdr owners, otherwise that,in conseqimwe 
of the assurances we had given the British Minister, we 
should be bound to pay for them and must take credit 
for ft with Plranee, and to inform him that wa mudd 
allow no further HSylum in our porta to the said priva- 
teers. (These were the Citoyen Genet, Sans Culottes, 
Vainqiieiir de la Bastille and Petite Deniocrate. The 
two last had been armed subsequent to the prohii>ition.) 
My proposition was agreed to with an addition that the 
governors should be notified that the privateen were 
no longer permitted to stay in our ports. 

The President wrote to take our opinion<i, whether 
Congress should be called. Knox pronounced at once 
aga^at it. Randolph was against it. Hamilton said 
his judgment was against it, but that if any two were 
for it, or against it, he v/oiild join them to make a ma- 
jority. I was for it. Wc agreed to give separate opin> 
ions to the President Knox said we should have had 
fine work, if Congress had been sitting these two last 
months. The fool thus let out the secret. Hamilton, 
endeavored to patch up the indiscretion of this blabber, 
by saying "he did not know, he rather thought they 
would have strengthened the executive arm." It b 
evident they do not wish to lengthen the session of the 
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ntxt Cimtrw, and probably they portkulArly #Uh it 
ihoald not meet ti!l Genet it fooe. At tlifo neetldt I 
received « letter from Mr. Remson, at New York, in- 

fcrming me of the event of the combat between the 
Ambuscade and the Boston. Knox broke out into the 
most unqiulified abuse of Captain Courtany. Hanultm 
ivlth kM fnryt iMt witli tlie deepeiit mntlM, loeM. 
him with censures. Both dl0«cd tlw fliott ttBequhoed 
mortification at the event. 

^iifiitl 9ik. Tkt Pteriteit eotMeon tvldi Wisndtw 

and Knox in notifying Mr. Hammond what we ptopose 
as to restitution of the prlzM made by the Citoyen Oeiiet, 
etc., or compensation, because says he, if yott liottfjr 
it to tbe party to irfKMi it HOI |ive dii|^lMW^ 1M 
Aodd do it to ttat ftiio wtddi iHll fed ittiaitetlott 

from it. 

He said he should have been for calling Congress him- 
self, but he found the other gentlemen wtte against it« 

August 9tk, 1793. The Presideat calls on me at my 
house in the country, and introduces my letter of July 
the 31st, announcing that I should resign at the close of 
tlie next notitlii He sgaitt cxptessed Ut lepetttBoee ftt 

not having resigned himself, and how much it waa in- 
creased by seeing that he was to be deserted by those 
on whose aid he had counted; that he did not know where 
be should look to find characters to fill up the offices; 
tilot mere ttkatt did not mdBoe for tfie deport oi ei i t of 
State, but it required a person conversant in forelgB 
affairs, perhaps acquainted with foreign cotjrts; that 
without this, the best talents would be awkward attd4t 
A fell. Be told iM tliat Coload HanHton liid ttmi 

Ob IOw wWn %f9 WnitHI W UB| tmoffBlllig BIBI %mU 
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private M vdl u fmblk xttMos liad lumiglit Mm to the 
detenmnation to retire, and tliat he lAould do it to- 

wards the close of the next session. He said he had 
often before intimated dispositions to rpsign, but never 
M decisively before i that he supposed he had hxed oo 
the latter part of next seaalonp to give aa opportunitjr 
to Congress to examine into his conduct ; that our going 
out at times 8o different, increased hh difficulty; for if 
he liad both places to fill at once, he might consult both 
the particular talents and geographical situation of uur 
tueecMon. He cxpnased great apindieiiBiiHis at the 
fermentation which seemed to be working in the mind 
of the public; that many descriptions of persons, actuated 
by different causes, appeared to be uniting; what it 
wotdd end in he ienew not; a new Congreat waa to aa- 
aenUe, more numcrotu, peihaps of a different spirit; the 
first expressions of their seiitituonts would be important; 
if I would only stay to the end of that, it would relieve 
him considerably. 

I e xp i e ased to him my eicceasive repugifance to ptthKe 
hfe, .tfie particular uneasiness of my situation in this 
place, where the laws of society oblige me always to move 
exactly in the circle which I know to bear me peculiar 
hatred; that is to say, the wealthy aristocrats, the mer- 
chanta conne ct ed cjoidy with Bbgland, the new created 
paper fortunes; that thus surrounded, my words were 
caught, multiplifd, misconstrued, and even fabri- 
cated and spread abroad to my injury; that he saw also, 
that there was audi an opposition of viewa hetween 
myself and another part of the administration, as to- 
render it peculiarly unpkasing, and to destroy the 
necessary harmony. Without knowint^ the views of 
what is called the republican party here, or having any 

coQununication with them, I ootdd andertafce to assure 
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him, from my iatimacy with that party in the late Con-: 
gress, that there was not a view in the republican party 
as tpmd ofwa the Uailed States, whidi went to the 
frame of the government; that I believed the next Con- 
gress would attempt nothing materia!, hut to rr-ndcr 
their own body independent; that that party were firm 
hi theta* dtepoaition to support the governmeiit; that the 
mancea'nes of Mr. Genet might produce some little em' 
barrassmcnt, but that he wouW be sibandoned by the 
republicans the moment they knew the nature of his 
ccmdiict; and on the whole, no criste existed wfaidi 
threatened anything. 

He said !ip hclicvcd the views of the republican party 
were perfectly pure, but when men put a machine into 
motion, it is impossible for them to stop it exactly where 
they would choose, or to say where it will stop. Tliat 
the constitution wc have is an excellent one, if we can 
keep It wtierr it is; that it was. indeed, supposed there 
was a party disposed to change it into a monarchical 
fom, but that he could conacientiously declare there 
was not a nan In the United States who would set his 
face more decidedly against it than himself. Here I 
interrupted him by saying, "No rational man in the 
United States suspects you of any other disp(»ition ; but 
there does not pass a wede, in which we cannot prove 
declaration? dropping from the monarchical party that 
our government is good for notTiIhg, is a niillc and water 
thing which cannot support itself, we must knock it 
down, and set np sometldnf of more energy/' He said 
if that was the case, he thottfl^t it a proof of their in- 
sanity, for that the reptiblican spirit of the Union was 
so manifest and so solid, that it was astonishing how any 
one cottid KKpedt to move it. 

Be retwned to the difficulty of naming my fnoeenor; 
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he laid Mr. Madison would b« bis first choice, but that 
be bad always expresaed to him tttch « dedaiom againtk 

public office, that be could not expect he would under- 
take it. Mr. Jay would prtfer his present office He 
said tbat Mr. Jay bad a great opinioa of the talents of 
Mr. King; that there was also Mr. Smith of South Caro* 
Una, and B. Rutledge; but he obaerved, tbat name 
whom be would, some objeetkoa would be nuulej aome 
would be called speculators, some one thing, some an- 
other; and he asked me to mention any characters oc- 
enrrisf to me I aaked him if Oovemor Jobnaoa of 
UuylaBd bad occurred to him? He laid be had; tliat 
he was a man of great good sense, an honest man, and he 
b€lie%'ed, clear of speculations; but this, says he, is an 
instance oi what i was observing; with ail tht-sc quali- 
ficatiooa, Goremor Joboaon, horn a want of familiarity 
with foffdgn aAdfS, would be in them like a fish out of 
water ; everything would be new to him, and he awkward 
in everything. I confessed to hiin tliat I bad considered 
Johnson rather aa fit for the Treasury Department. 
Yei^ mya he, for diat he would be the fitteat appofait- 
ment that could be made ; he is a man acquainted with 
figures, and having as good a knowledge of the resources 
of this country as any man. J asked him if Chancellor 
liviafitoo had oeeurred to hunf He aaid yes; but be 
waa from New York, and to appoint him while Hamilton 
was in, and before it should be known he was going out, 
would ext ile a newspaper conflagration, as the ultimate 
arrangement would not be known. He said McLurg 
bad ooeurred to him aa a man of fiist-nte abiUtiea, but 
it is said that he is a speculator. He asked me what sort 
of ii man Wolcott was. I told him I knew nothing of 
him myself; I had heard him characterized as a cunning 
man. I aaked him whether some person cotdd not take 
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my office par interim, till he should make an appoint- 
rnpnt? Mr. Rando'pti, for instance. Yes, says he, 
but there you would raise the expectation of keeping it, 
and I do not know that he is fit for it, nor what is thought 
of Mr. Randolph. I avoided notlctof tiie last obaenna- 
tion, and he put the question to me directly. I then 
told hitn, I went into society so little as to be unable to 
answer it : I knew that the embarrassments in his private 
affairs liad obliged him to use expedlenta. wUdi had 
injured him with the mcrdiant? and shop-keepers, and 
affected his cliaracter of inrfependencp ; that these em- 
barrassments were serious, und not likely to cease soon. 
He add If I would only stay in till the end o( another 
quarter <tte last of December) It would get us through 
the difficulties of this year, and he was satisfied that the 
affairs of Europe would be settled with this campaign; 
for that either France would be overwhelmed by it, or 
tlie confederacy woidd give up the contest By that 
time, too, Congress will have manifested its character 
and view. I told him that I had set my private 
affairs in motion in a line which had powerfully called 
tor my presence the last spring, and that tiiey had 
suffered immensely from my not going home; that 

I had now rrtlculatcd thrm to my return in the fnll, and 
to fail in going then, would be the loss nl another 3'ear 
and prejudicial beyond meastuv. I asked him whether 
he could not name Oovemor Johnson to my olBee, under 
an express arrangement that at the dose of the sesstott 
he should take that of the Treasury He said that men 
never chose to descend ; that being once in a higher de- 
partment, he would not like to go into a tower one. He 
asked me whether I could not arrange my affairs by 
going home I (old him \ did not ih\n]< the public busi- 
ness would admit of it; tiiat there never was a day now 
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in which the absence of t!)c Secretary of State would not 
be inconvenient to the public. And he concluded by 
desiring that I would take two or three days to consider 
whether 1 could not stay in till the end of another quar- 
ter, for that like a man going to the gallowi, he was 
willing to put it off as long as he could; but if I per- 
sisted, he must then looV about him and nnikeuphis 
mind to do the best he could; and so he took leave. 

Augiut 20th. We met at the President's to examine 
by paragraphs the draught of a letter I had prepared 
to Gouvemeur Morris on the conduct of Mr. Gt^net. There 
was no difference of opinion on any part of it, except on 
this exprefsion,'*An attempt to embnul both,to add still 
an ot her nation to the enemies of his c >■ ntry, and to draw 
f n both a reproach which it is IiOfXid will never stain the 
history of either, ttiat of Uberty wnrring on herself." 
Hamilton moved to striice out these words« "that of 
liberty waning on heiaelf/* He urged generally that 
it would give offence to the combined powers; that it 
amounted to a declaration that Ihcy were warring on 
hberty; that we were not called on to declare that the 
cause of Fiance was that of liberty; that he had at first 
been with them with all his heart, but that he had long 
since left them, and was not for encouraging the idra 
here, that the cause of Fnince was tlie cause of libeit) hi 
general, or could have either connection or influence lu 
our affairs. Knox, according to custom, jumped plump 
into all his opinions. The President, with a good deal 
of posttiveness, declared in favor of the expression; that 
be considered the pursuit of France to be that of liberty, 
however they might sometimes &I1 of the best means of 
obteining it ; that he had never at any time entertained a 
doubt of their tdtimate succesi^ if they bung w^ togetiier; 
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and Uuit m to their dis^nsbns, there were such coAi 
tradktory accounts given, thnt one could trl! vAmt 
to believe. I observed that it had been supposed among 
US all along that the present letter might become pub- 
lic; that we had therefore liiree partks to attend to,— 
1st, France; 2d, her enemies; 3d, the people of the United 
States: that as to the enemies of France, it ought not to 
offend them, because the passage objected to, only spoke 
of an attempt to make the United States, a /r<« natM^, 
war OB France, a free nation, which wolild be liberty war- 
ring against liberty; that s'^ to France, wp wpi-p talctn^ so 
harsh a measure (desiring her to recall her minuter) that 
a precedent for it conld scarody be fowld; that we knew 
that ninitter would represent to hb govemmelit that 
our execttti\*e was hostile to liberty, leaning to mnnntrhy, 
and wnttid endeavor to parry the charges on himself, by 
rendering suspicions the source from which they flowed; 
that, therefore, it was essential to satisfy Prance, not 
only of ow friendship to her, but our attachment to the 
general cause of liberty, and to hers in prirticular; that 
as to the people of the United States, we know there were 
suspiciona abroad that the executive, in some of its 
tMtta, %vas tainted with a hankering aftel* monarchy, 
an indisposition towards liberty, and towards the French 
Cduse; and that it was important, by an explicit declara- 
tion, to remove these suspicions, and restore the coa> 
fidence <tf the people in their government Randolph 
opposed the passage on nearly the same ground with 
Hamilton. He added, th:\t he thoiip:ht it had been 
agreed tliat this correspondeace should contam no ex- 
pressions whidi could give offence to either party. I 
repHed that it had been my opinion in the beginning of 
the correspondence, that white we were cen^urinf;; the 
conduct of the French minister, we should make the 
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most cordial deduatkms of fricndaliip to them; that in 
the first letter or two of the correspondence, I had in- 
serted expressions of that kind, but that himself and the 
other two geutiemen had struck them out; that I there- 
upon conformed to their opinions in my i.iibitqLLeQt let- 
ters, aad had carefully avoided the insertion oi a single 

tcnn of fiicnddiip to the Finendi mtlon, and the kttas 
iicte M dry and hndcy m if written between the fenenls 

of two enemy nations; that on the present occasion, 
however, it hiid been agreed that such expressions ought 
to he inserted in the letter now under consideration, and 
I had accordingly charged it pretty well with them; that 
I had further thought it essential to satisfy tfie VxtuA 
and our own dtizens of the ligh^ in which we viewed 
tbtir cause, and of cur fellow feeling for the general 
cause oi liberty, and had ventured only lour words on the 
aobject; that there waa not iRMn b^hudn^ to end of 
the letter one other expression or word in favor of llbcrtyt 
and I should think it singular at least, if theiing^paanfe 
of that character should be struck out. 

The ftoidiait afain apol». Be came hito the Idea 
that attention waa due to the two parties who had hccn 
mentioned, France and the United States; that as to 
the former, thinking it certain their affairs would i^sue 
in a government of some sort — of a>nsiderable freedom 
—it was the only nation with whom our telatioas could 
be counted on ; that as to the United States, there coidd 
be no doubt of their universal attachment to the catise 
of France, and of the solidity of* their republicanism. 
Ha dadaied hia ftfoaf attachment to the ez|wcNion» hat 
fioaUy kft it to us to accommodate. It waa atrucik out, 

of course, and the expres^^ions of affeetion in Uie COB" 
^^t were a ^ood deal taken down. 
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August 23d, 1703. In consequence of my note of yes- 
terday to the PresideBt, a meeting was c^ed this day 
At hit house to determiiie wliat should be dooe with Uie 
pdOpoeltioit of Prance to tieat. The importance of the 
natter was admitted ; and being of 50 old a date as May 
22d, we might be accused of neglecting the interests of 
the United States, to have left it so long unanswered, 
und it cottfal oot lie doubled Mr. Oenet wotdd •▼dl him- 
self of this inattention. The President declared it had 
not been innttentfon, that it had been the subject of 
conversation often at our meetings, and the delay had 
jyr o ceeded horn the ditteulty of tiie thing. 

If the struggles of France should end in theolddet- 
potisffl, the formation of suth a treaty with the pres»*nt 
government would be a matter of offence; if it should 
t&d in any Icind of free government, he should be very 
fuiwUlfaig. by taattentiou to their udvuiicca, 16 0^ 
offence, And lose the opportunity of procuring term* 
So advantag^eous to our country. He was, therefore, 
for writing to Mr. Morris to get the powers of Mr. Genet 
tettewcd to hit raooessof* (As he liud expfessed fhft 
opinion to mt the altetttoon before, I had prepared the 
draught of a letter accord ingly ) But how to explain 
the deUy? The Secretary of the Treasury observed on 
the letter of the National Convention, that as it did not 
Seem to requite an answer, and the nuktlets it contained 
would occasion embarrassment if answered, he should 
be against answering it; that he should be for wnting to 
Mr. Morris, mentioning our readiness to treat with them, 
and suggestinf a rraewnl of Mr. Genets powers to Us 
successor, but not in as strong terms as I had done in my 
draught of the letter— not as n thing anxiously wished 
for by us, lest It should suggest to them the a&king a 
price; and he ms for iny wtithig to Mr. Oenet Mv, itt 
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answer to his letter of May 22d, referring to the meeting 
of the Senate the entering on the treaty. Knox con- 
cttned with Uin, the Attorney Gcaenl abo,— except 
tiiftt Im ifM ai^lfaist iiig(esting the renewal of Mr. Genet's 
powers, because that would amount to a declaration 
that we would treat with that govemment, would com- 
mit us to lay the subject before the Senate, and his 
principle bad ever been to do no act, not unavddably 
necessary, which, in Uw event of a counter revolution, 
might offend the future govfming^ powers of thfit coun- 
try. I stated to them that having observed from our 
oonveraaticitt tlut the propoaitionfl to treat miglit not 
be acceded to immediately, I had endeavored to prepare 
Mr. Genet for it, by taking occasion in conversations 
to apprize him of the control over treaties which our 
constitutioQ had given to the Senate; tliat though this 
was indirectly done, (because not having been authorised 
to say anything official on the subject, I did not ven* 
ture to commit myself directly,) yet, on some subsequent 
conversation, i found it had struck him exactly as I 
had wished; for, speaking on some other matter, he 
mentioned Incidentally his propositions to treat, and 
said, however, as I know now that you cannot take up 
that subject till the meeting of the Senate, I shall say 
no more about it now, and so proceeded with his other 
subject, whidi I do not now reeoUect. I said I thougbt 
it possible by recalling the substance of these C(mver> 
sat ions to Mr. Genet, in a letter to be written now, I 
might add that the Executive had at length come to a 
conclusion, that on account of the importance of the 
nntter, they would await the meeting of the Senate j 
bat I pressed strongly the urging Mr. Morris to procure 
a'renewal of Genet's powers, that we might not lose the 
chance of obtaining so advantageous a treaty. Edmund 
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Ruidolpli hmA argued agunst our acceding to it, be- 
cause it was too advantageous; %o much 50 thr^t they 
would certainly break it, and it might become the cause 
of war. I answered that it would be easy, in the course 
of the negotfatioHt to cure it of it's inequality by givinf 
some compensation; but I liad no fear of their revoking 
it, that the islanders themselves were too much inter- 
ested in the concessions ever to suffer them to be re- 
voked; that the best thinkers In Fnincehad loagbeen of 
opinion that it \vould be for the interest of the mother 
country to let the colonies obtain ?t(b<;i'^tence wherever 
they could cheapest; that I was confident the present 
struggles in France would end in a free govenunent of 
some sort, and that such a govemment wotdd consider 
itself as j:rnwing- oT;t nf thr present one, and rr'^pf-rt: its 
treaties. Thv President recurred to the awk vardiuss 
of writing a letter now to Mr. Genet, in answer to his of 
May 22d; that it would certainly be constmed as merdy 
done with a design of exculpation of ourselves, and he 
would thence inculpate us. The more we reflected on 
thi«, the more the justice of this observation struck us. 
Hamilton and mysdf came into it— Knox st01 for the 
letter — ftandolpih half for it, half against it, according 
to custom. 

It was at length agreed I should state the -substance 
of my verbal observations to Mr. Genet, in a letter to 
Mr. Monis, and let them be considered as the answer 
intended; for being from the ?>ecretarv of State, they 
might be considered ofhcial, though not in writini^ 

It is evident that taking tins ground for their future 
lustificatkm to France^and to the United States, they 
were setnrfUe they had censurably neglected these over- 
tures of treaty ; for not only what I had said to ^f r Genet 
was without authority from them, but was never com- 
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municatcd to them till this day. To rest tlie justifica- 
tion of delay on answers given, it is true in time; but of 
which they bad no knowledge till now, is an ostensible 
juttUteiktkm only. 

September 4th, 1793. At a meeting held some days 
ago, some letters from the Governor of Georgia were 
read, in wbkh a coosultation of officers, and a consider- 
nbk expedition a^intt the CnelM ma proposed. We 
ipere ell of o|iitiioii lo Mch expedition eliould be under- 
taken. My reasons were that such a war might bring 
oo a Spanish, and even an EngUiih wiir; that for this 
iCMon fbe aggressiou of the Cradd had been laid be- 
foi* the iMt Coogiese, nod they had not i^oien to de- 
clare war, that therefore the Executive should not take 
on itself to do it ; and that according to the opinions of 
Pickens and Blount, it was too late in the season. 

I tiiought, however, that a temperate and conciliatory 
letter should be written to the Governor, in order that 
we might retain the disposition of the people of the State 
to assist in an expedition when undertaken. The other 
gentlemen thought a strong letter of disapprobation 
should be written. Such a one was this day prodnoed, 
itRmg iind reprebcndatwy enou|^ In which I thought 
were visible the personal enmities of Knox and Hamil- 
ton, against Telfair, Gun, and Jackson — the two last 
havii^ been of tiie council of offioeiB. The letter passed 
without objection, being of the complexion beiore de- 
termined. 

Wayne's letter was read, proposing that six hundred 
miUtia should set out Irom Fort Pitt to attack certain 
Miami towns, while be mardhed against the principal 
tovms. The President disapproved it, because of the 
dificnlty of <!p«ce r ted movements at six hundred miles 
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distance; because these six. hundred men might, and 
probably woidd have tlie wliole force of the Ib^mis to 
contend with; and because the object was ftot worth 
the risking such a number of men. Wf all concunrd. 
It appeared to me, further, that to begin an expedition 
fnMB Port Pitt, the very fint order for whidi It to he 
given now, when we he.ve teuon to believe Wayne od- 

vnnrprf as far as Fort lefFersnn, wotild be either too 
late for his movenscnt'i, or would retard them very in- 
juriously. NoU. — The letters from the Commissioners 
were now teed, attnotuidng the refttsal of the Indlant to 
treat, nnleis the Ohio were nnde I3at bonndntj* and that 
they were on their return 

A letter from Governor Clinton read, informing of his 
faedflf a warnnt to arnat Oovenior Galfaoitd* at the 
request of the PTench Consul, and that he was led to 
interfere because the judge of the district lived at Al- 
bany. It was proposed to write to the judge of the dis- 
trict, that the place of his residence was not adapted 
to his diitiet; and to Ofaiton, tliat Oalbaad wai not 
liable to arrest. Hamilton said, that by the laws of New 
York, the Governor has the powen? of a justice of 
peace, and had issued the warrant as such. 

I was against writing letters to judiekry ofieen. I 
thought them independent of the Executive, not sub- 
ject to its coercion, attd, therefc^, not obliged to attend 
to its admonitions. 

The other three were for writing the letters. They 
thooifht it the duty of the President to see that tha laws 
were executed; and If he found a failure in so important 
an officer, to eMnmunicatr it to the legishitnre for ini* > 
peadiment. * 

Bdninnd Randolph nndertooh to write'^tiM IsttetSi 
andlamtosigntlieinasif tnine. The Frarfdent bioiight 



174 ANAS 9f TOHMAS JEFFERSON, 17W 



forward the subject of the ports, and thought a new 
demand of answer should be made to Mr. Hammond. 
As we liftd not Ur. Kimmond's last answer (of June 
20lh) on that subject, agreed to let it lie over to Monday. 

Hatailton proposed that on Monday we should take 
into consideration the fortification of the rivers aud ports 
of the United States, aud tliat tliough the Executive 
coiiM not undertake to do it, |ir^axBtory Mffve]ni i^K^ 
be made to be laid before CmigresSt to be coosidend on 
Monday. 

The letters to Genet covering a copy of mine to Gov. 

Mbnrii of to tbe Fkendi consuls, threatening the 

fcvocatioa of their Bxequatuis— to Mr. Finckney on the 

additional instructions of Great Britain to their navy 
for shipping our com, flour, &c , and to Gov. Morris on 
the similar order of the Freuch National Assembly, are 
to be ready on Monday. 

My letter to Mr. Hammond, in answer to his of August 
30th, was read and approved Hamilton wished not 
to narrow the ground of compensation so much as to 
cases after August 7th. Knox joined him, aud by sev- 
eral oiieervations showed he did not know what the 
question was. He could not comprehend that the letter 

of August 7th, which promised compensation (because 
we had not used all the means in our po«vcr for restrict 
ing), wmild not be contradicted by a lefiiiBl to com* 
pensate In cases after August 7th, where we ^uld 

naturally use all the means in our power for restriction, 
aud these means should be inyuPfii ient The letter was 
agreed to on Mr. Randolph's upiuion and nuue; Ham- 
ilton acquieseing, Knox opposing. \ 



November S(h, 1793 At a conference at the Presi- 
dent's where I read several letters of Mr. Genet, on 
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finishing one of them, I asked what should be the answet? 
The Ptcrideat thcmipoii took oecaaioti to otMcrve, that 

Mr. Genet's conduct continued to be of so extraordinary 
a nature, that he meant to propose to our serious con- 
sideration, whether he should not have his functions dis- 
oontbtued, and be ordeied away?J,He west IcngUiity 
into observations on his conduct, to raise against tlie 
executive, 1, the'people; 2, t!ie*State governments; 3, 
the (ingress. He showed he felt the venom of Genet's 
pen, but dedared he woiild not choose tu» hisdenoe 
should be fcgatded any further tiian as might be thou^t 
to affect the honor^of the country.*-^ Hamilton and Knox 
readilv and zealously argued for dismis'^inf; Mr. Genet. 
Randolph opposed it witii firmness, and pretty lengthily. 
The President rqiUed to^him lengthily, aikl condnded 
by saying he did not wish to have the thing hastily de- ' 
cided, but that we should consider of it, and give OUT ' 
opinions on his return from Reading and Lancaster. 

Accordingly, Nowmhtir IBth, we nnt at his house, 
read new volumes of Genet's letters, received since the 
President's departure; then took up the discussion of 
the subjects of communication to Congress. 1. The 
Proclamation. £. Randolph read the statement he had ^ 
pti^liared. Hamilton did not like it; said mudi about hb 
own views; that the President had a right to declare his 
opinion to our citizens and foreign nations ; that it was 
not the interest of this country to join in the war, and 
tint we were under no obligation to join in it; that ' 
though the declaration would not legally bind Congress, 
y<>t the President had a right to give his opinion of it, ' 
and he was against any explanation in the speech, which 
should yield; that he did not intend that foreign nations 
dionld consider it as a dedaration of neutfality» future 
as wdl as present; that he understood it as meant to 
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to wy otficrwbe now, would be • d^oqitioa on them. • 
He mt for Hit Py«id«it't miag such eaeprcedoaa, «• 

ihotdd neither affirm hit lig^t to make such a declara- 
tion to foreign nations^ nor yield it. Randolph and 
myself opposed the right of the .President to declare any- 
thing future on the question, shall there or shall there 
not be war, and that no such thing was intended; that 
Hondlton't eonitnietioii of the effect of the proeleaui> 
tion, would have been e determination of the question 
of the gitoran/ee, which we both dtnied to have inUuided, 
and I had at the time declared the executive inconipe 
tent to. Randolph said he meant that foreign nations 
•faouM uadenteiid it at to tntimeHmi of thie Freaidciit*! 
opinion that neutrality would be our interest. I de> 
clared my meaning to have been, that foreign nations 
ihoukl understand no such things that on the coatraryf 
I would have dioecB them to be doobtftal, aad to eome 
and bid for our neutrality. I admitted the ftetideiit 
having received the nation at the close of Congress in a 
state of peace, was hound to preserve them in that state 
till Congress should meet again, and might proclaim 
aaythioff which went no lartlicr. The Fteaideiit de* 
clared he never had aa idea tiiat he could bind Congress 
against declaring war, or that anything contained in his 
proclamation could look beyond the hrst day of their 
meeting. His main view was to keep our people in peace ; 
he apoloined for the use of tiie term oeutiaUty in hb 
answen^ and justified it, by having submitted the first 
of them (that to the merchants, wherein it was used) to 
our con^deration, and we had not objected to the term. 
He oon ch i de d in the end, that Cokmd Hamilton Should 
pr^ase a paagraph on thit robject for the epcech, and 
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it should then be couaidend. We wete faeie called to 

dinner 

After dinner, the renvoi of Genet was proposed by 
himself. 1 opposed it on these topics. Prance, the 
only natfam on eerth sincerely our friend. The measuie . 
•0 liersh a one, that no precedent is produced where It 
has not been followed by war. Our messenger !ia<? now 
betn gone eighty-four days; consequently, we may 
lioarly expect the tetttni, and to be rdleved by their 
revocation of him. Were It noir resolved on, it would 
be eight nr trn clays before the matter on svhfrh fhr order 
should be founded, could be selected, arranged, di.s- 
cussed, and forwarded. This would bring us within 
four or five days of the meetiac of Congresa. Would It 
not be better to wait and see how the pulse of that body, 
new as it is, would beat. They are with us now, prob- 
ably, but such a step as this may carry many over to 
Cenet's side. Genet will not obey the order, &c., ftc> 
The Frrstdent asked me what I would do if Genet sent 
the arcTi"^itii n to tn he romnuiniritcd to Congress, 
as he tlirratciicd in the letter to Moultrie' I said I 
would not send it to Congress; but cither put it iu the 
newspapers, or send It back to him to be pubUdied if he 
pleased. Other questions and answers were put and 
returned 'n n qnicker altercation than I ever before saw 
the President use. Hamilton was for the renvoi; spoke 
much of the dignity of tiie nation; that they were now 
to form their diaraeter; that our conduct now would 
tempt or other foreign ministers from treathif ns 
in the same (Tiantier; touched on the President's per<?onal 
feelings ; did not believe France would make it a cause of 
war; tf she did we ought to do whet was rfght,and meet 
the consequence^ &c. Knox on the same «ide, and said 
he thought it very posdble Mr. Genet would either de- 
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due us ft departniciit of Prance, or levy troops here and 

endeavor to reduce us to obedience Randolph of niy 
opinion, and arg^ued chiefly on the resurrection of popu- 
larity to Genet, wliich might be produced by this weas* 
> ttK. Tliftt at |if«aeiit he was dcftd in tbe |Nd>lfe ofrfnioii, 
if «• wooid but iMve him M. The President lameated 
there was not unanimity among us; that as it was, we 
had left him exactly where we found him; and ao it 
ended. 

November 15th, 1793. E. Randolph tells me, that 
Hamilton, in conversation with liim yesterday, said, 
"Sir, if all the people in America were now assembled, 
and to oall on me to aay whether I am a friend to tlK 
French revohttion, I would dedave that / Aaw il tii 

November 2Ut. We luet at the President's. The 
sianner of eaqthnninf to Cnngiess the intentiona of the 

proclamation, waa the matter of debate. Bmndolph 
produced his way of stating it. This expressed iti 
ykws to have been, 1, to keep our citizens quiet; 2, to 
kitimate to foreign nations that it was the President's 
opinion, diat the intereats and dispontiona of thto ooim* 
try were for peace. Hamilton produced his statement, 
in which he declared his intention to be, to say nothing 
which could be laid hold of for any pupose; to Iciive the 
prodamatloa to exptoin itadf. He entered pretty fully 
into all the argumentation of Paciiicus; he justified the 
right of the President to declare his opinion for a future 
neutrality, and that there existed no circumstances to 
oblige the United States to enter into the war on account 
of the ipiarantee; and tiuit in agreeing to the prodama- 
tioo» he meant it to be understood as convejrinf both 
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those dedantUoot; vb, neutnility, and that the CMUt 

fcederis on the gTiarantrc rIM rot exist Notwit^istand- 
ing these declarations of the President, he admitted 
the Congress might declare war. in like tuanner, they 
night <!ecltn mr in ttut lace of a treaty* aad is direct 
infraction of it. Among other podtioiis laid down by 
him, this was with great positivenes>», that the consti- 
tution having given power to the President and Senate 
to atakie teeatin, they might nnke a treaty of netitrality 
which should take from Congresii the right to declare 
war in t!iptt particular case, and that under the form o 
a treaty they might exercise any powers whatever, even 
those exclusively given by the constitution to the House 
of Reprcaentativca. Ra]idol|>h oppoaed thia poaitiott, 
and seemed to think that where they undertook to do 
acts by treaty, (as to settle a tariff of duties,) which were 
exclusively given to the Legislature, that an act of the 
Legiiiatmie would be necetaary to ronfirm tliem, aa 
ta^pens in England, when a treaty interferes with duties 
established by law. I insisted that in giving to fhe 
President and Senate a power to make treaties, the con- 
stitution meant only to authorize them to carry into 
efiieet, by way of treaty, any powera they n^ht con- 
stitutionally exercise. I Was sensible of the weak points 
in this po^jtion, but there were still weaker in the other 
hypothesis; and ii it be impossible to discover a rational 
mearare of authority to have been given by thli danae, 
I would rather suppose that the cases wliich my hy- 
pothesis would Ie.?ve tmprnvidpd, were not tbnti;j;ht nf by 
the Convention, or if thonj;}it of, could not be agreed 
on, or were thought on and deemed unnecessary to be in- 
■vcaled In the government. Of this hat description, were 
treaties of neutrality, treaties offensive and defensive, 
ftc. In every event. I would rather construe to oar* 
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rowly AS to oblige the nation to amend, and thus declare 
uliat powen they would sgnee ti> yield, tliaa too broadly, 
■nd indeed, to broadly as to enable the executive and 

Senate to dt. things which the constitution forbids. On 
the qnestioTi, which form of explaining the principles 
01 the proclamation should be adopted, I declared for 
Randolpb's, tlumgb it gave to that inatruiiient more 
objects than I had contemplated. Knox declared for 
Hainilton's. Tlie President said he had had but one 
object, the keeping our people quiet tiU Congress should 
meet; that nevcrthdcas, to dedare he did not mean a 
dedaiatioit of neutiality, in the tedinkal ieme of tba 
l^hrase, might perhaps be crying peccavi before he was 
charged. However, he did not decide betweea the two 
draughts. 

Noveptber 2Zd. At the President's. Present, Knox. 
Randolph, and Th ^Jefferson Subject, the heads of the 
Speech. Cne was, a proposition to Congress to fortify 
the principal harbors. I opposed the expediency of the 
Gcnerel Govmnaant't mutertaUiif it, and the expedi- 
ency of the Preddcat's proposing it. It was funcaded 
by substituting a proposition to adopt means for en- 
forcing respect to the jurisdiction of the United States 
witUn Its watcflB. It vras proposed to recommend tlie 
cstablnhiiiMtt of a military academy. I objected that 
none of the specified powers given by the constitution 
to Congress, would authorise this. It was, therefore, 
referred for further consideration and inquiry. Knox 
was for both propositioiis. Randolpli against the fir- 
mer, but said nothing as to the latter, l^e President 
acknowledged he had doubted of the expediency of under- 
taking the former; and as to the latter, though it would 
tie a good thing, he did not wisli to bring oo anything 
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which might generate heat and ill humor. It was agreed 
tliat Randolph should draw the speech and the mtiaifM 

« 

m 

November 2Sih. We met at the President's. 

I read over a list of the papers copying, to be com- 
municated to Congress on the subject of Mr. Genet. It 
fRM agreed tbat Genet's ktter of Angtiet IStli to tlw 
President, mine of August 16th, and Genet's of Noveniber 
to myself and the Attorney General, desiring a prosecu- 
tion of Jay and King should not be sent to the kgisla- 
ttite: on a general opinion, that the ^Usenarioa of the fsrt 
certified by Jay and King had better be lelt to the 
chanripl nf the np-^'^^paper?, snd in thf. private hiinds 
in which it now is, than for the Prcsidriit to mt::ddle 
in it, or give room to a discussion of it in Congress. 

U. RandoliA had prepared a draught of the stNsech. 
The clause reconttnelndlfaig fortifications was left oat; but 
that for a military academy was Inserted. T opposed 
it, as unauthorized by the constitution. Hamilton and 
Knox approved It without discussion. Randolph was 
for it, saying that the words of the constittttioii author- 
ising Congress to lay taxes, &c., for the common defence, 
tnip^ht comprehend It. The Pre5ident said he would 
not choose to recommend anything against the consti- 
ttttiott, bnt if it was douh^tit, he was so impressed with 
the neocMity of this measure, that he would refer it to 

Coni^ess, and let thrm drride for thenr^flvf-s whether 
the constitution niithorized it or not It was, therefore 
left in. I was happy to see that Randolph had, by acci- 
dent, used the exptesdon '*our republic," in the qieech. 
The President, however, made no objection to it, and so, 
as much as it h^d disconcerted him on n former occasion 
with me, it was now put into his own mouth to be pro- 
nounced to the two Hottses of legislature. 
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No material alterations were propoaed or made in any 

part of the draught. 

After dinner, I produced the draught of messages on 
he subject of France and England, proposing that Uwt 
relative to Spain should be subsequent and secret. 

Hamilton objected to tlie diaught i» tola; said that 
the contrast drawn between the conduct of France and 
England amounted to a declaration of war He denied 
that France had ever done us favors; that it was mean 
for a nation to adoiowlcdge favors; that tlie dispontMms 
of the people of tliis oomitry towards Blcanoep be con- 
sidered as a serious oilamity; that the executive ought 
not, by an echo of this language, to nourish that dispo- 
sition in the people; that the offers in commerce made 
ni by France wck tbe offspring of the moment, of dr- 
Cttmstancet whidi would not last, and it was wnmg to 
receive as permanent, things merely temporary; that he 
could demonstrate that Great Britain showed us more 
favors than France. In complaisance to him I whittled 
down the eaqwemiont without opposition ; stnidc out thai 
of *'iivcct aneieat and recent" hom France; softened 
some terms, and omitted some sentiments respecting 
Great Britain, lie 6tili was against the whole, but in- 
sisted that, at any rate, it should be a secret communis 
cation, because the matfen it stated weie still depend- 
ing. These were, 1, the jnexecution of the treaty; 2, the 
restraining our corn commerce to their own ports and 
those of their incnds. Knox jouicd Hamilton in every- 
tfiinf. Randolph was for the communications; tiiat 
the documents respecting the 1st should be given in as 
public; but that those respecting the 2nd should not be 
given to the legislature at all, but kept secret. I be- 
gan to tremble now for the whole, lest all should be kept 
secftt. I itffedp especially, the duty now incumbent on 
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the President, to lay before the legiabture and the public 
what had paned <m tite fa aw c u tion of die treaty, since 
Ifr. HainiBoiid's «as«er of tliii month ndg^t be 

sidrrcd a? thr la-^t wc ^hnnM pvpt have; that, therefore, 
it could no longer be considered as a negntinf ion pend- 
ing. I urged that the documents respecting the stopping 
our oorn ougtit also to fo, but inaiated that if it Aoidd 
be ttiought better to withhold them, the restrictlmta 
should not go to those respecting the treaty ; that neither 
of these subjects was more in the state ol pendtiuy than 
the fecad of Mr. G^iet« on wlddi, iiev«rtheleM» lio 
scruples had been expressed The Fkmndeot took up 
the snhjf'ct wilh morr vplipmrnrr tfinn I hnx^r scph \\\m 
slum-, and dcciflcd without reserve, tlint not only vrhat 
had passed on the inexecution of the treaty should go in 
as public, (hi which HamOton and Knin had divided ia 
opinion from Randolph and myself,) but also that those 
respecting the stopping our com should in a? ptiblfc, 
(wherein Hamilton, Knox, and Randolph had been 
•gainst me). This was the fint hurtanoe I had seen of 
his deciding on the opinion of (me against tlmt of tince 
otheia, which proved Itis own to liave been very ttroag« 

Dectmher Ui, 1793. Beckiey tells me he had the fol- 
hmittg fiact from tear. Langdon, Cabot, and some 

others oF the Senate, standing in a knot before the fire 
after the Senate hnd adjourned, and growling together 
about some measure which they had just lost; "Ah I" 
said Cabot, "things will never go right till you have a 
FKSMtent for life, and an hereditary Senate.'* I^ngdoa 
told this to Lear, who mentioned it to the President. 
The President seemed struck with it, and derlared he 
had not supposed there was a man in the United States 
who conM have entertained tudt an idea. 
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March 2d, 1797. I arrived at PtiiLulelplik to qual- 
ify as Vice-President, and called instantly on Mr. Adami, 

who lodged at Francis's, in Fourth street. The next 
nioming hu returned my visit at Mr. Madiitou's, where 
1 lodged . He louad ine akoe in my voom, aad drntting 
the door hinielf, he nid he was glad to find me ahme, 

for that he wished a free conversation with me. He 
entered iminefliatf! y on an exp!,, nation of the situation 
ot uur ailairs wilii i<rancc, and the danger of rupture 
with that aatioa, a niptttre wliich wotdd convulne die 
attadnncots of this country; that he was impressed with 
the necessity of an inmiedi;ite mission to the Oirectory; 
that it would have been ttie hrst wish of his heart to 
have got nte to go there, but that he supposed it was out 
of the question, as it did not seem justifiable for him to 
send awav the person destined to take his place in case 
of accident to himself, nor decent to remove from com- 
petition one whu was a rival in the pubhc favor. That 
be bad. therefore, concluded to send « mission, which, 
by its dignity, should Mttisfy Prance, and by its se- 
lection frcrn the three great divisions of the continent, 
should satisfy all parts of the United States; in short, 
that he bad determined to join Gerry and Madison to 
rhickiiey, and he wtthed me to consult Mr. Madison 
for him. I told hini that as to myself, I concurred in. 
the opinion of the ninroprkty of my leaving tbe post 
afsigntd me, and that my iiiclinatioos, moreover, would 
never pennit me to cross the Atfautic again ; that I wmM 
as he desired, consult Mr. Mudtson. but I feared it was 
desperate, as he hud refused that mission on mv leaving 
it, in General W'jishinpton's time, though it was kept 
optn a twelveijiuiitti xor him. lie b^id that if Mr. Mddi- 
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«m Idiould refuse, he would sUU appoint him, and leave 
lint fespoosibility on 'hliu. 1 comndted Mr. Modisoil, 

who declined as T expected. T think it was on Monday 
the 6th of March, Mr. Adams and myself met at dinner 
at General Wiishington's, and we huppened, in the even- 
ing, to rifle ftom table and eome away together. Aa 
•0011 as we got into the street, I told him the event of 
ttty negotiation with ^fr. Madison. He ifnTuedtately 
Mid, that, on consultation, some objections to that 
floniiBation had been tailed whtdi Iw liad uit oonttm- 
plated; and was going on with escctisea wliieli evidently 
embarrassed him. when we cinip to T'lfth <;trfpt, where 
our road separated, his being down Market street, mine 
off along Fifth, and we took leave; and he never after 
that mSd one word to me on the sttbject, or ever con- 
sulted me as to any measures of the government; Tlw 
opirion I f-irmed at the time on this tr in^riction, wa8| 
that Mr. Adams, in the first moments uf the enthusiasm 
of the occasion, (hit inauguration,) forgot party senti- 
inenta, and aa he never acted on any ayatcm, but always' 
governed by the feeling of the moment, he thought, for 
a moment, to steer impartially between the parties; 
that Monday, the 6th of March, being the first time he 
had net his cabinet, on expressing ideas nf this kind, 
he had been at once diverted Irom them, and re- 
turned to his former party views. 

July, 1707. Murray is rewarded for his services by 
an appointment to Amsterdam; W. Smith of Charleston, 
to Lisfion. 

Augtisi 2'Uh. About the time of the British treaty, 

Hamilton and Talleytand, bishop of Auttm, dined to- 
getlier, And Hamilton drank freely. Omvcnhig on tlie 
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tVMty, Ttlkjraad my '*iiait Tnimcnt M«u||Mir Ham- 

fltan, ce n'ot pM Urn honntte, after making the Senate 

ratify the treaty, to advise the President to reject it." 
"The treaty," says HamUtou, "is an execrable one* 
and Jay was an old woman for making it; but the whole 
credit of mying ut bom It must be given to the Fran* 
dent." After circumstances had led to a conclusion that 
the President also must ratify it, he said to the same Tal- 
leyrand, "though the treaty is a most execrable om, yet 
^^wn onoe we iMive oone to i dcteminatioa on it, we 
swat easty it thfough thick and thin, right or wroog." 
Talleyr6.nd told this to Volney, who told it to me. 

There is a letter now appearing in the papers from 
Pickering to Monroe, dated July the 24th, 1797, which 
lamiatiplUdiawdtten^byllainaton. He was in Phila- 
ddpbia at that 'date. 

OfMer I3th, 1797. Littlepage, who has been on one 
or two missions from Poland to Spain, said that when 
Oardoqui returned from America, he settled with bis 
ppurt an account of aecret service money of six hundred 
t)ioiMand dotlan. Es r4iUiom§ Coiood Uboroe. 

DacaaiUr 26IA, 1707. Uagdoo teUa me, tint at the 

second election of President and Vice-President of the 
United vStates, when there was a considerable vote given 
to Clmton in opposition to Mr. Adams, he took occasion 
to'Vemark it in cooveiantiott in the Saaate chamber witli 
Mr. Adams, who, gritting his teelb, laid, "danm 'em, 
damn 'em, damn 'em, you see that an elective govern- 
ment will not do." He also tells me that Mr. Adams, 
in^a late conversation, said, "republicanism must.be 
diagmced, *Sbt Clievalier Ymho called on lum at 
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Brain tm and conversing: on French affftin, tnd Trttho 

C3tprp^r!!np hh briief of their Stabili'tv, in oppn';5tinn to 
Mr Atlants', the latter lifting up and shaking Ins finger 
at him, said, "I'll tell you what, the French repubUc will 
not hat tfiree motit W TUi I had from Yniho. 

Harper, lately in a large company, was saying that 
the best thing the friends of the French could do,was to 
pray for the restoration of thdr monarch. "Then," 
•ays a bystander, "the best thing w« eoidd do, I sup- 
poae, would be to pray for the estabUshnient of a nton- 
arrh in the Tfnitrr' Slates." "Otir prnplc," <;:tvs Tfnrprr 
"are not yet ripe for it, but it is the best thing we can 
come to, and we sliall come to it." Something like this 
aald in p wj ence of fladhT:* 

December 27 Ik. Tenche Coxe tills me, that a Uttk 
before Hamilton veent out of office, or jtist as he was 
going out, taking with him his last conversation, and 
among other things, on the subject o( their differences, 
"for my pttU** Mys In, **1 avow myself a monnrchist; 
I have no objection to a trial being made this thing of 
a fepuUiCf but," ftc. 



Januiwy 5th, 1798. I receive a very remarkable fact 
indeed in our history, from Baldwin and Skinner. Be- 
fore the estaUishment of oor ptesent government, a vei7 
extensive combination had taken place in New York 
and the eastern States, among thnt description of people 
who were partly monarchical in principle, or frightened 
with amy's rebdUon and the impo te nce of the old Con- 
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grtss. Delegates in different places had actually bad 
oonsultatiow on the nibject of teizing on the powers of 
a fo'veninent, and establisliisK them by fence; had eor- 
fespondcd with one another, and had eent a deputy to 
Gcnccal Waehington to tolidt bte oo-opcntion. He 
calculated too wen to join them. The new convention was 

hi the meantime proposed by Virginia and appointed. 
These people believed it impossible the States should ever 
agree on a government, as this must include the impost 
and all the other powert which the States had. a thou- 
8uh1 times, refuted to the general attthofitx. They 
therefore lei the proposed convention go on, not doubtiof 
its failure, and conhdtng that on it^ failure would be a 
still more favorable moment for their enterpri:>e. They 
dierefoitt wbhed it to fail, and especially, when Hamiltou,. 
their leader, brought forward his plan of govemment| 
failed entirely in carrying;: it, and retired in disgust from 
the convention. His associates then took every method 
to prevent any form of government being agreed to. 
But the urdl-intentioned never ceased tryfaf , Ibst one 
thing, then another, till th^ could get something agreed 
to Tlie final passage and adoption of the constitution 
completely defeated the views of the combination, and 
sav«i us from an attvmpt to establish a govenmusnt 
over tis by force. This fact throws a blase of light on 
the conduct of several members from New York and the 
eastern States in the convention of Annapolis, and the 
grand convention. At that of Annapolis, several eastern 
members most vdiemently opposed Kadison's pro- 
position for a more general convention, with more gen* 
cral powers. They wished things to get more nnd more 
into confusion, to justify the violent meaiure they pro- 
posed, iiie idea of establishing a government by rea- 
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aoiiifllf ud agreement, tiiey puMidy ridiculed as an 
Utcqiiui piojeet, vidaiimry Md unAcampled. 

One of the Secretaries (says) fhat a resolution was 
formed to give no offence to any person who did not 
approve of the proceedings of the Executive, and that 
it was determine<l to recall Monroe whose conduct was 

not consonant with the views of the Executive. Davy 
■aid they expressed very hostile dispositioiis towards 
France, and wfalwd I.ofan to apprise Adet of il, who 

hp observpf? yrn^ a gond kind of mnn. ought to ImOW itf 

and to put his government on their guard. 

Februmy m, 179S. Mr. Baldwin telb me, fliat in a 

conversation yesterday with Goodhue, on the state of 
otir affairs, Goodhue siid, "I'll tell you what, I 'lave 
made up my mind on this iiubject; I would rathfc* the 
old silip slionld go down timn not;" (meaning tlw Uidon 
of the States.) Mr. l^hottse coming np^ "Wdl," says 
Mr. Baldwin, "I'll tell ray old friend Ilillhouse what you 
say;" and he told him. "Well," say^ Goodhue, "I 
repeat that I would rather the old ship should go down, 
if we are to be always kept pumping so." **Mr. Hill* 
house," says Baldwin, "you remember when we were 
learning logic together at ^rhnn!, there was the ctigr 
categorical and the case hypoihelical. Mr. Goudhue 
stated it to me first as the case categorical. 1 am glad to 
see that he now changes it to the ease hypothetical, by 
adding, 'if we are always to be kept pumping so.* " 
pHtdwin went on then to remind Goodhue what an ad- 
vocate he had been for our tonnage duty, (wanting to 
makt It one dollar instead of fifty cents0 and how im- 
patiently he bore the delajn of Congrm in proceeding to 
retaliato on Great Britain before Mr. lifodisott's pto* 
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positioiis cauie an; Goodhue udmowledfed tliat his 
opinioM Itad chftnfed bince tluit. 

February I5th, 1798. I dined this day with Mr. 
Adams, (the President.) The company was large. 
Afterdiiiiicrl iiwtittitigiitxtto]iiai,mndoiireoiiverai- 
tmi wM first on the euonnibiis price of labor,* home 

rent, and other things. We both concurred in ascribing 
it chiefly to the floods of bank paper now afloat, and in 
coudcmmng those institutions. We then got on the 
oonitittttion; and la the eonne of our ttniTeitation he 
Mid, that no repiihMe could cv«r last whidi had not a 
Senate, and a Senate deeply and strongly rooted, strong 
enough to bear up against all popular storms and pas- 
sions; that he thought our Senate as well constituted 
WM it coaU have been, bcit^ ehoien hj the kg&iiatfliiti 
for if these could not support them, he did not know 
what could do it; that perhaps it might have been as 
well for them to be chosen by the State at large, as that 
would insure a choice of distinguished men, since none 
but Midi could be Icnomi to a iriiole people; that tiie 
only fatdt in our Senate was, that it waa not durnUe 
enough; that hitherto, it had behaved very well; how- 
ever, he was afraid they would give way in the end. 
Tliat as to trusting to a popular assembly lor the pre- 
servation of our Ubertia, It was the merest ehiinera 
imaginable; they never had any rule of decision but 
their own will; that he would as lieve be again in the 
hands of our old committees of safety, who maile the 
law and executed it at tiie same time; that it had been 
obaerved by some writer, (I forget whom he named,) 
that anarchy did mote mtodiief in one night, than ty- 

'Hcobtervcd, thatdglit «r ten y^um am, tat gave only iftvdoUanioa 
tofcom for hwana, Sadmg hia Mwrdndlodflaa. nawkeflTca 
— fc—S i «d —4 say AaHitm, tad nn. two taiioS wrt S nitew » mt. V.J. 
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ntmy la an age; and fhat la modera tiaiea we aiight tay 

with trutfi, that in Prance, anarchy had done more fiarm 
in one night, than all the despotism of their Kings had 
ever done in twenty or thirty years. The point in 
which be views cm Senate, at the coOotint of the ooa- 
ititvtion, serves as a key to the politics of the Senate, 
who BTp two-thirds of them in his sentimentt, iad Ac» 
counts for the bold line of conduct they pursue. 

Marek Iti. Mr. Tazewell tdb mt, Hiat wlicn Hbt a|i- 

propriatsons for the British treaty were on the carpet, 
and very uncertain in the lower House, there being at 
that time a number of bUls in the hands of committees 
of the Senate, noae reported, aild tlie Senate idle for 
want of them, he, in his place, called on the committees 
to report, and particularly on Mr King, who was of 
most of them. King said that it was true the com- 
mittees tcept bode their reports, waiting tbe event of the 
question alMitt appropriation ; that it tint was not car* 
rird, thf>y cnTi«;idprrr! lrp!?!ation as at an end; that they 
might as well break up and consider the Union as dis- 
solved. Tazewell expressed his astonishment at these 
ideas, and called on King to know if he had ndtapfire- 
■ headed him. King rose again and repeated the same 
words. The next day Cabot trwV an occasioTr in de- 
bate, and so awkard a one as to show it was a thing 
■greed to be done, to repeat tlie tame sentimnitt in 
stronger term^ snd carried fdrther, by deelsring a da> 
terTninatlon on thcir Side to bfc^ up and dissolFe 
the government. 

Marek tVk. In conversation with Baldwin and 
of Kentucky, &Dwn says tliat in a private com* 
psny once, consisting of Hamilton, King, Madison, him- 
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self, and some one elst: making a fifth, speaking of the 
"federal government;" "Oh I" says Hamilton, "say 
the jediral monarchy; let u& c%ll things by their right 
aaines, for a monarchy it is.*' 

Baldwin mentions at table the following fact. When 
the bank bill was under discussion in the House of Re- 
preseiitHtives, Judge Wilson came in, and was standing 
by Baldwin. Baldsviii reminded him of the following 
fsct which passed in the grand convantkm. Among the 
enumeiatad poweis giwn to Congress, was on« to erect 
corpora! iofis. It was, on debate, struck out. Seveml 
particular powers vvere then proposed Ainong^ others, 
Robert Morris proposed to give Congress a power lu es- 
tablish a national banlc. Gouvenieur If orris opposed it, 
observing that it was extremely doubtful whether the 
constitution they were framing could ever be passed at 
all by the pK-ople of America; thut to give it its best 
chance, however, they should uiake it <is palatable as 
possible, and put nothing into it not very essential, 
which might raise up enemies; that his colleague (Robert 
Morris) well knew tliat "a bank" was, in their State, 
(Pennsylvania,) the very watch word of party; that a 
bank had been the great bone uf contention between 
the two parties cS the State from the estaUishment of 
Hntk constitution, having been erected, put down, and 
erected again, as either party preponderated ; thut there- 
fore, to ins'irt this ix)wcr, would instantly enlist against 
the whole instrument, the whole of the auii-bank party 
in Pennnylvania. Wliereupon it was rejected, es was 
every otha special power, except that of giving copy- 
rights to authors, and patents to inventors; the general 
power of incor])orating being whittled dowu to tlUS 
shred. Wilson agreed ta the fact. 

Mr, Hunter of South Carolina, who lodges with 
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Rutledge (J. Rutlcdge, junior), tells me that Rut- 
ted^ WIS cxfrfaiohif to Mm the phm they pf opoied 

to pursue ai to war measures when Otis came iai 
Rutledge addressed Otis Now, sir, says he, yoll 
must come forward with something liberal for the 
•outheni States, forUfjr th^ harbor*, ■ad bufldfd- 
Sea, in order to obtain thdr eoncnrrence. Olii said, 
we faisist on convoys for our European trade, and guarda 
cpsiat, on which condition alone we will give them 
gallics and fortifications. Rutledge observed, that in 
titt event of mtf, Ifettenry and Hdwring must go out; 
Wolcott, he thought, might teuatai, hot the others were 
incapable of conducting a war. Otis said the eastern 
people would never abandon Pickering, he must be re- 
tailed; McHenry might go. They considered together 
wlMtlwr Ocneial Pinckney ivonld accept flie oBea of 
Secretary of War. They apprehended he would not 
It was agreed in this conversation that Scwall had nwte 
tlie ear of the {^resident tlum any other person. 

U«ttk Wk. When the Ml Cor 'appropriatiMUi iMt 
belbte flie Senate, Anderson moved to strilK out a ckuse 

reco^i'ring^ (by way of appropriation) the appointment 
of a committee by the House of Representatives, to sit 
during their reccn to collect evidence on Bloon^t case, 
dciiyinf lliey had power, bat by a law, to anthodse a 
committee to sit during recess. Tracy advocated the 
motion, and said, "We may as well speak out. The com- 
mittee was appointed by the House of Representatives 
to take care of the British minister, to take rare of the 
SpaniBk ndtdslcr, to take eare of tke Seactary of State, 
in short, to take care of the President of the United 
Stutes. They were afraid the President and Secretary 
of State would not perform the office of collecting evi« 
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dence faithfully; that there would be collusion, ftc 
Therefore, the House appointed a committee of their 
own. We tbiill have tbcm twxt tending a ooouaittee 
to Itaiope to make ft treaty. &c. Suppose that the 
House of Rcpresetitattves should resolve, that after the 
adjourniQeut of Congress, they ithouid cuntinue to sit 
as a couuiiJttee of the whole House during the whole 
fccctt." This ibowi bow the eppoimment of that com- 
mittee has been viewed by tbe IMdent's fiicndi. | 'j ■ 

April blh. Uoctot Rush tells me he had it from Mrs. 
AdaiaSi tbet^'wta aoipof • pen hae porncd bet#e« the 
fete and pieient Flemient dnee lie cane into office: > ; 

April 13/^, New instructions of the Britibh govern - 
ment to tiieir armed slapa now appear, which clearly 
infibiffe tbdr tnaty with at, by autbocisiag tbem to talce 
our vessels carrying produce ol the Piench colonies from 
those colonics to Europe, and to take vessels bound to 
a blockaded port. See them in Brown's paper, of April 
the 18th, in due fonn. 

The Tkcaident bat tent a goven w i e nt brig to Pkance, 
probably to carry despatches. He has chosen as the 
bearer of these one Humphrey's, the son of a ship car- 
penter, ignorant, under age, not ^ipcakiug a word of 
Vtrench, mott abutive of diat nation, wbote only merit 
is, the having mobbed and beaten Bache on board the 
frigate built here, for which he wat indicted and pun* 
isbed by fine. 

' A^rU nth. Ata dinner given by the her to the fed- 
eral judgia, Chase and Peters; present about twenty- 

four lawyers, and William Tilghman iu the chair, this 
toast was givca, "Gur Kini^ in old Englaud." Observe 
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tkc dottMe «fif«iKfr« on the word King. Dn Ponceau, 
4^ was one of the bnr imflent, told this to Tenche 
Coxc, who told me in presence of H. Tazewell. Dallas 
was at the dinner; so was Colonel Charles Siiiis, of Alex- 
andria, who it here on a lawtdt w. Oemmt Inrlng . 

f^fay "id. Tfip President some time ago appointed 
Sttele, of Virginia, f\ commissioner to the Indians, and 
now Secretary oi the Mississippi Territory. Steele 
WM A Cottniellor of Virgbiis, nnd was voted out by the 
Atiemhly hccansc he turned tory. He then ofltod for 
Congress, and was rejected hy the people. Then offered 
for the Senate of Virginia, and waii rejected. The Presi- 
dent hftt nlso appoioted Joseph Hopldnwil comaUaikmef 
to make o treaty with the Oneida Indians. He ia n 
youth of about twenty-two or twenty three, atid h-.t?; no 
other merit than extreme toryism and the having made 
a poor song to the tune of the President's March, 



yaHNory, 1700. In a conversation between Dr. Bwen 
wul the Pfttlcleitt» the fortncr said one of his aon« wai 
an aristocrat* the other a democrat. The President 

flaked if it wf\^ not the youngest who wns the democrat. 
"Yes," said Ewen. "Well," said the President, "a boy 
of fifteen who is not a democrat is good for uothiug, aud 
he it no better who b a dtmocmt nt twenty." Bwen 
loM Hurt, niul Hurt tohl me. 

January Wik,, Logan tells me that in his conversa- 
tion with Pieherlnf on hie ntrivat, the iatier abused 
Geity very much; said he was a traitor to his country, 
«imI hid deserted the pott to wliidt he was appointed; 
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that the French temporized at first with Pinckney, but 
found him too much of a man for their purpose. Logmn 
obarrving, that aoewithtUiidtiig the pacific dedAiationt 
of Prano:, it might stiU be wril to keep up the military 
ardor of our citizens, and to have the militia in good 
order; "the militta," said Pickering, "the militia never 
did any good to thut country, except in the single affair 
of Btudcer I^; lliat we nmat liave * iUndlof army of 
fifty thousand men, which beiof stationed in different 
parts of the continent, might serve as raHving points 
for the nulttia, and to reader them of s<>me service." In 
Idi eoavHMtlMi idlh lir. Adams, togan mentioMd fhe 
wfllingioeM of the Vlnacb to treat with Oecry. "And 
do yoii know why," said Mr. Adams. "Why, sir?" 
said Logan "Because," said Mr Aclams, "they know 
him to have been an anti-federalist, against the consti- 
Intion." 



January 2d, 1800. Information from Tenche Cose. 
Mr. Liston hud sent two letters to the Governor of Can- 
ada hjr one Sweety. He had anit eopict nf them, to 
gediCff with a thild (original) by one Cribs. Sweety 
was arrested (being an old horse ihieT), aud his papers 
examined. T. Coxe had a sight of them. As soon as i 
ruuiur ^oi out that there were letters of Mr. Liston dis- 
dooed, but no partieidare yet mentioned, Mr. Uston 
•Hafieetiag that Cribs had betraye<l hitd* thought it best 
to bring all his thr$$ letters, and lay them before Picker- 
ing, Secretary of State. Pickering thought them all 
very innocent la hi* oflice they were seen by a Ifr. 
Hodgden of New Jeniey, eonuniaeary^W oulitary atocctk 
and tlie Intimate frieud of Pickering, ^^'it happens that 
there is come land pactaeiship between Pickeciag 
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Hodgden and Coxe, so that the latt*-r is frerely and in- 
timately visited bv Hodgden, who, moreover, speaks 
fireety with him on political subjects. They were 
/tdkinf the newt of the dey, when Mr. Ceaie eb- 
sewed thet thcfe lotefceptiid letlen off Urton weie 
wtAam tilings; (notbinf hefaig yet out but e gen- 
eial ranior),i Hodgden eSked wlddi he thou^t 
the most serious. Coxe said the second; (for he 
knew yet of no other). Hodpden said he thought 
little of any of theni* but that the third was the 
UMSt cK c entkwttble. Thb sirnde Gone, who^ not be- 
tfsyfalg his ignorance of a third letter, asked geneialljr 
vrfiat part of that he aUndctl to. Ilndgden sairi to that 
wherein }ie assured th-' Governor of Caiioda, that if tht 
French iitToded Canada, an army would be marched Iront 
Mete SAtfet to hit anislauet. After this it becene 
known that it was Sweety who was arrested, and not 
Cribi*!; so that Mr. Listen had made nn unnecessarv dit- 
dosure of his third letter to Mr. Pickering, who, how- 
evtTi keeps his secret for Mm. In the beginnhig of the 
eonvenetion between Hodgden end Coxe, Coxe hep- 
pened to naihe Swcezy as the bearer of the letters. 
"Thst's not hh nnme," my^ Hodgden (for he did not 
know that two of the letters had been sent by Sweezy 
also)» "his nenie is Cribs." This put Coxe on his guard, 
end sent kiui to Ashing for the new nmtter. 



Janmry lO<Jb. Doctor Ru&h tetls mc that he had it 
from Semnd Lymen^ that during the X T Z Congress; 
the federal membefs bdd the largest cencns tbey ever 

had, at which he was prt^sfnt, and the question was pro- 
posed and debated, whether they should dedaxe wal' 
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against France, aad deteraiiaed in the negative. I«yiittB 
WRi afnte it. 
He tdb me that Ifr. Adoms told Uia, that trban tie 

came on in the fall to Trenton, he wm there surrounded 
constantly by the opponents of the late mis^isn to 
France. That Hamilton pressing him to delay it, said 
"Why. sir, by CMtiiiae, Louis tiie XVIII wiU be seated 
on his throne." Mr. Adams, **By wImmh?** Hamilton, 
"By the coalition." Mr. Adams, "Ah? then farewell to 
the indeptrulunce of Euro|>e. If a cualition moved by 
the finger oi iiugland, is to give a government to 
Fkaaec, thcce Is aa sad to tiie butependciios of every 
oottntfy." 

January I2ih. General Samuel Smith says that 
Pickering, Wolcoti, and McHenry, wrote a joint letter 
from tVenton to the President, then at Bmlntrse, dls> 
suading him from the mission to l^lrance. Stoddard re- 
fused to join in it Stoddard says the instructions are 
such, that if the Directory have any disposition to re- 
conciliation, a treaty will be made, iie ub&erved to 
liim, also, tihat l^worth look* beyond this nlssloB to 
the FMideatial chair. That with this view, he will 
endeavor to make a treaty, and a good one. That 
Davie has the same vanity and views. All tliis com- 
municated by Stoddard to S. Smith. 

January I2th. Baer and Hanisoa G. Otis told J. 

Nicholas, that in the caucus mentioned ante 10th, there 
wanted but five votes to produce a declaration of war. 
&cr was against it. 

January 19M W C Nicholas tells mSr that in a con- 
versation with Dexter three or four days afo, lie asked 



1800 ANAS of THnM,\S JEFFERSON. 



199 



Dtxtcr whether it would not be practicable for the 
States to agree on tome tmiromi mode of dioodtif dee- 
ton of President. Dexter said, "I suppose you would 
prefer an election by districts '* "Yes," said Nicholas, 
"I think it would be best, but would nevertheless agree 
to any other eontbtentwi^tlw oomtitathML" Dexter 
fldd he did not know what might be the opinioa of his 
State, but his own was, that no mode of election would 
answer any good purpose; that he should prrfer one /or 
"On that reasoning," said Nicholas, " you should 
prefer an hereditaty one/' "No," he seid, "we are not 
ripe for that yet*'' "I suppose." added he, "this doctrine 

Is not verv pripu!nr with ymi '* "No," said Nichola"?, 
"it would effectually diuiin any man in my State." "So 
it would in mine,' said Dexter; "but I am under no in- 
dneement to hdie my sentiment. I have nothing to aslt 
ham anybody; I had rather be at home than here, there- 
fore 1 speak my sentiments frrely." Mr Nicholas, a 
little before or after this, made the same proposition of a 
tuifofm dection to Ross, who replied Uiat he saw no 
good in any Idnd of dection. 

"Perhaps." said he, "the present one may last awhile." 
On the whole, Mr. Nicholas thiiilc; he perceives in that 
party, a willingness and a wish to let everything go from 
bad to worse, to amend notliiiqi^ in hopes it may bring 
on oonfurion, and open a door to the Idnd of govttn- 
ment they wish. In a conversation with Gunn, who 
goes with them, but thinks in some degree with tt", Gimn 
told him that the very game which the minority of Penn- 
Sjdvanb Is now playing with HeKesn, (see safaatitute of 
minority in lower Hoose, and addre» of Senate in vpper), 

was mfditatrd bv the E;arnr partv in thf^ fedcra! ^overTi- ■ 
ment in case of the election of a republican President ; and 
that the eastern States would in that case throw things 
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itttd cctilinfam, and bfMk the Uirion* That they Imw kn 
M ficBt decree got rid ef tlieir pepcTp lo m no longer to 

be creditors, and the moment they cease to enjoy the 
plunder of the immense appropriations now exclusively 
thein» they would aim at some other order oi things. 

' Jmmury 24th. Mr. Smith, * tnerchant of Hamburg, 
gives me the following information. The vSt Andrew's 
Club of New York, (all of Scotch tones,) gave a public 
dianex lately. Among other guests, Alexander Hamil- 
ton litt one. After diniitf , the fint toaet was, **Ttie 
Fketidcnt of the United States." It we« drunk without 
any particular approbation. The next was, "George 
the Third " Hamiltou started up on his feet, and in- 
si.sted on a bumper and three chcert. The vybole cool" 
pany accordingly rose end gave the eheeia. One of 
them, though a federalist, wai lo disgusted at the par* 
tiality shown by Hamiltojt to a foreign sovereign over 
his own President, that he mentioned it to a Mr. Schwart- 
hou£e, an American merchant of New Vork, who men* 
tinned it to Smith. 

Ur. Smith also tells me, that calling one evening on 
Mr. Evans, then Speaker of the House of Representa- 
tives of Pennsylvania, and asking the news, Evans &aid 
Harper had been just there, and speaking of the Presi- 
dcnt'a setting out to BrMntree, aaid* 'iie pnyed to God 
tfiat his horses might run away with him, or some other 
accident happen to hnrak his neck before he reached 
Braintree." This was indignation at his having named 
Murray, &c., to negotiate with Prance. Evan* ap- 
proved of tlie with. 

Fthntary 1st. Doctor Rush tells me that he had it 
Irom Asa Greeny that when the clergy addressed Oenend 
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Washington on his departure from the government, it 
was obs«^ved in their consultation, that he had never, 
CM any cNseadon, wM s word to the publie wlildi diowcd 
H belief ia the Christian teligkm, and they thought thejr 
Ihould 90 pen their addrew, r«i to force hfm at length 
to declare publicly whether he was a Christian or ildt. 
They did so. However, he observed, the dd loot wat 
too ctuinhif for them. He Afnivcfcd every article of 
dieir address partictdarly except that, which he passed 
over without notice. Rush observes, he never did say 
a word on the subject in any of his public papers, except 
In hit i^aledietocy letter to the Qovemon of the Statei, 
when he reigned his ootnmlision in the army, wherein 
he spealcs of "the benign Inflticfiee of the Christian re- 
ligion " 

I know that Gouvemeur Morris,who pretended to be 
in Us secrets and believed hinndf to be so, has often 
told me that General Washington believed no more of 
that system than he himself did. 

March, 1800. Heretical doctrines niantaincd in Sen- 
ate, on the motion against the Anrora. That there is 
in every legal Ixtdy of men a right of seK-fneservatiott, 
authnrirfng them to do nhatcver is necessary for that 
purpose: hy Tracy, Read, and Lawrence. 

That the common law authorizes the proceeding pro- 
posed agslnst the Anrors, and is In focee here: by Read. 

That the privileges of Congress are a^d ought to be 
Indefinite: by Read 

Tracy says, he would not say exactly that the com- 
mon law of ijngland in all it*s extent is hi force here; bat 
co mmo n sense, reason and morality, whieh are the found- 
ation^ of the common law, are in force here, and estab- 
lish a common law. He heki himself so nearly half ««y 
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between tlie common law of Kngland and what every- 
body else has called nutunU law, and not oommoa law, 
that he ooold hold to either the one or the other, a* he 
dMNdd find expedient. 

Mar. lU, 1800 Woodbury Langdon propose the 
following changes ; 

LyUp the present manhal to be mnoved: n Tiolent 
invetctate tory appointed by the influence of Rogers, 
former marshal. Has lately appointed a high toned 
federalist for his deputy. William Simmonds recom- 
meaded in his pkce by John and Woodbury I«angdon. 

Rofeti tberopervisorto be removed. HewMnvioleat 
fC?olutioiMtfy tory. He was the ringleader of the six- 
teen towns onCoinnecticut River, who were prevailed on 
to join Venmint in going over to the Britudt. He bos 
spent half hie tine in ciectioneeriiif activity. StiU 
mounts and glories in an enormous cockade. 

Nathaniel Folsome to iw navnl ofiuer vioe Bdwasd St. 
Loe. iavermore. 

Mtirek lUk. Gooveniqg witb Mn. Adant on the mb- 
Ject of the writers in the neiv^pers. I tookoccaaioii to 

mention that I never in my life had, directly or indi* 
rectly, written one sentence for a newspaper; which is Ml 
abwhite truth. She said that Mr. Ada«i. die believed, 
had pretty well oeoaed to meddle in the newspapers, 

since he closed the pieces on Davih. This is the first 
direct avowa! of that work to be bis, thott|^ long and 
universaliy understood to be so. 

Ifr. Doiiteof IMdlitinfai lfiisaadrafletta,of whkbtoim 
Fisher Ames h, corrects information I had formefly ft> 
ceived of the very great fortune made by Ames by specif 
lating in the funds. He believes he did a great deal for 
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his friends Gore and Mason; but that his own capital 
ivMtositMdltlMtlieeottld ttotdoniueliiM'hiinKlf. He 
supposes him worth at present sbout 30,000 dollars, some 
of which, he doubts not, was made while in th? legis- 
lature, by speculation; but that he has a practice at the 
bar worth afwut 1000 potnids a year lairful, and living 
frugally he lays by some of that. A great deal erf his 
capita! has been absorbed by buildinj;^ a very plegant 
house. He says he is a man of the most irritable and 
fttrions temper fat tlw wotid; a stiong monarehlst. 

March Wth. The jury bill before the 5>enQte. Mr. 
Kcttd 8ay« that if from any circnmstanre of inaptitude 
the marshal cannot appoint a jury analogously with the 
atate Juiinib tbe common lair ateps iii and he may name 
them according to that. And Mar. 12. Same bUl. llir. 
Chipraan speaking of the cn<;e of Vermont where a par- 
ticular mode of naming jurors was in force under a for- 
mer taw of that tiate, when die few of the Vtilted States 
pamed declaxing that juries shall be appointed in their 
coiirt"? in the several ^fate^ m the moJe now in u^e in the 
&ime state. VeruiOTit has since altered their niodc of 
naming them. Mr. Chipman admits the federal courts 
cannot adopt the tiew mode, but fai that case he says 
tfiefa' martihftl may name them aeoordhig to the rules 
of the common kw Now observe that that is a part 
of the common law which Vermont had never adopted, 
hut on the contnry had made a few of their own, bet- 
ter iwitftd to their dr ^ M B w t anpW- 

March 14tA. Freneau, in Charleston, had the print- 
ing of the laws in Iiis paper. He printed a pamphlet of 
Finddiey*s fetters on Robblns* case. Pickering has 
glveii the printlot ^ ^ fe*** ^ ^ ^ry. paper of that 
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place, though not of half the circuiatioQ. The printi&f 
aauMuited to abMl ooe bondrod dollan a year. 

Mar. 10. Same subject Oexter nuuntaitied that the 
coiumon law as to crimes is in force in the courts of the 
United Sutes. 

C iii | i n M> n my§ that the principles of common dgbt we 
common law. And he says the common Ikw of 8lif> 
laud is in force here There being no Uw in Vermont 
for appointing juries which the Marshal can follow, 
he says he may appoint them as provided by the com- 
auw kw of ^li^nd tboiifb that fMit of the common 
hiw was navcr adopted in Vcnaoat. 

March 21. Mr. John Marshall has said here that 
had he not been appointed Minister to France he was 
desperate in his aftdn^ and must have sold his estate 
and thut immediately. That that appointment was tht 
greatest god-send thnt could ever have hefallcsi a man* 
I have this from J. Brown and S. T. Mason. 

' Mor«h 241*. Mr. Farct Morton of MaMachwctts 

tells me that Tliatcher, on his return from the war-Coa- 
gress, declared to hiin he had been for a declaration of war 
against Francej and many otUeru also; but that on counl- 
hif aoMS they §omA ttntf ooald not carry it, and tfaara- 
fore did not attempt it. 

March 27th. Judge Breckenridge gives ine the fol- 
lowing information. He and Mr. Ross were originally 
very hitimata; hufeed, he says, he foimd Idni keeping a 
little lAtin adiool, and advised and aided Mm in tlte 
study of law, and brought him forward. After Ross be- 
came a Senator, and particularly at the time of the west- 
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cm liunnfeetiott, they •tOI wm ht coneert. After the 

Briti!;h treaty, Ross on his return, informed him there 
was a party in the Uuitecl States who wanted to over- 
tutn the goveniinent, who were in league with France; 
tint VmKtf t>y a aemtartldecf trcAty with Spftia wu 
lolutve Louisiana; and thatOreat Britain was likely to 
be mir best friend nnd dependence. On this informa- 
tion, he, Breclcenridge, was induced to become an ad- 
vocftte lor tht BtiUdi treaty. During thb iatiimusy 
with Rois, he Myi» that General CoUot, in his Journey 

to the we'Jtpm country, called on him, and he frcquentiv 
led Breclcenridge into conversations on their grievances 
under tiie government, and particularly the western ex- 
pedHloo; that he spoke to Mm of the tdvaateges that 
country would have in joining France when she should 
hHd fx)Utsiana; showed him a map he had drawn of that 
part of the country ; pointed out the pnasta in the moun- 
tahi, and the fiieility irlth which they might hoM tiicM 
againt tiie United States, and with whkh Prance could 
tupport them from New Orleans. He says, that in these 
conversations, Co!!ct let himself out with common pru- 
dence. He says, Michaud, (to whom I, at the request of 
Ocoet, had glveii a Irtter of Introdaetlwa to the Governor 
of ICcntucky as a botanist, which was his real professhm,) 
called on him; that Mkhaud had a commissary's com- 
mission for the expedition, which Genet had planned 
Horn that quarter asaiaet the Spanhrdti that « 
tiie late SpanfaA eonniatidaiit ci St. Genevieve, with 
one Powers, an Englishman, called on him. That from 
all these circumstances, together with Ross' stories, he 
did believe that there was a conspiracy to deliver our 
country, or come pert of it at teait, to ttie Fieneh; tiiat 
lie made notes of what passed between himself and 
CoUoi and the otheiii and lent them to lir. Roai, iHw 
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gave them to the Preddent, by whom they were de- 
pOitited in the office of the Board of War; that when he 
complamed to Ross of this breach of contidence, be ea- 
doivored to get off by compliments on the utility aod 
importaiice of his aotM. They now cooled towards eacli 
other; and his opposition to Ross' electiua as Governor 
bus separated tbem ia troth, though not entirely to 
appearance. 

IXictor Rush tells uie, that within a few days he hat 
heard a member of Congnm bment our leparatioa from * 
Gnat Britain, and express his aiacere wiabet that we 
were agafo dependent on her. 

Apt U 2y, 1800. Jury bill trader condderathm. 

Ur* Dexter and HiHIioiwe and Ur, Head inristed in the 

fullest and most explicit terms that the common law of . 
England is in force in these states and may be the rule of 
adjudication in all cases where the laws of the United 
States bare made no pravlrioo. 

lir. Uvcrmore teemed to wft the tame, though ho 
seemed to think that in criminal casts it might be neoet- 
sary to adopt by an express law. 

Mr. Tracy was more reserved on this occasion. He 
only taid that Oongreas might by a law adopt the pro- 
vlnona of the common law on any subject, by a refer- 
,ence to that, without detailing the pariiculiirs; as in tliis 
bill it was projxjscd that the marshals should summon 
juries according to the practice of the common law. 

X>«c«m6«r S3, 1800. Major Wm. Munson, bearer of 

the Connecticut votes, recommended by Pierre. Edwards 
as a good Whig^, he is surveyor of the ( fjj |^ of New 
Haven, was a good officer in the revolutionary war. 
He tayt that about a twelvemonth ago the Matahnl 
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of tint ifaite tnnMd out Ui deputy llaniift], faceattae he 

summoned some republicans on the grand jury. It 
seems the M«t«ti«i fttminoiig jutiet for the Pedenl 
courts. 

See a letter fram Ooveraor MdRteeii oo the cxmdiiet of 
Gcflcnl Hand, Robert Coleman, and Henry Miller, 
supervi5on; for Penasylvanta while their kgisktuie ivcn 
on the appointment ot Electors. 

Doctor Jarvis of Boeton is a taati of ablUtlet, a ftrm 
WUg^ but pa— ioiiate, hot-headed, obathiate and Im- 
pHar^t. 

Doctor EusHs !5 of eqiiil abili(ie5, firniablo and almost 
too accommodating, was once rather a trimiuer, and 
was fmroed by the Fcdetalists to becouie de ci ded aigafant 
then. Bx relatione Baldwin. 



^Colonel Hitchbum's account is different, that Bustit 
is^superfidal and Jarvis completely profound. 

New HampiUtc. Sherfawme an able lawyer, repub- 
ttean and holiest. 

South Carolina. There I's a ( ) Ramsay.'^son of 
Dr. Ramsay, a judge of a state court, a good lawyer, of 
excellent private character, eminent abilities, much ti- 
teemed atad l^t^tAKean. W» character from Geneial 
Sumpter. The father is also republican. 

Hamilton and Dovley of Sotith Carolina, attached tO 
the State treasury, good repuhhcans. 

BroMmni IMigttoti. very able, but tO-tempefed, . 
•elAdi, tinpopttlar. 

Dewitt Clinton, very able, good, rich nnd lazy, very 
firm, does not follow any profession. Married Chigood's 
daitghter-in-law. 

Thonat Suinter, eeii of General Sumter, South Caro- 
lina. A man of solid understandisf. Wdta correctly. 
Seeni discreet and virtuous, follows no profession. 
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Harrison, of Carlisle. General Hanna tells me he it 
M at>k a lawyer as any in Pemuylvaaia and a zealouf 
inpttUicaiL 

Dtctmber 25th. Colonel Hitchbura thinks Dr. 

Bustis' talents specious and pleasing, but not profound. 
He tells me what Col. Uooroe had before told me oi, as 
cooiflf inm HitdilMtfo. He was flvinf ne the ^ar- 
•eUnof penontiallassachusetu. Speaking of I^owdl, 
be said he was, in the beginning of the Revolution, a 
timid whig, but as soon as he found we were likely to 
prevail, he became a great office hunter. And in the 
vcfy Imatk of apcaldiig of liOwaU, he etopped: aaya Iw* 
I wOl five you a piece of lafonnation iridch I do not 
venture to speak of to others There was a Mr Hale in 
Massachusetts, a reputable, worthy mau, who becoming 
a Ultle enibarrassed in bis affairs, I aided him, which 
niaiie bin very friaadly to ne. He went to Caoada ott 
some boainess. The Governor there took great notke 
of him. On his return, he took occasion to mention to 
me that he was authorized by the Governor of Canada 
to give from three to five thousand guineas each to him- 
adtf aad eooie otbeiak to bubioe tbem, not to do aaytbiaf 
to the injury <tf their country, but to befriend a good 
Cuinection between England and it. Hitchburn said 
be would think of it, and asked Hale to come and dine 
with him to-iaonoir. After diniier be diew Hak fully 
out. He told him be bad bis doubts, but paitieularly, 
that he should not like to be alone in sudi a business. 
On that. Hale named to him four others who were to be 
engaged, two of whom, said Uitchbum, are now dead, 
and two Kving. Hitcbbuni, wbcn be bad got all be 
wanted out of Hale, dccBwed in a friendly way. But 
be obeerved tboee four men, from tbat HKwaent, to ea- 
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pooK the intemtt of Bagtuid, ia cmy point and oa 
tvcffjr irinrfffiil Though he did not name the men to 

me, yti as thespeakin;^ nf T^well was what brotjght it to 
hb head to tell me this anecdote, I concluded he was one. 
Frooi other dicttimtances respecting Stephen Hi|;gia- 
Mw, of wtai Ik qmle^ I eonjectuicd Urn to 1m tlie other 
IMaf om. 

Deetmbtr 26tk. In another conversation, I men- 
tioood to Oofaacl Ritdibont, tlint though he had sot 
ntned naiiMi* I had strongly suspected Higginson to be 
one of Hale's men He smiled and said, if I had strongly 
suspected any man wrongfully from his information, he 
mwld wdaeclve me; that there wen ao pcnona he 
thought note atnuiily to be suspected Mnedf, than 

Higg-inson and Lowell. I considered this as saving they 
were the men. Higginson is employed in an import- 
ant business about our navy. 



Fthruary I2th, 1801. Edward Livingston tells me, 
that Bayard applied today or last night to Oeneral 
Samtwl Smith, and represented to Urn the expedleney 

of his coming over to the States who vote for Burr, that 
there was nothing in the way of appointment which he 
might not command, and particularly mentioned the 
Secfctaryship of the Kavy. Sodth a^ied hloi if he mt 
authorized to make the offer. He said he was author* 
ized. Smith told this to Livingston, nnd to W. C. 
Nicholas who confirms it to me. Bayard in like manner 
t e mpt e d Livingston, not by offering any partletdaroflke, 
faot hj re pr esen ting to him his, Livingston'r, intJnaojr 
and coa a ectfon with Burr; that booi Uiii he had every- 
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thing to expect, if he would come over to him. To Doc- 
tor Linn of New Jersey, they have offered the govern- 
ment of New Jersey. See a paragraph m Martin's Balti- 
more paper ul February the 10th. signed, "A LOOKBR 
ON," stating an intimacy of views bttwait Harper |in4 

BtlfT. 

F^nuuy lUk, Qenenl Armstrong tells me, tbst 

Gouverneur Morris, in conversation with I)iin today on 
the scene which is passing, expressed himself thus. "How 
comes it," says he, "that Burr who is four hundred miles 
cff, (at Albany,) hat agents here at work with gmt 
activity, while Jefferson, who is on the Spot, does noth* 
ing?" This expl,1!n^ the ambiguous Conduct of him- 
self and his nephew, Lewis Morris, and that they were 
holding themselves free for a prize; ». f., tome office, 
.either to the uncle or nephew. 

Fehrvnry Ifi/A. See in the Wilmington Mirror of Feb- 
ruary the Hth, Mr. Bayard's elaborate argument to 
prove that the couunon law, as modified by the laws of 
the respective States at tiae epoch of the ratllleation of 
the OQOstitntfcm, attadied to the courts of the Ualted 
SUtes. 

Jtftir. 8, 1801. Hew Hampehlre. Restofe Whipple 
and Gardner, Oollector, and Comnuosloner of loans. 

( hange no other except the recent ( ?) Uvermore, 
navi^l officer, to be rcinovL-d by and by, and George Went* 
worth to b<: put m his place. 

Mawachiaetts. Change only the new INstiiGt At* 
toriiey, vis. GeoiKe Blhfce for Otu. 

Ifaine. Psrker, Ifaishal, to be removed by and by. 
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i Tvy violent and influmtlil and iadnstiious federal 
put In nei very fairly. 

Dtevk Hie Attoney it expected to teiigD, aad SOae 
teenmit be pal in tiii place. 

Jein Lee, GoUeetor of PenotMeot* bntliet «f SUaa, n 
refugee, a royaUtt, and very violent 

To be removed when we appoint his brother Attorney. 

Connecticut. Mr. JLincolo to ooiisult Edwards, Jr., 
M to renu>ving Goodrich. 

Vemiaot. MaialMU and Attorney to be reowvcd loi> 
mediately. John Wlilard of Addison Oounty to be Mar- 
eba 1 Fa y rather approved for Attorney. 

New York. Postponed. 

Jersey. Propose to I«inn to accept Attorney's place 
vice Aeiinfbttyien. Mr. Oallatlii will write. Oliver 
Bimet to be Manlial «ben hawtf resigns. 

Turn out the tory coUeetor, an atrodoitt appoint- 
Inent. 

Pennsylvania. Hall to be removed. Shee to be ap* 
pointed. Nob lee Bulkley. Oeoife Aefaibart to be 
keqter of public stores vice Harrb. 
' General William Irvine to be Sttperintendest military 
•tores vice Hodgson. 

Peter Mubienbeff supervisor vice General Henry Mil* 
ler, but not tin after May. 

Dallas. Attorney of E. district. 

Hamilton do. of W district. 

Presley Car Lane marshal of W. district vice Barclay, 
new appointment. 
Delaware. The Collector McLane to be retained. 

Enquire as to Marshal and Collector. 

Maryland. Hopkins, Marshal tO be removed* and 
Reuben Etting to be appointed. 
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Also Zeb(e4iah) Uolliagsworth and Joba Scott to be 
•ppoiuted. 

Virgiiiia. D. Randolph to be removed. ScotI to be 
•pfwinlcfl* 

Sonth Cteoliip. Ailopt C. Finckiiey'i aoiwhiartniit. 
but take tine till tflcr leipion of OoogicM iaoi-3. 

GcKKgia. Only fbe collector to be questioiied. Sup- 
posed a delinquent Riduud Wylqr to be In Us pkee; 
he is now loan oiiicer. 

Kentucky. Colonel Joseph Crocket vice McDowell 
••Muabel, but weitproofiof extortioii. 

General rule. Remove no coOectora till called on for 
account that at mvaj nay be lenoved at defanllcn 

as arc such. 

Present Gallatin, Dearborne, Lincoln. 

Mar. 8. On application from an old CoL WaffDCil pre- 
sented by Mr, Baldwin, he was settled near the Cherokee 
line, but supposed on oiir side, oti running it however he 
leit on their side, some other lauiiiies in the same 
•itiiatioa: appnvved of Geaetal Dearborae'a iraitinf to 
Hawkina to negotiate for their quiet, and tliat we will 
within two or three months take np the aobjoct and 
give him final instructions. 

Mar. 9. Fraoecntlooa under Seditioa Law. Reoyt 

the fines and enter nolle proseque in the prosecution de- 
pending under that law, to wit, Callendar and Brown are 

in execution. Duane and undcT prosecution. 

Present as beiore. 

Mr. Uneok to oonault Bdward Oraager Kirby Wa|- 

COt as to Goodrich's commission. 
Dawaon to bavc iix dollaia a day. 
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Two frigates to cruise in West Indies, two in the Medi- 
tcnuwan, two at Isle of Bourbon. 

Sign the duty p npe&e d hf Coiniiiiwtonfegi of WmIi> 
ingtott) oootlDoiBii pff HiiiifaiB to fatliU lioiiict in ocrtolii 
forms. 

Maf 18, IflOl. Shail the atiiMdrott now at Ndffolk 
be ordered to cruise in the KedllcnWMn. What tkaXL 

be the object of the cruise. 

Lincoln. Our men of war may repd an attack on 
individual vessels, but after the repube, may not pro-' 
ceed todaitroy the eneay't v utda lenewlly. 

■ Gallatir . To declare war and to make war is synony- 
mous. The Executive can not put us in a state of war, 
but if we be put into that state either by the decree of 
Congress or of the other nation, the cooinuuid and di- 
tcetioo of the fmblie fone then betonge to tfie Bxeenttve. 

Smith. If a nation commences war, the Executive 
is bound to apply the pubh'c force to defend the country. 

Dearbome. The expedition should go forward openly 
to pcolect (Hit commicfce against the fhieetened hottU- 
tIciofTripoH. 

Madison. That the cruise ought to be undertaken, 
and the object openly declared to every nation. All con- 
cur in the expediency of cruise. 

Whetiier Utt Ceptahif hiey be tulhoriaed, if war ex^ 
kts, to seetdi tof nad destroy the enemy's vessels wher- 
ever they can find them? Al! except Mr L. fl)^ee they 
should; M. G. and S think they may pursue into the har- 
bors, but M. that they may not enler but in pursuit. 

A letter to the fiejr of Tripoli by the Pniidciit; 
jrnj ti y ear's tribute hi foHu of stores by a ship. Send 
30,000 dollars by frigates on the idea that theoonima- 
tation of stores to money has been settled. 
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May 16. Murder cotnmttted by Ifoorfaead and Uttk, 
British subjects^ on a pciaon within the limits of the 
United States. 

Thecaaeof Govemor Ffackney and Qncicda la gnotcd. 
Alio the denaad by Ur. Urton o( Secretary nekcriof 
contra. 

Unanimous not to demand the accessories to the mur- 
der. 

But the murdeveiB to be demanded. 

Governor Serjeant not to be re-appointed — mumi- 

Afny 17. Treaty proposed irith Chenkeea. Agreed 
mMnrimoMsly. 

Object. 1. To obtain the lands between Sumner and 
Mero district offering as far as an annuity of 1(X)0 dollars 
and a sum in |^ross not exceedtug 5000 doUars. 

2. If not obtainable, then boy an the aoeomoda' 
tions on the road between the two distrieta at tnch sum 
In gross the Commissioners think fit. 

To treat with Chickaaaws. 1. To buy their lands 
north of 'Kentucky bomdary. 

2. . To obtain toad ami housea of aecomodation for 
travellers from Tennessee towards Natchez, but if treat- 
ies for the lands is ofTcnsive to Chickasa ws, then confine 
their proposition to the road. Frice discretionary in 
Commisaionefs. 

■ To treat with Choctaws for road, price dlacfetkmary. 

They also to fix on the three trading^ posts reserved in our 
former treaties to treat with the Creeks. 1. For the 
purchase of the Talatsee county. 

3. For the fork of Oakmidfee and Owney, but aB 
instruction and further decision as to this to be post- 
poned till we take up the Treaty with Georgia* a letter 
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to be written to the Georgia Commisnoners to know if 
ttiey will cede the BfinkMi' territory in exchange for 
Talasse« and Ottkmtilgee fork. 

Davte, Wilkinson and Hawkins. 

Supfn-ess the Missions to the United Netherlands, 
Fortdgal and Prussia. 

Send none to Denmark. 

Removals. All recent to be considered as mere aven- 
ues. 

Marshals and Attorneys to be removed where federal, 
except in partieidar cases. 
New Hampshire. The Marshal, though a FederaHst 

ought not to he rernovpd because of his connectlotis. 

Sherburne to be attorney vice Livermore. 

Uainc. Davb to lie temovcd as he will not tesign. 
He H violent. 

Massachusetts. Not change the Marshal though 
Federal, he is moderate and prudent and will be re- 
publican. 

Rhode Idand. If Barnes accepts oomniisiiion of 
judge, Mr. tflKoln will enquire and reoommend 'attor> 

ney or judge. 

Connecticut. Enoch Parsons to be Marshal. 

Delaware. Hamilton, Marshal, to be removed, en« 
qtthe for snhstltnte. 

Read, Attorney, to be continued. 

Marykind. HoUingsworth not to be removed till 
alter September. 

He Is Incapahie. 

Customs. 

The Collector vice John hot. Wait for further in* 
formation. 
Samuel Bishop, Collector at New Haven. 
Alexander Wolcott. Collector at Ulddletowa, 
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New Jersey. John Hurd to be CoUector of the port 
ot Arnboy vice Bell. 
Bxcise* 

CommiUcd Kirby vke John Chettar. 

Junt 13. At a meeting with the four secretariet at 
the Secretary of State's oi&cc. Unammoualy agreed 
tlml Mr. Kinf thtfl be infeniied tint m duikt ke ibodld 
oondnde the negotiatioiit 00 the tabjeet of the Sixth 

Article, as he had begitn under former orden, for the 
gum in gross which he has offered, to mt, 600 thouaaad 
pound* sterling and no more. AiLcrwards agreed to 
flOO^OOO facctaw Kinf hud oiend it 

Jun$ 23d. 1801. Andrew Ellicot iclls ine, that in a 
conversation last summer with Major William Jackson 
of Philadelphia, on the subject of our intercourse mth 
8|Mta, Jickaon Mid we had mumftd our nffidsi badljr; 
that he hinuelf was the author of tiw Papers against the 
Spanish minister signed Americanus; that his object 
was irritation; that he was anxious, if it could have 
been brought about, to have plunged us into » war with 
Spain, that the people night have been n o pw pi r i l with 
that, and not with the conduct of the administratioa, 
and othcrthiagathey hadoobuaiocif topwddleirith. 

OMw 39. Pleic&t four Seeretaries. Captains of 
wvy tednoed fvoni U to 9, by a vote oaeadi nan itnMk 

ofF. Those struck off are Mr. Niel of Boston, Decatur of 
Pennsylvania, Kofers of Maryland, Ungey of Columbia, 
& Barron of Virginia,* Campbell from South Carolina, 
but a northeni nan. The retained are Mdiolwa and 
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Preble of Maryland, Morris and Bainbridge of New York, 
TrmttKNi of Jersey, Barry, DdawaM And Uwnf of 

Pennsylvania, and James Barron of Vtifliiia. 

A state of the pi1!i>«i to be called for and f>e ready 
for sale at meeting of Congress unless contrary deter* 
Ilillwti 

Sptin to be addressed in A im hnk friendly toot on 
the depredations at Algiers. Not to order coawyt tor 
our vessels against Spain. 

H09§mh» tl. Pkcsnt tlie torn 9tettUtUa. Qmo- 
tion, Shall Rogers t>e removed la Nciir Yolic? tfnitti- 
motis to let lie till Congros. 

Questiott. Whether we shall proclaim the French 
tfEtty or wolt And lay ft bcfSort tlie Seaatel lloADi* 
nous not to proclaim but to lay to Hdioll we trill go 
on with the examinatiott. 



/omtary 18, 1803. Present the four Secretaries and 
Attorney General. Agreed to offer peace to Tripoli on 
easiMt terms, to continue tribute to Algiers, to send two 
frigates and schooacr ItniBedialely. It war with Tripoli 
continues, two Fttgates then constantly and one for re- 
lief, 400.000 dollars to he appropriated for the whole 
naval businttS of the year, including navy yards on 
wUdk little is to be done, and 600,000 dolbttl to pay 
coatmcts due and becomiof due this year. Bseentioa 
of VwuA treaty to be retained by ttfeccativa. 



Oetobsr 21, 1802. Present, the four Secretaries. 1. 
tVhat fticce rinfl be left thfouift tte iriater Is tbe 
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2. What negotiattoiu, what presents shall be pro- 
posed to Morocco? 

Awwer. 1. The two hufctt fr|g«tci» Fntldeat Md 
Chesapeake, the time of whose men k oul in Decedihcr, 
ought to be called home immediatdy. 

The two best frigates, the Nevr York and John Adams, 
which are smallest also, and the men engaged till August 
nest, to icmaia tlirougb the wiater, even it peaee be 
nadewitbTHopli.. . . 

The Adams whose times are up in April, to remain 
through the winter, or come away according to ap* 
pearances with Ifoiooco. 

Aoewcr 2. Foriiid SSmpaoa to itipiiiate any pneettti, 
or peymeuts at fixed periods, but allow him to go as far 
as 20,000 dollars to obtain a firm estahlistunettt of the 
state of peace with Morocco. 

Shall the expense* of tmaaporthif our ebeadoned 
icnoieo hone, 1^ the Ounsul (?) Lee, be paid by in end 
oat of what fund? 

Unanimously that it roust be paid and out of the con* 
tingcnt land of 20,000 dollars. 



Aprti 8, 1803. Preeeat four Secietariei and Attorney 

General. 

1. Is tbece sulBcieDt fRMmd to reeall Itoifi nod iQ- 
ititttte inquiry into hk conduct? Uanninu»ai, not. 

2. Shall Morris be ordered home in the returning ves- 
sel and leave some other officer in command? Unani* 
mous, not. 

Sw Shall the return of the Cheeapeake and Adams 
be couatcitnaaded till the four tnmll vceadt anive? 
UnaniaMMie not. Will be too late, 
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4. ShM we buy peace of Tripoli? Uiuuiiiiioit$, yes. 
6. By a sum in gross or a tribute? 
Galktin, Dtarbonie, Lincola for botli, ifadiaoa mad 
Smith for tum in gtOM rad ptdmiw of reuewlug fiMO* 

ents at times. 

Dearborne, 60 and 8,000, Lincoln, 30 and 15,000, 
Madifioo, 10 and 5,000 with some margin, GoUatin, 20 
«iidlO,Sinitli,fiO«iMllOi 

Great BtiUdn if repe^. our rights by Prance, 
forces us to overtures to Rngland as an afly? on what 
conditions? 

J All reject the 

1. Not to nafce a aqmata ^eace? secood «mI third 

conditions, Deat- 

2. To let her take Louisiana? borne and Lin- 

cohi reject the 

a. QMnmcrdal privileges? lint' Tlie others 

agree to the first. 

A^eed to instruct our Ministers, as soon as they find 
ih-At no arrangement can be made with Prance, to use 
all pcMsible |>rocrastinations with them and iu the mean 
time enter Into eonferenees with the Mtish Geveranient, 
throogh ^eir anttMisador at Paris, to fbc pcfnetplea of 

atlience, nnd teave US in peace till GongreSi UKelSi and 
prevent war till next spring. 

Mdy 7. PmmA four Secretariea and Attorney Gen- 

ral. 

On the supposition that war between Bngland and 
France is commenced or whenever it shall commence. 

1. Shall we issue a proefaimatlon of acittrallty f IXnanl- 
taotisly, not. 

Its object as to our citizens ts unnecessary, to wit the 
ioloraiinf 'them that they are to oiNartra the dntks of 
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ocutiality, became the Ute instaoce is so recent as to be 
liitfieirnliHla. AstofocdfiiMtioM.itiriniMHMittilnf 
tficai of our acutnttty wiUMmt priot, irticrcat FlmiGe 

may be wUIing to give New Orleans for it» UMI f^lgtllilH 
toengag:e a just and respectful conduct. 

2. Sea letters to be givea evco oa the preaeat ap* 

parent probability of war. 

8. Cuttomhoute officers to attend (o the bnvinf ouf 
mvcB furaUwd witb cctlifiBitcv of dtiiiciUUp in boon* 
fidecftMt. 

4. New Orleans, although no specific opioion it aiked, 
because premature till we hear from our Ministers, see 
the complexion and probable cottrae and duration of the 
wuTt yet fhe opinkm wnua to be that wt muat avftO 
onndvct of tUt mr to fet it. 

Whether, If negotiation faito. we ilnU tUe it directly 

or enoourafe a decline of independence and then enter 
into an alliance. We have time enough to consider. We 
ell deprecate Great Britaia't taking possession of it. 
We ell «cree ive ehoold aot cooaiiit ooneives by • eoa- 
irenttoii with Prance, accepting merely our right of de- 
posit, or any improvement of it short of the sovereignty 
fd the island ol New Orleans, or a portion sufficient for 
a town to be located by ouredvce. 

Jmfy t6k fteeeat the loiir Smetaries. 

The cession of Louisiana being to be ratified by Octo- 
ber 80, shall Congress be called, or only Senate, and 
when? 

Answer unanimous. Congress oa the 17th of October. 
A Pmrlewietion to Isene, a eopy to be endoeed to every 
member in a letter from the Secretary of State men- 
tioniog that the call three weeks earlier than they bad 
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tscd WM rendered necemry by the treaty, and urging 
A pu D clm l st te udM i i oc on thit fint dfty« 

The tubstance of the treaty to be flieile ptddk; but lot 
the treaty Itself 

The Secretary of State to write to our Consul at New 
QrffiMH^ com BiMMicathn tbe nhelaiice of the treaty atid 
editaf his attention to the paUic property transferred 
to us, and to archives, papers and documents rektive 
to domain and sovereignty of Louittana and its de- 
pendendfet. If en order ihoidd come for immediate 
poeicMioii, dbect Oufeiuof Cteybociie to go end take 

possession and act as Governor and Intendant under the 
Spanish laws, having everything to go on as heretofore, 
only iiimaelf perfonaing functioim of Governor and 
Intendeat, but meUof w> indovationi, nor dolBf e 
tingle act which will beer |Mttp0oing. 

Order down two or mor? companies from Fort Adnms 
and get the Spanish troops off as soon as possible. Write 
to thrbgstott tad lf<Miroe, approving thdr having 
Inelcd §et toiddAiia and the twin given, and to say we 
know of oo reason to doubt ratification of tlie whole. 
Mr. Gallatin disapproves of this last as committing our- 
selves or the Congress. All the other points unanimous. 

BdwAfd Uvjnipdott to be teowved Irmb the ofloe of 
Altntiiey for tbe United Stotoi to New York for idelvtie- 
etiott. 

Mr. Madison not |»etetit at this last determination. 

Uoctroe to be instaicted to endeavor to pwcheae both 
Moftdes if be Mn, Weel If ke cannot But et the prieet 
before agreed upon, but if neither can be procured, then 
to stipulate a plenary right to use all the rivers rising 
within our limits and passing through theirs. If he 
Aould not be gone to Madrid leave It dlsciettonary in 
kirn to |o tkcm, or to Londoo or toetoy At fitii ei dr* 
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cumstAHces shall appear to him to require. We are 
iDOfc iadiScfcnt ftbont fiteniiif the pntcliMe of the 
Floridai^ became of the money vve hftve to provide for 
Louidaiia. and bccaiite «pe thank they eaanot fail to fall 
into our hands. 

0€to^m 4. Pietcat Secietatiet of St»t^ Trtumy, 
War. 

Will it be advisable for forcible possession of New 
Orleans to be taken, if refused. Unanimous, it wiU. 
Should we now prepare force so as to have it ready the 
Moment Congfleio ottthorim it? Uaaainoiia, it wOL 

What force? Pour hundred regulars from Port 
Adams, 100 regulars from Chickasaw Bluffs and Afaxrac, 
600 militia of Htsatsu^ territory, boatmen and sailon. 

D§99mbtr ISIh, 1S08. The neverend Mr. Cofto of 

New Bnghmd, who Is now here soliciting doncitiuna for 
a college in Greene county, in Tennessee, telU me that 
when he hrst determined to engage in this enterprise, 
he wrote a popcr reconunendatory of the enterprise, 
wiiicli he SMont to fet tigiied by dergyoMit, and a aiml' 
lar one for persons in a civil character, at the head of 
which he wished Mr. Adams to put his name, he being 
then President* and the apphcation going only for his 
aaiiie» *ad not lora doutioo. Mr. AduaM, after read- 
inf the paper and coosiderhig, said "he saw no poisl 
blitiy of continuing the union of the States; that their 
dissolution must necessarily take place; that he there- 
fore saw no propriety in recommending to New Gng- 
tend mctt to promote a literary iBstitutloB in the 
South; that it was in fact givtnf strength to those 
wlio were to be their enemies; and, tiicrefor^ be would 
have nothing to do with it." 
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D4cf mIct ZUL After dfOBcr to-day* tht iMmplilel 

Ml ^ eoodttct of Colonel Burr being the subject of con* 
versa tion, Matthew Lyon noticed the insinuations 
ag«iiwt the republicans at Washington, pending the 
P w i himH i l deetioii, and guiMfiied his wish that every- 
thhig WM epokeil cmt which wu haown; that it would 
then appear on which side there was a bidding for votes, 
and he declared that John Brown of Rhode Island, urg- 
ing him to vote for Colonel Burr, used these words: 
"Wlwt ie it you mut, Cdmd Lyosl It It oOee, ii H 
money? Only My wtMl yoa want, mm! ywt iliall iw«» 
It" 



/MHMry ad. 1804. Celbiiel Hilfllibani of ttaaHelM- 

setts, reminding me of a letter he had written me from 
Philadelphia, pendini? the Presidential election, sayt 
he did not therein give the details. That he was in 
eompany ai PUla^ptda witih Oolood Burr aad Ocn. 
Satii Snifli, (when the latter took his trip there to 

meet Burr, and obtained the famous letter from him), 
that in the course of the conversation on 
the election, Colonel Burr said, "we must have 
a Prcridcat, and a eoaitltiitkaal ooe^ in tone way." 
"How is it to be done," says Hltdibttrn; "Mr. Jeffertoa'i 
friends will not quit him, and hb enemies are not strong 
enough to carry another." "Why," says Burr, "our 
frloidt laint Join the fedemliits. and give the Frealdent'* 
thft next mornfaif at fareakfoal, Oolond Bmr r^ated 
nearly the same, saying, "we cannot be without a Presi- 
dent, our friends must Join the federal vote." "But," 
says Hitchburn, "we shall then be without a Vice-Presi- 
dcBt;wtolitobeoarVlee-FMidentr Ooloael Batr 
aMmd» *'llr. Jcffenon.*' 
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January 2Qth. Colooel Burr, the Vke-Pnsideiit, calls 
on mt in the evening, having previously aiked an oppor- 
tonity ot converuiig with me. He bcfui by recapitu* 
litkif Maintfiiy, thtt lie lutd cone to New Yoilt m 
•daagcr, lome yean ago; that he found the couatcy in 
possession of two rich families (the Livingstons and 
CUntoDs); that his punraits were not poiitical, and be 
meddled not. When the crisis, however, of 1800 came 
eo, they fovBd their tofliienee worn ont, and eoBctted 
Ul eld Willi the peopk. He in| It irifhont any viewt 
of promotion. That his being named as a candidate for 
Vice -President was unexpected by him. He acceded 
to it witfi • tiew to fmuaole 007 iuiie aod adveiwenKiit, 
and fnm a desire to be wtth me, wboae company and 

conversation had always been fascinating to him. That 
since, those great families had btcome hostile to him, 
and had excited the calumnies which 1 had seen pub- 
ydicd. That in this HenOtoo M joined, and had 
even written some of the pieces egeinet Idm. That his 
attachment to me had been sincere, and was still un- 
changed, although coany iittie stories had been carried 
to him, and he supposed to me also, which be despised; 
but tiitt Bt tiif h iwfi rtt tBuit be lecipiocel of ceite to 
exist, and therefore he asked if any change had taken 
place in mine toward him; that he had chosen to have 
this conversation with myself directly, and not through 
foy intmnediite oicnt. Be leninded sw cf n letter 
mitm to him nhont the tine of ebuntiaf the voles, 
(say February, 1801.) mentioning that his election had 
left a chasm in my arrangements; that 1 had lost him 
from my hst in the adxmmstratiou, Ulc. He observed, 
Iw bdieWd it ivoidd be for the inteieat of the lepobllcan 
cense for him to retire; that a dyadvantaeeous schism. 
fwuid othtrH— *^|[| f^-, *-* *^ »^ — *^ 
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would be said he shrank from the public sentence, which 

tievtr innild do; thtt his ciiemies weic 
to destroy him, and somethliif wu neccasaty from me 
to prevent and depn%'p them of that weapon, some mark 
of favor from me which would declare to the world that 
Ik tdlvcd witii nty coBfldence. 

I answend fay iCCftpitulating to him what had been 
my conduct previous tn the election of 1800. That I 
had never interfered directly or indirectly with my 
friends or any others, to hifltienoe the dection either 
lor him or myaelt; thnt I c onri dc r ed It as my duty to he 
merely passive, except that, in Virginia, I had taken 
some measures to procure for him the unanimous vote of 
that State, becatue I thought any failure there might 
helmfKitedtome. ThnthitiiedKtionnowGomhigoa, 
I was otMervIng the sane conduct, held nofionndls wilJi 
acybody respecting it, nor suffered any one to speak 
to me on the subject, believing it my duty to leave my 
self to the free discusdon of the public; thst I donot ftt 
this moment Imow, nor tun^ ever heard, who were to 
be proposed as candidates for the public choice, except 
K) far as could be lathered from the newspapers. That 
as to the attack excited against him in the newspapers, 
I had notictd It h«t ai the fMssinf ffind; that t had seen 
complaints that Cheetham, employed in publishhif the 
laws, should be permitted to eat the public bread and 
abuse its second officer; that as to this, the publishers 
of the laws were appointed by the Secretary of the State, 
without any nference to nm; that to make the notiea , 
general, it was often given to one republican and one 
federal printer of the same place; that these federal 
printers did not in the least intermit their abuse of me, 
HuMiih feeeivjji|^ emoltmenta from the noveiiimciita 
and that I had never thomlit It jitoper to Interfere tor 
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myself, and ctUMeqiittitly not in ttut esse of the li^oe- 

President. That as to the letter he referred to, I reineni> 
bered it, and believed he had only mistaken the date at 
which it was written; that I thought it must have been 
on the first notice of the event of the elcctiou of ^uth 
Caffplma; oad tl»t I had tahfn that occaskm to mentaoo 
to hilil« that I had intended to have proposed to him 
one of the great offices, if he had not been elected; but 
that his election in giving him a higher station had de- 
prived me of his aid in the administration. The letter 
attttded to was, in fact, mine to him of December 16th, 
1800. I now went on to explain to him verlMlly, what 
I meant by saying I had lost him from my list. That 
in General Washington's time, it had been signified to 
him that Mr. Adams, the Viee-Ptesident, would be glad of 
a forasn embassy; that Geneml Washbigton mentioned 
it to me, expressed his dottbts whether Mr. Adams was a 
fit character for such an office, and his still greater doubts, 
indeed his'convictioa, that it would not be justifiable to 
send away the peison who, in case of his death, was pro- 
vided by the constittttio& to take his piaoei that it would 
moreover appear indecent for him to be disposing of 
the public trusts, in apparently buying oflF a competitor 
for the public favor. 1 concurred with him in the opin- 
ion, and. if I icooifcct rightly, Hamilton, Knoac. and 
Bandoiph were consulted and gave the same opinions. 
That when Mr. Adams came to the administration, in 
his first interview with me, be mentioned the necessity 
of a mission to France, and how dc&irabk it would have 
been to him if he could have got me to undertalte it; 
but that lie conceived it would be wrong in him to send 
me away, and assigned the same reasons Geneml Wash- 
ington had done; and therefore, he sliould appoint Mr. 
idadibou, tkc. That I had mystlL contemplated his 
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(Cotonel Btift's) appointtnent to one of the great olBeM, 
ill cue he was not elceted Vtee-PreaideDt ; but that as 

•joon as that elpction was known, I saw it could not be 
done, for tlie good reasons which had led Gen. Wasliing- 
ton and Mr. Adama to the same conclusion: and there- 
fove, ia my fiist letter to Cdonel Biiir» after llie Issue was 
known, I had mentioned to him that a chasm in my 
arrangements had been produced by this event. I was 
thus particular in rectifying the date of this letter, be- 
cause H gave me an opportunity of explaining tlie 
gionads on wlildi It was written, which were. Indirectly, 
an ar'Jwer to his present hints. He left the mntter with 
niP for t onsideration, and the conversation was turned 
to indifferent subjects. I should here notice, that 
Cotonel Burr most have thought that I eoold swallow 
strong things in my own favor, when he foun4ed his 
arqTMPScence in the nntnination as Vicp-Prp^ir!ent, to his 
desire of promoting my honor, the being with rae, whose 
company and conversation had always been fascinating 
with him, Ac. I had never seen Colondi Burr till he came 
as a member of Senate. His conduct very soon inspired 
me with distrust. 1 habitually cautioned Mr. Madison 
against trusting him too much. I saw afterwards, thajt 
tmder General Washington's and Mr. Adams's adminis- 
trations, whenever a great military appointment or a 
diplomatic one was to be made, he came post to Phila- 
delphia to show himself, and in fact that he was always 
at market, if they had wanted him. He was indeed told by 
Dayton in 1800, he might be SecreUry at War; but this 
hid was too late. His election as VIce^Fkesideot was 

then foreseen. With these impressions of Colonel 
Burr, there nevrr hnd hffn nn intimacy between us, and 
but little aKociation. When I destined him for a high 
Appointment, it was out of lespeet for the favor he had 
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obCaioed with tbe rqnAlieaa party, by hk extimofdi- 
navy escvtions «ad niGccnes in the New Yoric dection in 

im 

F<^. 14. 1804. Tttaeat the fonr Secretaries and Attor- 
ney General. 

It 15 agreed we shtill consider the settlement on the 
Mining from Iberville up to our Une, as our territory as 
to importations and exportations throti|[h the Mississippi 
malting Baton lUnige a port of delivery. So abo aa to 
what shall come through Pontchartrain that the Militic 
of Colour shall be confirmed in their ports and treated 
favorabiy till a better setlkd state of things siiall per- 
mit us to let them n^lect themselves. 

That an intimation shall be given by Claybome to 
Morales that his continuance in that territory ii not 
approved by the Government. 

That the remaining Spanish troops shall be desired to 

■ ■.a a ■ 

That Port ^todlfait shall be a port of entry. That 
Monroe shall be instructed to negotiate as to our lines 
with Spain, and the extension of territory. 

Baatward, vis: L-^Tb the Ferdida 2.-^To Apal- 
addoola. 8.— iUl Bast Florida. That according to the 
greater or less extent he may give of the following equiva- 
lents. I. Relinquish our right from the Rio Bravo, 
eastwardly towards the Mexican river. 2. Stipulate 
that a band of comitry of given breadth shall be estab- 
lished between our white settlements to be unsettled by 
either party for a term of years 3 One million dol- 
lars. As to Stevens's accounts, opinions seem not to be 
satisfactorily formed except by Mr. Gallatin that there 
is no fund applicable, and Mr. Madison that the foreign 
Inteitottise fund is appIicahla;withtliish»tIoaiieiir. 
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May 26. Present the Secretaries and Attorney Gen- 
end. What tenns of peace with Tripoli dull be agt«ed 

to? If successful, insist on their delivering; up men with- 
out ransom, and re-establishing old treaty without pay- 
ing anything. If unsuccessful, rather than have to con- 
tiniw the war> agfce to gtv« SOOdoUats amanChaviiif 
first deducted for the prisoners we have taken) and the 
sum in gross and tribute before agreed on ShaU nnv- 
thing befiunished to the £x-Basliaw to engage co-opera- 
tion? Vinanhnottsly 20,000 doHBts. Whether we thall 
prohibit our merchant vesKb from arming to force a 
trade in St. Domingo ta requested by Pichon? Unani- 
mously not. 

Oct 8, 1804. IV e acMt the foitr Secretaries. Ymjo's 

and C. PinckneyN communications submitted. 

Cevallos' first condition as to giving time for com- 
mencement of commission. All agree we may fix a day 
frith Yrujo not exceeding 6 oumtts hence, say nothing 
whidi 'shall weaken oar daims under the sixth article 
and repeat the explanation of the fourth and eleven tfi 
articles of the Act of Con^res"? fllrendy given him and 
communicate the Act of the President dcfming the dis- 
trict. 

A letter to be written to Yrujo on the impropriety of 
.his publishing his letter to the Secretary of State. 



yon. St I80f». Indian affairs. 
Sac murderer. Pardon him. 
Osagss. Their mill to be built. 
The seceders under Lc ^rande piste: persasn— nof 
foice, 
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Sioux. Sacs, Ayouas (lowas). Receive their visit. 

Commerce forts at Chickago and mouth of Ouisconsing 
to ]iKvt. iateriopcrt witli natkmi faordeting on vm, the 
U. S. to carry it on. With disUnt naUoos let Individ* 
uab. 

License none but natives of American territory. 
Permit no liquor. 

Chamber'a Idcn m to Choctnwa of annl. paimt. In 

lands. 

Little Turtle. Let a joint right to lands be proved 
and we will pay. 
Tripoli. 

New instrnts. Not to give a dollar for peace. 

If the enterprise in the spring does not produce peace 
and delivery ot prisoners, ransom them. 

O. Britain— oouotervan their duty on e^rts by 
icfu^ng entry to merchandiae which haa pd. a greater 
export duty comiog here, than would have been paid 
going to any other for'n country. Countervail their 
prohbn to our vessels to carry our produce to their 
possns by not perniittg their veasds to do it after tlie 
21at of May. 1805. 

Gov. Harrison's ire Dec. 14. Property stolen by 
Indus. 

Azrears to be pd. by publie. 

Hawkiw Do. Dec. 16. Road thro Credcs to N. O. 

^Molsh alarm and propoans to Indians. 

Feb. 21. Spanish movemeuts to Adais, etc. Lauana, 
San Antonio. Turner to Claibome, Gados, Ptsunics, send 
factory immediately. Court them. 

Bayou Pierre, Spanish settlement on Red River, 70 
miles above Natchitoches. Lanana, 40 miles from 
Mactchitocbct. 
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Spaniards liave taktn post ttere— Ga« Galvo and Mt 

piard to retire. 
Loui'^innn bank. 

Mounted infanlry to scour disputed country. 
CUhotHm to liave interview witli Ooveroor of tVxaa. 
Casacahro? 

Matta Gardo. Two Spatiish regiments to be estab- 
lished there, (i. e. Bay of St. Bernard). 

Cavalry and infantry from Mexico expected at St. 
Antonio. 

A Governor with 3,000 men coming to Nacogdm^hes. . 

The present G>niniandant of Nacofdodies to take 
post at Adais. 

l^ven bnndM Semiooles imrHed to Pensaoola 
Governor. 

Tbrrr rcf^imrnts of 1500 men enrh expected from 
Havana for Pensacol.n, Mobile and Plat R. and 200,000 
cavalry. Forts to be at Pascagoula and P<^arl rivers. 

One thousand famUiea nnder the present governor of 
SL Antonio to come to Adais. 

An officer and 100 dragoons have been taking a sur- 
vey of Rio Guadaloupe. 

I>bur regiments ordered for the frontier. (NaiDor* 
dodies). 

Chnmbr r'5 letter. The vSpanish dttUeS at Mobik to lie 
submitted to till further orders. 
Choctaws. Nannahubba island is ours. 

Jidf S, 1805. Present the four Secretaries. Priva- 
teers arc now blockading Charlestown, the raprs of 
Chesapeake and Delaware and capturing vessels with- 
out the smallest pretext, mevdy because they are ridi. 

It is determined by unanimous consent (except Mr. 
Galktin who dissents) that the vessels befaig some with- 
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out oonunlMdoiii, •one wifh iamffidettt oommiaBioiia 

and some doing what their commissions do not warrant 
all of which is within the definition of piracy and the 
Act of Congress authoriiing us to keep 6 frigates in com- 
minion in time ol pcMe widi two-thirds their ordinary 
compfemcttt, and liavnag nnthoriaed tbe btdlding. equip- 
ping, etc., of two brigs without confining them to spe- 
cific objects, we are authorized from this force to take 
what may be necessary to suppress these piracies, and, 
aocordingly, thnt the Adens and tin litig Hdmet, build- 
inr at Beltimore, tfwU be gotten leedy end eent out end 
confined ertirely to the suppression of these^irades on 
our Atlantic Coast, choosing prudcot officers and giving 
cautious instructions. 

Tlieie ate Inada inflteient and icgularly appropriated 
fo the fitting out, but, for manning, tiie firoper funda^ 
are already exhausted. Consequently we must borrow 
from other funds, and state the matter to Congress. 
Our general opinion is that as soundings on our coast 
ccaae at the beginning of the gulf stnam. we ought to 
endeavor to aaMinie all the watere within the gulf atream 
as our waters so far aa to cxchwle privateera Irani hover- 
ing within them. 

UTev. 12, 1805. Fkcaent the four Seevetaries. nib)ect 
Spanish affairs. 

The extension of the war in Hiirope leaving us with- 
out danger of a sudden fxace, pnvin^ \is of the chnnce 
of an ally, I proposal] that we should address ouri>eives 
to France inforiniog her that it waa a laat effort at 
amicable settlement with Spain, and offer to her or 
through her; 1. A SUm of money for the rights of Spain 
east of Iberville, say the Floridas 2 To cede the part 
pf Louisiana from the Rio Bravo to the Guadaioupe. 3. 
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Spain to pay wittda a certain time spollationa under her 
own flag agreed to by the convention (which we guess to 

be 100 vessels worth 2.000,000 dollars) arid those sub- 
sequent (worth as much more) and to hypothecate to us 
for those payments the country from Guadaloupe to Rio 
A Btavo. 

Armstrong to be employed. The first was to be the 
exciting motive with France, to whom Spain is in arrears 
for subsidies, and who will be glad also to secure us from 
gdnf into tbe icale of Bngland. The eecond tlie toolh- 
ing motive with Spain which Prance ffoitld press bona 
fide because she claimed to the T^in Bravo. The third 
to quiet our merchants — it whs agreed to unanimously 
and the sum to be offered fixed not to exceed five million 
doHan. 

Mr. Gallatin did not lUce purchasing Florida under an 
apprehension of war, lest wr should be tliou^ht in fact to 
purchase peace. Wc th might this overwcighcd by tak- 
ing advantage of an opportunity, which might not occur 
again, of gettteg a ooimtry essential to onr peaoe» and to 
the sectuity of the commerce of the Mississippi. It fvas 
a^rccrl thnt Yrujo should be sounded through Dalla*? as 
to whether he is not going away, and if not, he should be 
made to miderstand that his preaoiee at Washington, 
win not be agieaable and that his departuve is expected. 

Casacalvo, Morales and all the Spanish officers at New 
Orleans are to be desired to def>firt, with s discretion to 
Claybome to let any friendly ones remain who will re- 
sign and become dtfietis; as also women receiving pen* 
siotts to remain if tliey ehoose. 

Nov. 19. Present the same 

Since our last meeting we have received a letter from 
General Armstrong containing Talleyrand's proposi- 
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lions, which are equivalent tu oui:i nearly, except &s to 
tlie Mini, he requiring 7,000»000 dollars. 

HcadviMt tint we alarm the fears of Spain by a vigor- 
ous language and conduct, in order to induce her to join 
us in appealing to the interference of the Emperor. We 
now agree to modify our propositions so as to accomo- 
dftte fhem to his fts mitdi «s poMible. We agree to pey 
5,000,000 dollars for the Floridas as soon as the treaty 
is ratified by Spain, n vote of credit obtained from Con- 
gress and orders delivered us for the surrender of the 
country. 

We agree to his proiMaition that the Colomdo shall be 

our Western boundary, and a belt of 30 leagues on each 
side of it to be kept unsettled We agree that joint 
comnnssioners shall settle ail spoliations and to take 
payment from Spain by bills on her colonies. We agree 

, to say Bothing about the French spoUations in Spanish 
ports which broke off the former convention. We pro* 
pose to pay the 5,000,000 dollars after a simple vote of 
credit, by stock redeemable in three years, within which 
time we can pay it. 

j' We agree to orders to the oommandlng officer at 
Natfihitoches to paUol the country on thfa shb the Sa* 
bine and all the Red river as being in our possession, 
except the settlement of Bayou Pierre which he js not 
to disturb unless they become aggressive. Re is to i»o« 
tect our dtisens and repel all invasions of the pceoedlng 
country by Spanish soldiers, to take all offenders with- 
out shedding blood unless his orders cannot otherwise 
be executed. 



Mar. 5, 1806. For particular instructions to Arm- 
Strong and Bowdoin relative to the purchase of the 
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Floridas from Spain, see iny letter of this day to Mr. 

Mnr 14 Present the four heads of departments and 
the Attorney General. 

TuiiiB.— A letter received from their ambasMdm' here, 
rejectittg the offer of the return of the cruiser tah«li — 

inchldinf the blockade of Tripnli, or 1000 d liars, making 
vague demands and threatening war in direct term'?. 
Unanimous opinion that he be answered that we do 
iiothtag tinder threats, and that he ntist take them back, 
or end n^otiation with him and send either our Consul 
or Commodore to bis sovereign to know if he means 
war. We further aiR^reed that if he should take jback 
hk threats, m migiiL agree to restore himthecruUer 
taken In as good state as when taken and the two priMS^ 
which were almost nothing in value, if they were still 
in our hands, or if not, then a vessel of equal value to be 
bought. Presents are proposed to be made equal in 
vahie to those he bronsht. 

Tripoli. — We do not know that the family of the Ex- 
Bashaw i?? yet given up. Shall he restore the blockade 
till it is done? Unanimously, No. That would bean act 
of war to whhih Coofress atone fo competent. Lei It 
he given in charge to the Consul who is going to press 
the surrender of the famih' with firgrnrv, to let it he 
plainly understood we will not rctitp from tlic fulfillment 
of that article of the treaty and ii it is not done, we may 
lay it before Congress at the iieict session when we can 
better spare gunboats than now. 

Spain. — It is understood that if Spain will not sell the 
Floridas, we may agree to the Sabine and Perdido as 
the oltimatttm of boundary, with all the waters of 
tte MisBlssipiii. 
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ttlf klid. — Mr* Pinckney of Maryland is approved as 
a special missionary to England and also to succeed 
lf<mroe. It seems to be the aentimeni, though 00 
question iPM takMi, tint wt nay cater into tieftty with 
^t^"^j tbe fliim pf wliidi diould be to tettk neutnl 
rights, not insisting on the prindple of free ships, free 
goods, and modifying her new principles of the "accus- 
tomed trade' so as to give up the direct and keep the 
indirect commegce between coloidet aad their jnetvop* 
oliii restrainiag inpRSSments of seamen to her own dt* 
izens in her own ports, and giving her in commerce the 
rights of the most favored nations without entering into 
details. Bndcniror to get a relinqtiiAinent of her right 
of conuneroe with our Indians, or insist on security for 
our fieople trading with hers. Endeavor abo to cachade 
hostilities within the gulf stream 

Agreed that Colonel Smith, surveyor of New Vork, 
ought to be removed and Peter A. Schenk appointed. 

That Diptain Rogczs ought to return from the Medi* 
terranean so as not to mark hian, and James Baitoo 
be sent to command there 

Apr. 14. Present, all tlie Ueads ol departments. The 
, nMssage of this day to both houses respecting T^tais 
was 6ubmiucd to them, and approved by all of them 
except Mr. Gallatin who would rather no communica- 
tion on the subject should be made. However he sug- 
gested several alterations in tl^ message, which were 

Information being reodved that the Spaniasds pro- 
hibit oiu* vessels passing up the Mobile, | proposed for 
their consideration whether I should communicate it to 
Congress. We were all against It txaept Mr. Madfaon 
and Genersl Dearbonie, who rather ksncd lo a com* 
innnicatjpn bwt sceyaesQ cd . Tb^'Baioasa|^ahisti(wef( 



tiiBt It would Open anew the tloices of inveethre which 
hul latdy been uttered there* the ktenen of tlie period, 

Congress being to adjourn in seven days, the impossi- 
bility of their administering a remedy in that time and 
the hope that we might get along till we could hear 
fioni Paris. 

April ]5{h, 1806. About a month ago, Colonel Burr 
called on me and entered into a conversation, in • 
wiiicii lie mentioned, that a little before my com- 
int offlee» I had utttten to him • letter iutlna- 
ting that I had destined him for a high employ, had he 
not been placed by the people in a different one; that 
he had signified his wilUngness to rerign as Vice-President 
to give ahl to the administration ia any other place; 
tlmt he had never isked mn office, however; he ufced 
aid of nobody, but could walk on his own legs and take 
care of himself; that I had always used him with po- 
liteness, but nothing more; that he aided in bringing 
on the ptcsentocdcr^ things; that he had Mpiiorted tin 
tdmittiittntioa; and that he ooiild do mt rnndi liim; 
he wished, however, to be on different gjound; he was 
now disenfflj^cd from all particular business — willing to 
engage in something — should be in town some days, if I 
dieald iMrt anjrtbing to propose to him. X oheerved to 
liim, titat I had always been sensible that he posMSsed 
tnlents which TTii;^ht be emploved greatly to the advan- 
tage of the public, and that as to myself, I had a con- 
fidence that if he were employed, he would use his talents 
iot the pobHc good; but tlmt he mnat be acndble tbe 
public had witlidr<%wn their confidence from li]m» and 
that in a government like ours it W9<? necessary to em- 
brace in its administration as great a mass of public con- 
idence as posnble, by employing those who had 
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a diantcter witli the paUk^ of fhdr own, and not loeiely 

ft secondary one through tht taeeutive. He observed^ 
that if we believed a few newspapers, it might be sup- 
posed be bad lost the public confidence, but that 1 knew 
tow ttaiy it was to engage newspapers in anytldng. I 
observed, that I did not refer to that kind of evidence of 
his having lost the public confidence, but to the late 
Presidential election, when, though in possession of the 
office of Vice-President, there was not a single voice 
heard for his retaining it That as to any luum he could 
do me, I knew no cause why he Slionld desire it, but, at 
the same time, I feared no injury which any man could 
do me; that I never had done a single act, or been con- 
cerned la any tianssction, whidi I feared to have fully 
laid open, or whidi could do me any hurt, if truly stated; 
that I had never done a single thing with a view to my 
personal interest, or that of any friend, or with any other 
view than that of the greatest public good; that, there- 
fore, no threat or fear on that head would ever be a 
motive of action with me. He has continued in town 
to tiiis time; dined with me this day week, and called on 
me to take leave two or three days ago. 

1 did not commjt^ these thinirs to writing at the tiff e. 
bdTl Uo it now, because in a suit I^^ITttT ^mmI 
CITeeth amT^he has HaH a p^gitinn nf Xfr , Bavar d 
take n, which seems to h ave no r^latjon to th e suit, nor 
tn any ^thor ^hjp ct t^n to Calumniate m e. Eayard 
pretends to have addreseed to me, dnitng the pending 
of the fteiidentia] election in February, 1801, through 
General Samuel Smith, certain conditions on which my 
election might be obtained, and that General Smith, after 
conversing with me, gave answers from me. This is ab- 
solutely Islse. No puoposltioa of any kind was ever 
made to me on that ocrasion by General Smith, nor any 
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•ittwcr anfhorlscd by me. And fids fact Geaenl Smith ' 
affirms at this moment. 

For some matters connected with this, srp my notes 
of February 12th and 14th, 1801, made at the moment. 
But the following transactions took place about the same 
timet that is to any, while tlie Ptesidentia] election was 
in suspense in Congress, which, though I did not enter 
at the time, they made such an impression on my mind 
that they are now as fresh, as to their principal circum- 
stances, as if they had happened yesterday. Coming 
out of tile Senate dumber one day, I found Oonverneor 
Konis on the steps. He stopped me, and began a con- 
versation on the strange and portentous state of things 
then existing, and went on to observe, that the reasons 
why the minority of States was so opposed to my befall 
elected, were» that they a p ptd wa ded that i, I would 
turn all federalists out of office ; 2, put down the navy; 
3, wipe off the public debt, and 4* ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ • * 

That I need only to declare, or authorize my friends 
to declare, that I wotdd not take these steps, and in- 
staatly the event of the election would be fixed. I totd 
him, that I should leave the world to judge of the course 
I meant to pursue by that which I had pursued hitherto, 
believing it to be my duty to be passive and silent during 
the present seene; that I should certainly main no terms; 
should never go Into the office of Flesldent by eapitu* 
lation, nor with my hands tied by any condition?? which 
should hinder me from pursuing the measures which I 
should deem for the public good. It was understood 
that Gottvemenr Mwris had entirely the dlrectiolt of the 
vote of Lewis Morris of Vermont, who, by coming over 
to Matthew Lyon, would have added another vote, and 
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decided the ekctioQ. About tbe aftme time, I called on 
Mr Adams. We conversed on the state of things. I 
observed to him, that a very dangerous experiment was 
then in contemplation, to defeat tlie Fresideiitial dec* 
tioo by an act of CMgnw dAdariof tlie rig^t of the Sen- 
ate to name a President of the Senate, to devolve on him 
the government during any interregnum; that such a 
measure would probably produce resistance by force* 
and iocalcnable oooaeqnences, whieb it vould be in hit 
power to prevent hj nq;ativing such an act. He seemed 
to think such an act justifiable, and observed, it was in 
my power to fix the election by a word in an instant, by 
declaring i would not turn out the federal officers, nor 
put down the navy, nor sponge the national debt. Find- 
bag bit mind made up as to the usurpation of the flOV- 
cnunent by the President of the Senate, I urged it no 
farther, observed the world must judge as to myself 
of the ftitnre by the past, and turned the conversation to 
aonctbing eiae. About the same timer Diright Foster of 
Massachusetts called on me in my room one night, and 
went into a very long conversation on the state of affairs, 
the dntt oi which was to let me understand, that the 
leass abofve mentioned were tiie oidy obitacle to my 
ckction, to all of which I avoided fftviDg any ansner 
the one way or the other. From this moment he became 
most bitterly and personally opposed to me, and so has 
ever continued. I do not recollect that I ever liad any 
particular conTcraatioo with General Samuel Smith on 
this Subject. Very possibly I had, as the general sub- 
ject and al! its parts were the constant themes of con- 
versation la the private tele a ietes with our iriends. 
But certain I am, tliat neither be nor any other repubii* 
can ever uttered the meet distant hint to me about 
•nbmitttng to any condition^, or giving any afraianoea 
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to anybody; aad ttill more certamly, wu ncitlier he nor 
any other person ever ftuthotiaed by me to My wfaet I 
would or would not do. 

See a very exact ■tatemeiit of Bayard's oonduct on 
that ooeerioa In • fiiece amonr my notee of 1801 itliicli 
was published by G. Granger, with some alterations, 
in the papers of the day under the signature ol * * * 

AptU 2ft. Pretent all tbe uiembeis of the Cabtert. 
AXL the artidea <rf a treaty, in marimo and minimo were 

agreed to without a single disstnt on nny article! the 

former Instructions of Monroe were made the ground 
work. 

It was proposed to eonalder whether any meaautei 
should be taken under the Act for detachinf 100,000 

militia. It was agrppf! not on the following grotiriffs: 
1. It would spread considerable alarm through the 
country. 2. If New Orleans (the only place at which 
dangerfeapprdiended)be really attacked^snooorfrom this 
Act is doubtful, if not desperate. 3. The language of 
Spain is entirely pacific according to the last letters from 
Erving. 4. Were she disposed to send troops across 
the Atlantic, die could not do it in the present postnta 
of thii^ on the ocean. 6. At Havana they have 
scarcely any troops — certainly none to spare; at Pensa- 
cola and Mobile about 600; Baton Rouge, 170. 6. In 
New Orleans we have 200, and in the vicinities, which 
may be dnwa there hi a few days, 1000 moie. The 
ndlitte of New Orleans may be oonnted on from 600 to 
1000, and the seamen about as many more; so that an 
eCFective force of about 3000 mav be relied on. We con- 
clude therefore to adopt the following measures: 
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1. The gunboats (eight in number) up the Ohio not 
being ready, order the two bomb vessels and two gun- 
boats built by Commodore Preble to proceed immedi- 
ately to Ctwrlatoo, ttnttt take gmbMt No. 1 and go on ; 
the three gunboats to Lake Pontcbartxain, and the two 
bombs to New Orleans, where the men and stores for 
them have been some time arrived Tlie rest of the gun- 
boats from the Mediterranean being daily expected at 
CbarieitoB or SftTaiuia, if they anive bcfote tlieee fiom 
the Ohio come down, order four to New Orleans, because 
we consider six for the Mississippi, and three for the 
lakes sufficient; and w})cn the Ohio boat? come down 
the surplus may be bruughi oR to the Atlantic ports. 
Hie gun boats are depended on to guard the penage 
dtfOUgh the lakes from the quarter of Mobile, to guard 
the entrance of the mouth of the river from the sea, 
and to guard the crossing^ of it at the Acjidian settlement 
should troops approach Irom Nacogdoches and west- 
ward across the Cfaataleya along the road to the Acadian 
settlement. 

2. Block houses and other defensive works are im- 
mediately to be prepared on the neck of land along which 
the approach lays from Baton Rouge and Manshac; 
at Port St. Jean and the most advantageous defiles on 
the approaches from the Eastward; the troops remain- 
ing in the vidnities, as at present, oa acoount of their 
health. 

3. The militia of New Orleans, Tombigbee and 
Natches to be kept in readiness, those of New Orleans 

for its own defense, those of Tombigbee to seize Mobile 
or Pensacola, if their garrisons be drawn off to New 
Orleans or to follow on their rear; aud those of Natchez 
to take Baton Rouge, if the garrison be drawn, or to fol- 
low and cut <df their retreat. 
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There wu no dissent to any aftide this plan. 

May 1. Present tbe four Head'? of departments. A 
letter from the Mayor of N. Y., complaining of the mur- 
der lately eommitted, and the ties|Mases by the Ltandtt^ 
Cambrain and Driver, and aiiking for a naval force, also 

the deposition? nf Pierce, and . It was considered 

that the laws had made an establishment of 900 men for 
the Navy in peace, with powei* to employ them In any 
vessels we thought proper; that these might man three 

fngntp<;; fha\ if it would have bcrn thought proper with 
three frigates to attack and drive off these three British 
vessels, yet that two of Uie three were absent in the 
Mediterranean, and the thhnd hove down; the latter not 
to be in readiness under a month, and one of the former 
toot possible to be called home under five months; that 
for so distant and uncertain an effect the defence of our 
commeroe in the Mediterranean ought not to be aband- 
oned; that our gunboats were not as yet in place to be 
stationed in New York; and that thcTefi re no force of 
either of these descriptions were within our power. It 
was thought proper therefore to recommend a regular 
inosecutioli of the murder by the State Cotvts erf N. Y.t 
or N. J., if within their jurisdictioa, or, if out of It, then 
by the District Court of the U. S., and to issue a procla- 
Inatioa for apprehending Henry (?) Whitby, commander 
of tltt LmHder, for the murder, requiring the three ves> 
sda to depart, and interdicthig them, and all other ves- 
sels commanded by the present captains of the Cam- 
brian and Driver from the harbors and waters of the U 
S., and on their failure to depart, or re-entering them, 
to prohibit all intercourse, — see the proclamation which 
was eommunicated and appioved by each of the gen- 
tlemen. In all this there was no difference of opinion, 
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except that General iJearboiii tliought we might bold out 
•ome promiK of naval defence to N. Y. 

On the prosecution of Ogden and Smith for partici- 
pation in Miranda's expedition the defendants and their 
friends, having contrived to make it a government ques- 
tion, in which they mean to have the aduiiuisuaUon 
and the judge tried, aa the culprita, Instead of them- 
•elves. Swartwout, the to whom, in his duel 

with Clinton, Smith was second and is bosom friend 
summoned a panel of jurors, the greater part of which 
wcne of tlM bitterest Federalists, his letter too ooveriog 
to a friend a copy of Aristides, and affiminf that every 
fact in it was true as Holy Writ. Determined unani- 
mously that he be removed. 

July 11. Consultation with the Secretary of the 
Navy, nine gunboats built in tbe U. S.> and two ditto 

bought in the Mediterranean, with two bombs built in 
the U. S , and two ditto bought in the Mediterranean, 
and three of our brigs, etc., are daily expected to arrive 
from tlia lieditetnman; two of tfaa brigs to coins liarei 
and all the other vcsitls to Charleston. As evnythnif 
at New Orleans is now quiet, and therefore not pressing, 
we ccmclude to depend on the eight gunboats built in the 
Ohio to be in New Orleans in time, and to join to these, 
by an ivMnsdtola order, oat of PreUe's gunboats, and 
one of b» bombs; this will make up the nine gunboats 
agreed on Apr. 23 for the Mississippi and Pontchartrain, 
with the addition of the bomb, two of the gunboats at 
Charleston; three shall remain there; three others of 
them, phis No. 1 (not fit for that plaoe), shall go to Nor- 
folk; six otheis of them, plus the other of Preble's gun- 
boats, shall go to New York, one boat only, however, 
is to be kept manned at each place, the rest to be hauled 
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up. FreUe's other bomb, th« fSoor ditto Iran tfie Uedl- 
termneady tnd iU tlw other brigs, ete.i fiom the Ifedi- 
temncan to cone here to be laid out. 

July 19, 1800. ConnilUtioii with the four Heads of 
dcpartnenta. An aanad vena! at NoHblk, llttltif out 

by Cooper to cruise as a Spanish or French privateer, to 
be seized and placed under a course of law; «?bc is com- 
plained of by Mr. Merry; officer to be uidemnified. 
Vrajo-^grecd to do nothht; at yet. Ifr. Itadtioit 
aeetned of a different opinion. 

One g'tinbont to be kept in service at Clirtrlestcn, and 
to act against prj\fateers, under former instructiona, if 
the appropriation will afford it. 

The frigate under CampbeU In the Meditenancaii to 
remain there till next tpriitg. 

Here Gen. Dearborn was called away. 

Swartwout, — if the case versus Ogden and Smith is de- 
termined at the present session he is to be removed im- 
mediately. If it lie* over to anothtr term let him te^ 
maintoiiiother. 

Oei. 22. Preaent the four Heads of Deportmenta. 
The Spaniards hax« mo^d to Bayou Pierre a body of 
1000 or 1900 men, mostly milida, momited, and 800 
regulars are expected to join them. Our regular force 
in the Mississippi and Orleans territories is 631 men at 
Natchitoches, and ordered there from Port Adams 210. 
At New QrleBmi— 240 new feemits arri^ or arriving «t 
Orleans* maldng in all 1061» beiddca 130 at TomUgbea. 
Two Gunboats are at New Orleans (from Ohio) six more 
daily expected from the same quarter Two others 
and two bomb vessels from Boston, are arriving there 
' abbnt thia time, and Gen. Wilkimmi BOD mouatfed 
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men, to secure liis operations if forced to act hostiUy; 
the Acting Governor ol Mississippi offers 260 volunteers 
foTMrvioe on tbe west side of the Mississippi, and MO if 
employed on tbe east side; the Governor of Orleans 
counts on 500 militia from the western countries of his 
territories. Agreed unanimously to require from those 
two territories 600 volunteen, mounted on flieir own 
hones, engogMl to serve six months, and to be in icadi- 
ness when called for by the oommftnding officer of the 
regulars. This under the law of the last session for 
calling out a detachment of militia, and further that 
tbe marines at New Oricans dull do garrison duty there, 
so that tbe 210 men at that place may be moved np to 
Natchitodies; the gunboats to be under tlie ordets of 
the commnading officer. 

During the last session of Congress, Col. Burr, who 
was ber^ finding no hope of being employed In any 
Dqtartmcnt of the Oovemment, opened faJmaeif con- 
fidentially to some ]f>ersons on whom ho thonght he could 
rely, on a scheme of separating the Western from the 
Atlantic States, and erecting the former into an inde- 
pendent Confederacy. He bad b^ore made « tmtr of 
those States, which had excited su^ldons, as every 
motion does of sucli a Catalinarian character. Of his 
haviii^^ made this proposition here we have information 
from Gen. Eaton, through Mr. Ely and Mr. Granger. 
He went off this spring to the Western country. Of his 
movements on his way information has come to the 
Secretary of State and myself, from John Nicholson and 
Mr Williams of the State of N. J , resf)ecting a Mr. 
Tyler, Col. Morgan, Neville and Roberts near Pittsburg, 
and to other dtisens through other channels and the 
newspapers. We are of opinion unanimously that con> 
fidential I^ttMi bs istittea to thn Qamuor af^Qi)l», 
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Indianft, Mississippi and Oifeuu, to the district attoraey 

of Kentuckv, — of Tmnr'^'^cr, — of Loiii'^isnn, to have 
him strictly watched, and on his comnnlting any overt 
act unequivocally, to have him arrested and tried for 
trcMon, niisdetiieaiior» or wliatevcr other ollelice the 
act auiy amount to. And in like manner to arrest and 
try any of his followers commit Hn^: acts against the 
laws. We think it proper also to oi der some of the gun- 
boats lip to Port AdftinSy to stop by force toy passage 
of suspicious persons going down in force. 

Gen. Wilkinson being expressly declared by Burr, to 
Raton, to be engaged with him in this design, as his 
lieutenant, or first in command, and suspicions of in- 
fidelity ifi Wilkinson hdng now become very guoal, a 
question is proposed what is proper to be done as to him, 
on this account as well as for his disobedience of orders 
received by him June 11, at St. Louis, to descend with 
all practicable deqwtdi to New Orleans to mark out 
the siteof ctctaiil defensive worla thci«» and then repair 
to take command at Natchitoohf-p, on which bu'^inrss he 
did not leave St. JUouis till Sep. — consideration ad- 
journed. 

Oct. 24. It is agreed unanimously to call for Captains 
Preble and Decatur to repair to New Orleans by land or 
sea, as they please, there to take command of the force 
on the water, and tfiat the Argns, and two gunboats 
from N. Y., three from Norfolk and two from Charleston 
shall be ordered there, if on a consultation between Mr. 
Gallatin and Mr. Smith the appropriations shall be 
foimd to enable us. That Preble shall, on consultation 
with Governor Clailiome, have great discretionary 
povrcrs Thf.t Hraham shall be sent through Kentuclcy 
on Burr's trail* with discretioaaiy powers to oonsiilt pon- 
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lidaitially with the governors, and to UttA Burr if be 
has made himself liable. He ia to have a commission of 
Governor of Louisiana, and Dr. Browne is to be removed. 
Letters are to be written by post to Gov. daitxune, the 
Oovenior of M iamdppi and CoL Flmnuio, to be on 
their guard against any surprise of our ports or vessels 
by bim. Tlie question as to Gen. Wilkinson postponed 
till Preble's departure, for further iaformation. 

OeL 26. A inail eifived yceterday fram the west- 

ward, and not one word is heard from that quarter of 
any movements by Col. Burr. This total silence of the 
officers of the Government, of the members of Con- 
gress, oS the newspapers proves he is ooniniittlnf no 
overt act egauitt law. We thoefore rescind the de- 

termination to send Preble, Decatur, the Argus, or the 
gunboats, and, instead of them, send oil the marines, 
which are here to reinforce, or lake the place ol the 
fSfifsoo at New Ofieaas, with a view to Spanish opera- 
tion ; and. faurtead of writing to the governors, &c., we 
send Graham on that route with confidential authority 
to enquire into Burr's mo\'emt;nt3, put the governors 
&c on thdr guard, to provide for hia arrest, if neces- 
WHXand to take on hiinself the Ooveminentof touiai- 
aoa. Letters axe stffl to be written to Claiborne^ Aee* 
man and the Governor of Mississippi to be on their 
guard. 

Nat. 6. Prsaent the four Hcada of Departnenta. 
Agreed on inatructiona to Gen. Wilkinaon,— lAicib see. 

Nov. 25. Present at first the four Heads of I>epart- 
nents, but after « while Gen. Dearborn withdrew, un> 
;»B^tB||aii QP* Wkumm to mymM, of 
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October 21, by a confidential officer Smith), show 
Huit ovcfturct have been made to him, wlndi dedde 
that the present object of the combination ]• en ex- 
pedition by scs nr^nmst Vera Cruz; and, by comparing 
the contents of a letter from Cowles Meade to the Secre- 
tary of State with the information from Lt. Smith that 
8 Mr. Swaitwont from N. York, brother of the late 
marshal, had been at Gen. Wilkinson's camp, we are 
satisfied that Swartwout has been the n^^nt through 
whom overtures have been made to Wilkinson. We 
eame to the following determinatioii: that a Proda- 
mation be issued, (see it) and that orders go as follows 
to Pittsburg: If we have a military officer there, write to 
him to be vigilant, in order to discover whether there 
are any preparattom ttaktng, or boats, or anns, or ofber 
militaty stores or means proyiding by any pcfsons 

apninst v,-hom thcrr is reasonable ground to "inspect 
that they have in contemplation a military enterprise 
against any of the territories of Spain (contrary to the 
Slat June 6^ 94. C and to aU^ all bodies of armed 
men who may be anemUed to descend the Ohio under 
drcomatances and appearance*; ?o different from those 
of common emigrants as to induce a reasonable sus- 
picion that tiiey are a part of a eombinallon of persons 
believed to have such an enterprise in view; to have 
them botind to the nfi^FTX'ancr of the peace and good 
behaviour, or to put in a course of legal prosecution, 
according to the strength of the evidence; and for this, 
purpose to call in the aid of the militia ;-~if we have no 
officer there, then write to Gen. Neville — ^Marietta* 
Mr. Callattn i«; to write to the collector to proceed to 
seize the gunboats building in that neighborhood, and 
tuspeeled to be dcdgned for thUi enterprise, and to oall 
in Che aid of the militia. Gen. Dearbma to wtite io 
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Governor TifiRn to furnish a guard of militia sufficient 
for the <jetention of tlie boats, and to write to Gtn. Jack- 
son, supposed to be the General oi the Brigade on the Vir- 
ginto side of the river, to furniib any aid of militia 
wbich may be necessary from the left bank of the rivcr 
—Louisville. Gen Dearborn to write to the Governor 
of Kentucky of the same tenor as to the officer at Pitts- 
burg. — Massac. Gen. Dearborn to give orders to Capt. 
BisaeU off the aaine tenor, and parrtriifaTly to stop armed 
• vessels suspected on good grounds to be proceeding on 
tliis enterprise, and for this purpose to have in readiness 
any boats he can procure, fitted for enabimg him to arrest 
their passage. — Chickaeaw Blnflb. Cive tame orders aa 
to BisKlL— 'Fort Adams. Ditto. — New Orleans. Gen. 
'Wilkinson to direct tlie stations of the armed vessels 
and, if the arrangements with the Spaniards will per- 
mit him to withdraw, let him dispose of his force as be 
thinks best to pnevent any sudi expedition, or any at- 
tempt on New Orleans or any of the posts or military 
stores of the II. S. (He is also to arrest persons coming 
to his camp and propoang a concurrence in any such 
cnfterpriiie, or suspected of being in camp with a view 
to propagate such propontions. This addition is made 
by Gen. Dearborn with my approbation.) 

Dec, 15. See a message agreed on unanimously to fiir^ 
nish money for distressed French. Not sent ; Tuman 

withdrawing request. 

Dec. 16. Present the four Heads of Departments. 
Being informed that the Cambrian, one of the vesseb 
fMoscribed by the Prodamation of Hay last, is in Hamp> 
ton Road.s, we agreed to issue the Frodamation (which 
sec) dated Dec. 20. To write to Generals Matthews and 
WeUs to luraisb militia lor cu.tting off supplieb, and to 
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order the revenue cutters and hoAts, and the ^nbmtS 
ttl NorfollE under Oapt. Decatur to mttend to the 
but first to infomi Mr. AiMue of what is to be done, and 
detain our orders some dnys, to give time for the pffpct 
of Us interference. The papers were to have gone off 
on tlie 30th, but Chat morning he infonned Mr. Madi- 
•on the Cambrian was gone, so our orders and Procla* 
mat inn ^vere suppccsscd. (See the draft of the Ffo* 
damation.) 

Dec. 19. Present the Heads of Departments, (except 
Mr. Gallatin). See an unfinished letter of Dec. 20, to 
Governor Gaibome, containing the sunt of the orders 
acreed to be sent. 



Feb. 2, 1807. Present the Heads of Departments 
and Attorney General. Letters havin;;^ hefn received 
from our ministers in London, of Nov. 11, infonning that 
they were likely to settle satisfactorily the great points 
of Colonial commerce, (indhrect) blodcade. jurisdiction, 
commerce on fnoting genlis amiscissitnae. East India 
ditto on that of j av s treaty, but that the right of taking 
their seamen out of our vessels at sea (which in its e.xer- ' 
cise looir ouri niso) wbnid mi he given up by treaty, 
though moderated in practice, and that our commis- 
sioners meant to condude such an one, I propoaed these 
questions. 

1. — Shall we agree to any treaty yielding the principle 
of our nonimportation Act^ and not securing us 
against impressmeiits? Unanimously not. Because 
it would be yielding the only peaceable instrument 
for coercing all our rights. The points they yield are 
an matteta of rii^t Th^ are points whidi Bona- 
pidie and Akanader irilldnmr in Mtilngat thu iMitjf 
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ci -peace, and ixobably in man ktHtide than Gtent 

Britain would now yield them to us, and our treaty 
would piacv on worse ground, as to them, than wiU be 
settled for Europe. The momeut b favorabie for 
flialdnr a ftand, and they wiU pcobaUjr yUld, and flie 
more probably as their negotiaton had ugreed to an 
article that they would not iniprei.s on the Wgh seas, 
or w any other than their own ports; which had onoe 
bcfoK ptea agreed to witli Mr, Kinf , bnt retracted is 
bodi cases. We hud better liave no treaty tlitn a 
bed one. It will not restore frienddiipb but keep us 
in a state of constant irritation. 
2. — Shall we draw off in hostile attitude, or agree in- 
formally ifcat there shall be an understanding be> 
tween ua that we will act in practice on the very prin- 
ciples proposed by the treaty, (except as to the B. 
India commerce) they defining what breaks the con- 
tinuity of a voyage, blockadca« jarisdlGtion and 
we agreeing to recommend to Congreaa to oootinue 
the supervision of the non-impoftetion. The laat mode 

decided unanimous 
Art 3. — Shall we consult the Senate.'' Uoaiumously not. 
Bad the lat qneation been dadded afflnnativirly thdr 
advice should have baeo asked. Mr. Ifadison waa aol 

satisfied whether we ought not to propose giving up 
the right of employing their seamen at all in our ves> 
ads, and making it penal on oar commaoders. aa an 
fatdncanent to them to give up impcaasment and 

trust to the effect of such a law for securing to them 
the use of all their seaiiifD Our commissioners are 
to be immediatciy instructed to adhere to their origi- 
nal instmctiona, which made the imprcasment a sum 
qua non. 

K .fafr,.a7. FfmBl liadiaon, Dauton, Smith, fiod- 
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ncy. Agreed to dfadiarge all %ht mffltfai at the statlcms 

from the month of Cumberland upwards, to give up att 
tKMts and provisions seized (except Rl^nnerhasset's) 
Of pay the value, applying them in that case, to public 
me: to institute an inquiry Into tlie proceedings of fiurr 
and his adherents, from N. Y. to New Orleans, and par- 
ticularly to appoint good men at the following points: 
Pittsburg, Marietta, Wood cotmty, Cincinnati, Louis- 
ville, Nashville, \^cenne!i, St. Louis, Natchet, New 
Odeam, Statesbiirg, CSty of Washington, niiladcli^. 
New York and other points in that State, to take affi- 
davits. The Attorney General to prepare interroga- 
tories; the vessels in the Mediterranean to be relieved; 
the Act for 80,000 volmteets to be comndttad to goT- 
emors of Westeiv States for executioii. The Arkansas 
to be explored. 

Afar. 17. Present all. Britidi treatjr. Agreed that 

the article against iinpresstr ent shall be a Hne qua non, 
arcr>rd\ng to onr in'^tnictions of Frb, 3 So n!sn tho 
withdrawing the declaration ifspccting the French 
decree of blockade, or the modifying it so as not to adect 
^h^ treaty, and, as the traity is opened for these pttr« 
poses, endeavor to alter the following articles: 1. B< 
India trade, restore Jay's articles. 2. Keep thp one 
now in. 3. ^punge it, but on this head we are to 
enqnire of inerdhatits before wa send the instnictioti. 
Art. 8. Avoid, if possible, the expresa abandonment of 
free ships free goods. Art. 10. Have blockade de- 
fined according to the British note formerly received. 
Art. 17. Expunge stipulation to receive their vessels of 
war and cspedatty the humiliating stipulation to treat 
their oCBcers with respect, reserve the right to indemmfi- 
oatioos— Abaoltttely forbid tlie pr o p ose d oonventioa for 
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giving them a right to trade with the Indians ol Lotiisi- 
ana. Art. 5. Tonnage &c. Consult with merchants. 

A drciilar letter to the fovemon &e., for can ymg the 
Volunlecr Act in exccuiion wu agreed on. 

Persons were named for conducting inquiries into 
Burj's treasons, &c., ar.d liis associates, and Newark 
and ireulou in Jersey, and Newport in Kentucky were 
added. 

It was agreed that the seamen employed at New 
Orleans were to be considered and paid as militia at 
militia prices, and that the surplus pay stipulated to 
them should be paid out of the Navy funds. 

Apr. 3. Present the Heads of Departments. Agreed 

to propose to Great Britain not to employ any of her 
seamen, on her stipulataig not to impress from our 
ships; to endeavor to make the Article for indirect co- 
loadal conuneroe coextennve in time with the duration 
of the treaty; agreed abo to admit them under the for- 
mer treaty to pay no more duty on Indian goods im- 
ported by the Lakes than we take from our own people, 
on obtaining from them an acknowledgement of our 
* ri|^t to extend tiie regulation of Indian oommeroe with- 
in our limits to their traden as well as our own, as is 
the case with commerce in general in Atlantic States. 

The enquiry into Bi^rr's conspiracy to be begun by 
the Attorney General immediately. 

Jtdv 2, 1807. Present all the Heads of Departments 
and Attorney General. The Proclamation of this day 
unanimously agreed to. 

A copy of the Proclamation to be enclosed to the 
Governors. 

Recall all our vcssela from the Mediterranean, by a 
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▼esse! to ht ?;pnt express. 

Sm i tlie Ii i'Vfjif^r tn Kngland with despatches tn our 
minister demanding satisfaction for the attack on the 
ChcMpCAtef in wMch must be induiled; 1. A dit- 
ftvowal of the and of the principle of searching h 
public armed vessel. 2. A restoration of the men 
taken. 3. A recall of Admiral Barclay. Communi- 
cate the incident tvhkh has happened to Russia. Orders 
had been already issued for a court of Inquiry Ott Bamm. 
The vessels recnlled from the Mediterranean ate to come 
to Boston. When may be further orders. 

Jmiy 4. Present tbe same. Agreed that a call of oon* 

gress shall issue the 4th Monday of Aug. (24th) to meet 
the 4th Monday in October (26th) unless new occur- 
rences should render an earlier call necssary. Mr. Smith 
widied an eariier call. 

July 5. Present the same. It was agreed to call on 
the govertiors of the States to have their quotas of 
100,000 militia in readiness. The object is to have 
tlie jiortions on the sea-ooast ready for any cm e rg enqr, 
and for those in the North we may look to a winter ex- 
twdition against Canada. 

July 7. Present the Seoetatiea of Slate and Navy, 

and Attorney General. Agreed to desire Governor of 
Virginia to order such portion of militia into actual 
service as may be necesasry for defence of Norfolk, and 
of the gunboats at Hampton and in Matthews county. 

July 26. Norfolk. Agreed that all the militia at 
this place, and on both sides of James river, be dis- 
missni, except: 1. An artillery company, to serve the 
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spare gitns at Noifollc, and to be trained to their man- 
agement. 2. A trcx>p of cavalry, to patrol the country 
in the vicinity of the squadron, as wdl to cut off their 
mtfifSn M to fiv« nc^ioe of any sudden danger; to meet 
which the militia of the borough and neighboring coun- 
tries must hold themselves in readiness to march at a 
moDumt s warning, a major to command the two com- 
piles of artiUery and cavalry. Offensive meastixes. 

Prepare all necessaries for an atta^ of Upper Canada 
and the upper part of I<oi«er Cauda at ftr as the month 
of Richelieu river. 

Prepare also to take possession of the Island of Cani> 
pobdlo, ftc, in the Bay of PRSsamaquoddy. 

The poinu of attack in Canada to be.— 1. Detroit, 
2. Niagara, 3. Kingston, 4. MontieaL 

1. Detroit. 300 Uilitia of Michigan. 



2. Niagara. 1500 Militia irom Pennsylvania and 

CSenesee. 

One artillery company of icgulaia 
from NiacBia. 

1500 

3. Kmgston . 15U0 Miiitia irom New Yorit. 

ifioo 

.4. Montxeal IfiOO Militia from New York. 



lOOO Do. from the Sute of Ohio. 
100 R^ulars from Port Detroit, Port 
Wayne. 



1400 



2000 
1000 
1000 
6600 



Vermont. 

Massachusetts. 

New Hampshire. 
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6. Campobello. 600 Militia from Maiue. 

laaooifiutk. 

GcBcnd Offiem for the Attack on 
Detroit, Oeti. Hull. 
Niagara, 

Kingston, Gansevoort 
Montreal, 

Otmpobdlo, Cot TrcMotfc or Bfif . Gen. Cttaiidter. 

It ia understood that everything which is not already 
in the neighborhood of the places can be got, and miried 
u fast as tlie meii can be ooHected aii^ nmnhtA, except 
provisions to Detroit. 

Half tenti and travding carriages for attilfary to be 
made. 

Measures to be taken for obtaining information from 
Dsriolt fhfongli Gen. Hull.. 
Niagara, ErastuSOimnger. 

.Montreal, Saillee 
Quebec. 

Halifax— some pcfson to be coveted under a com- 
mission of ag^ency for. 

Some merchant who may have a vessel there under 
adjudication. 

The Secretary of Wa^ to fecontmeiid to the gu/erdots 
to pcess for twelve mouth vohmUm nnrfsr ihi loll Ad, 
rather than six months. 

Do. undtf the f ormei'. 

July 27. t>i?fensH'c mcfisures. 

The places netding defence divided into three tlasses: 
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1. — Where batteries only need be provided tQ be 
gtMldcd fai ttmUMMi by a finr HWn only, and to lie 
iMiiiied, ivlien a ee em ty, by adlitift. 

2. — Places whicfi, from their importance, require some 
Stronger deiense, but which, from the forts already 
bom. tlie difficidtjr of acocM Md fhe ttteofth of tiMir 
adjacent population, need only repaiz% some faMOn- 
•intembk a dd i tf om to tbeir works mid ponton^ 

Z. — Plaoei which, from their importance and eaie of 

access by land and water, may be objects of attack 
and which, from the weakness of their population, 
difficulties of defense, &c., will need particular attention 
' and iNwvMoii. In dirtributiag the sea ports Into fheat 
duMe their importencet to fv is depends on tbdr 

tonnage, collection of import, exports domestic and 
foreign, may be obtaiaed from a table prt;pared by the 
Secretary of tbe Treasury (which see). 

1st class may be taken from that table readily^per- 
haps some places not in tiiat may require some de- 
fence. 

Portimoulb, N. Ha 



WilouoftBO, N. C. 



froTid«p«« 

Ncif LoDdoD 
Saybrook 

New H«¥eo 
FhiUdelphi* 

WllmlngtOO, Dei. 

Baiiimore 
James River 
Ocnkcoke 



BottOQ 
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lVcww>rt 
New York 
Alraaadil* tad 
WMMmtM 
NorfbOT 
SmBM 
NtwOrlnH 



Ob IheWt dto ■vcccMiTcl^, cob* 
ImiiM took place, ao m to eoabli 
Ite SKwtaijr •! Wat «• naka • 
atatdar Mataneata* lo ttaa. 



/k/^ 28. The existing appropriations for fortifier* 
tions being not more than <iufrident for New York, Char- 
leston and New Orleans, it is tliought best to employ them 
entirely on tliose places, and leave the others till further 
ftppit0pristioii8« 

It is thought that the Secretary of the Navy shotild 
purchase on credit timber and other matpnal? for a great 
Btimber of gunboats, suppose 100, but that they should 
diiefly be of tboM Uiidi vAhlt nay be tncful lor fhe 
Navy dHMld Goiigt«w not avthoriie the fadhfidf gun- 
boats. 

Ako that he should purchase on credit 500 tons of 
saltpetre and 100 tons of sulphur on the presumption 
thftt CoflgraM will MtncUon ii 

Our stocic of swords, pistols and tnoftftti bdng not 
sufficient, the Secretary of War will talte tneastires for 
proctiring a supply of the two former articie.<), and will 
keep Traxett conalsttdy employed Is mking nuMiars, 
WilJl ft tudlcielii ftto^ be |»«vided. 

Tile Secretary of the Naw wiM take im mediate meas- 
ures for procuring from London 100 telescopes of about 
10 guinea price, for the establishment of telegrapHs. 

It is ftgteed that 16,000 teguhr troop* wOl be Z9' 
quisite for gftrrisons, and about as mr^ny mom as a dit> . 
potable ^ofc<^, niaicing |n .the whole 30,000 ref^tjlars. 

Vt' is also x^e^mmeiided'to tlid Sbcr^t^y.of tint ^avy '; 
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to fccnilt the whole ninnber of OHulMe ellowod by law* 
to wit, ehoiit lldO, prineiiMlly for the eerrice of the 
fwriioote. On the qneHioiir-^UQder what ciiciini- 
etaacco I tnay ocder Oecatiir to attade the JliitUb Tea- 
•da hi onr waters, it is the opinion that if they diould 
blockade any plaoej preventing venelt from enteriaf 
or going out, or proceed sj'stematically in taking our 
vcMcla within our waters, that the gunboata should at< 
tadc then, if tlicy can do it with a good prospect ol sue- 
ccw. But Decatur it not to do thb without oideia from 
me. Should they attack Norfolk, or enter Blizat>eth 
river, Decatur may attack them without waiting orders. 

In endeavoring to obtain informatiou ol the state of 
tlie British poets to l>e attacked, the following wiU be the 
proper ohjceta of enquiry : 

1. The regular force. 2. The force ol the militia 
they may command, and the temper and dispositioo 
of the people, and whether anned. 

8. The chaiacffr of the commanding officer. 

C The situation of the fort, whether in good repair— 
if requiring regular approaches— the rituation of tlwbr 
magasniee. ftc. 

6. Plans of the works ; maps of Che roads; what are the 
obstacles to the march of troops, &c. 

It b agreed that Congress shall be called to meet on 

Monday, the 26th of October, and that we will assembly 
- here on Monduy, the 5th Of OotObq:! %b» {^I0clamat|0|| 
id imm^tiiatelyi 
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Ux. Gftllatia's estimate. 
SQtOOO BMB tmplojrcd isliora aad in fiariMttt^ 

aoo— 0,000,000 

Navy 1,600,000 

Occasional militia 1,000,000 

Ordnaaoe, transport*. fortificatkMit 1,500,000 

tiiterett oti pabHe Mt 8.100^000 

in dvil expcinet .. 1.800»000 



18,000,000 

Waya and llaaiit. 

ft fi ltu t impost reduced by war to . ...... 8^000,000 

Additional datica and taacci 2,500,000 

Sides of land 500,000 

Defideucy to be supplied by annual loan .... 7,000,000 

18.000.000 

Besides which we must borrow annually the iottaUo 
meats of public debt becoming due that year. 

OeL 10, Pkcfleot the four Semtaflea, Agreed tmaiii- 

iaottsly that, in consideration of information received, 
as to the strength of the British pr«ts in Canada, 30OO 
inen (instead of 1600) must be nrdered against Niagara, 
and 800 only (hwtead of 1600) against Kingston. That 
In the ncMage at the opeafaig of Oongiev the tieaty 
and negotiations should not be laid before tliein, be* 
cause etiU depending. 

OHcbtt 28. Piveent alL The Oooatlttttlon ia to te- 

main at Boston, having her men discharged; the ti^il;^ 

Is to come to N York; the Chrsapt-nke is to remafn at 
Norfolk; snd the sending the U. S. frigate to New York 
is reserved ior further consideration, enquiring, in the 
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meantime, how early she could be ready to go. It is 
considered that, in case of war, these frigates would 
serve as receptadti for enlisting seamen to fill the gun- 
iMi^fa oocBsioiiallv. ■ • 

After agreeing u above, proceeding to consider how 
the crew of the ConsHtuHon should be paid off (the 
Navy funds being exhausted) before the m<;:eting of 
Congn^s, it was concluded that, in order to gain time 
till tfaeir meetittf , die CeusHMion AmM be bnoaibt 
rotiiul to N. York and the UmUi SUtUt be dcetM lor 
Boaton. 

(M. 31. Gunboats to be sUtkmed at N. York, 17 
•t Norfolk; 3 at Clnxlettoii, 16 at New Orleans and 8 
budding in Western country. They are to have eight 

men for the guns, three sailors for the sails, and to de- 
pend on militia of the place for the rest, a captain for 
cadi flotiUa. 

Nov. 26. — Present all the members. 
*' 27. — Do. except ] See a paper containing min- 
the Attorney General, utes of the proceedings of 
28.— Frcsent aU thciada]n»inw]iidkthenima 
the members. J no dissentient voice. 

Hov. 27. Present all Gov. Htill writes from De- 
troit, Nov. 8th, that he has called on the Goy. of Ohio 
for BOO atffitia infantry and a ctmipany ol hone, in oon- 
ic qu eace of a collection of Indians, kept at Amherst- 

burg, and other indications of war. General Dearborn 
having before directed Hull to strengthen his garrison 
(of 60 regulars) by calling into service ihree companies 
of militia of the place, thought it would be suffident if 
- we ordered three or four compaiiies more from OUOb 
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The other gentkfmen fhoflght we had bettfef let Hull's 

call take its course, being attentive the motnent ft- 
odve intelligence from Bngland to modify it accordingly. 
• Agreed tiiat in order ^ball be endoied to Gov« ttd- 
t>orae, to remove by military force intruder* btt the 
Batture under the Act of the last sessioti of Congress 

Information being received that great numbers of in- 
truder! have set down on the lands lately obtained from 
tlie Ctriftitiiwe «lid CteolMel, and piitledetly 
the Yazoo tract, and some also within the Cherokee 
lines, the Secretary at War is to give immediate OtAtn 
tot removing them by military force. 



fan. 25, 1808. Mr. Dawson called oh me and in- 
formed me that yesterday he was called on by a Mr. 
Hall, a native of the U. S., but a British subject, en- 
gaged In conneroe here, who told hln he had luld a 

vessel condemned at Halifax, and tvas goitt^ to Hnglahd 
to prosecute tite appeal. That, being acqtiaintrd with 
Mr. Erskine, and known also to Mr. Rose since his arri« 
he hflid hifuiiued thfeili« uid tiiey had dHit'efi hhli to 
be the bearer of their despatches, which wotdd he ready 
on the 27th These despatches he Said wduld be de- 
livered in a box, would contain all their communica- 
tiona to their Oo^erttmeat» oomfequently thdr opcm- 
tiOiii hcffe» faitrigueii e|iieit frielids, inforiBatiott, their 
Own views, prospects and designs. That he believed 
hig appeal would cost him as much an he should recover, 
that be was now a ruined man, bad been cruelly treated 
hjr Biiglaiid, therefore wUhed to qidt thftt eoniltfy Mhd 
become afi American. That, for a proper reward, (he 
did tiot sAy what) he would take the papers out of the 
bol which should be delivered him, delitrer them to ttt. 
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^ the box with blajik papers^ letiira to N. York, and, 
jpuiking some exeuie for not going, he wotdd eenid tiie 
box to its addreis. He said we diould be on our gnerd, 
for that those ministers had many spies in Washington, 
and one in the President's bouse, who informed them of 
everything passing. This man is known to have been 
macb •ttended to fay Srildiie, to hKw been t hit par- 
ties, at tliow of Taylor, &c. 

My answer to Mr. Dawson was that the Goveimneat 
would never be oonoemed in any transaction of that 
cbaracter; that moral duties were as obligatory on 
mtioiisucMiiBdivtiliHte, that, even hi point of faiterest, 
a diaracter of good faith was of as much value to a 
nation as an individual, and was that by which it would 
gain most in the long run. That, however, he might 
aanire Halt that we would keep hit lecret llr. Damon 
bad conralted with Mr. Nicholaa on thu commimiration^ 
and, after I had given him the above answer, I men- 
tioned it to Mr. Madison, who approved of it. 

Apr. 6, '06. Present the four Secretariei. Havhif 
now 100 gunboats builduig, and about 70 in service we 

agreed that 20 should be stationed at New Orleans, with 

20 men in each, about half a dozen to be kept in differ- 
ent places, fur eniorung the embargo, wilii eight or ten 

men each. Of the icaidue, keep on the stodcs aa many 
aa we can by agreement, for preservation, and to all 

the rest allow two men each. Let the frigutes and 
sloop remain where they are, with about twenty or 
thirty men each to keep them clean. Which will re- 
duce the number of seamen to less than OOOi The otl- 
ginal establishment, as the law on which the Ftodama- 
tion is founded expires with the end of this session, it is 
rather believed that its renewal would not renew the 
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Ptx)clatnation ; and, as it would be disagreeable eitber 

to renew or revoke !t, we eondude to !et it go off in that 
doubtful which may afford a rfa*5on for not pro- 
ceeding to actual hostilities against British armed ves- 
sels entering our waters. We agree to renew the call 
for the 100,000 militia and volunteers. 

Jmm SO, '08. Present the foitr SecRlafie* and At- 
torney General. Ninety-siT appTleations for permifl- 
sioo to send vesaeb out for property. Agreed as general 
tidet, 1. Unt ao pertuisrion iSulSL be ftuited after 
the — — . 2. None to Europe, becatMe of the 

danger of the capttire or detention of the vessels, and 
rioney can be drawn thence so easily by bills, and to such 
advantage by the favorable exchange. 3. None to 
AdSf of the oontJiickit of Afilce, except Ifogedoiei 4i 
None to South America beyond the line. Fft>m mdi 
distances vessels could not return before war may take 
place. Agreed to continue the regulation of Mr. Galla- 
dmdtf of tlAy 20th, except that It may be tckttd 
ai to tcMdi tisuiilly tmplojFtd in tbe ooaalliif tiade. 
This has a special view to the relief of North Carolina, 
tliat ber com and lumber may be sent coastwise. The 
Chesapeake being manned may be sent on a cruise from 
SL Uarjr*! to Paasamaqunddy. ISvo gniiboatt aie to 
be litdlt on I,ake Giamplain and one on Lake Ontario. 
As many as conventerit of the troop? now raising are to 
be rendezvoused along Lake Ontario and the St. Law- 
rence. A copy of the Attorn^ General's opfadom on 
the nundamus issued to Theos in South Carolina to be 
sent to the District Attorney, with instructions to op 
pose all future attempts of the kind, and Tbeus to be 
reprimanded for liis countenance to the procedure. We 
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are agreed that a mistioo to St PetOlliWi li fiqicd- 
kot; the time not now decided. 

July 6» '06. Fment the four Secretaries and At- 
torney General, 1. England revokes her orders of 
November and January. Shall we suspend the em- 
tMrgo laws as to her? Answer, unanimously, we shall. 

2. U die levofcei the Older of NovemlwraloQe? Aonvcr, 
we shall suspend, the Attorney GenenI elooe Jjltentipf. 

3. If she revokes the order of November as to our own 
produce only? Aaswer, muuiimouslyj not to suspend, 
but in that eeie to call Ooiigcctt at «a cedier ditj. If 
B^anee fcpeate her Berlin and Milan decree* and re- 
stores the property sequestered. Shall we sospend the 

embargo laws as to her? 

Answer. — Call Congre&s and declare the embargo 
faiwBastoFlraaoesiiBpcndcdin Udays. Ifr. Ifadiwnto 
strongly opposed to this latter port— Hhe suspension'-* 
because it lets our vessels fall hito the hands of Bng- 
land and so pre-detenniaes the question of war. If 
ttie emhaifo hi suapeaded as to one of the powers, it 
nuist be so as to the whole worid except the other power 
and all other nations havinf similar decrees or orders 
cxistiag against ua. 

October 22, '08. Present the four Secretaries. (I) 
Intruders on the new purchase south of the Tennessee. 
2. On the Indian lands (Choctaw and Cherokee) on 
each side of that purchase. 3. On the north side of 
Red River Agreed unanimously as to the first to 
appoint a Register and he to give notice to all the in - 
tnideis to eonie In ■«m1 malDe a drrlaratlnin thev 
have no dain to the iBTfi ht and tfiat a military lie sent 
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III ttit «t>rinf to icttove dl irtw do not There li a 
ColoMl HtnrisoO daitniiig ftnd surveying under Cot«, 

who profjfiblv will not disclaim ri^ht nnr! will therefore 
be tttnovable without disturbing the others who are teid 
to 1)6 Imilitlriota ncii of property and dtspoaed to obey 
the laws. The land (rfBee eea be opened in tbe tprbig 

which settle everythjng, 

2. As to intruders on the Indian lands, give notice 
to depart, and if they do not, remove them in the spring 
bjr taOSHMTf fbfefe, eaoepi from DottUdieeds' lend. S. 
Ai to thote 6n Red River, tet them alone and get Con- 
gress lo extend the land law to them, as they are con- 
veniently situated to support New Orleans. Unani- 
iliousty agreed to. Onkr the dekchiiiettt of 100,000 
lliett under the lawol Iwl wttloai, to be keody eody hi 
the ipHtig that we may be ptvfimA for any dumle in 
. our foreign relations. 

Uiwnimously agreed in the sentiments whidi should 
■bfe tm-autliotitadTely fexpteaeed bf ottr ofente to In- 
fluential pet^hS in Cuba btid Mexico, to wit, "If you 
remain under the dominion of the kingdom and family 
of Spain, we are contented ; but we should be extremely 
VtaiHlKng lo lee you pais under the dominion oT as- 
MUdency of I^ratice or England. In the ktter cases 
should yoTi cht>Ose to declare independence, we cannot 
tiow commit Ourselves by saying we would make com- 
inoli oMiM ivith you but must reserve ourselves to aofc 
UKat&la^ to the then esdstinf dmrnntuioei; but In our 
proceedings we shall be influenced by friendship to you, 
by e firm belief that our Interests are intimately con- 
nected, and by the strongest repugnance to see you 
tmder inbordfaiatlon to either Franee or Bn^od, either 
IMtitically or octtnitierckdly. Anderson, our consul, go- 
tag to BamuM, Is to be Instmeted accordingly; so is 
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HQ^m who is going to Mexico in quest of Pike's mea; 

and Burling is to be sent to the city of Mexico under 
pretext of searching for Pike's men also, but iu truth to 
communicate these seutimeaU to proper characters. 
CkiboiBe it to l» intrmted nifh them tho, to «mii* 
nnaieate ftcconlinf to tbe oocMiowhe may find. 

Novtmbtr Q, 1808. Conversation with Mr. Erskiae. 
He was mndi alanwd «t the oo overw tioa out of doors 
looldng Iflce a dedamtion of war with Gnat Britain. 

He spoke (dedaring that if he was an American he 
would so view the thing) as tbe most ratioual for us to 
let our commerce go out and take its chance and that 
we dundd deiead it i^lriMtall cqtia]ly,lndeed he aeenad 
to think it best we should dedbie affidait all. He Mid 
this would be viewed as so equal that no rancorous war 
wouki be waged by either and p^ce would be easy at any 
tlnw. I told 1^ that thtfe were but three alteroa- 
tivsa: 1, war, 2, embaifo^ 9, mbaussion, and that no 
American woidd hiok a nMwqent at the hat Be agreed 
to it 

I told him I thought it possible France might repeal 
her deereea as to us. yet I did not nndentand from Mr. 
Fiacfcney's conununications that England would even 
then revoke her decree; he declared in the most ex- 
pKdt terms she would. I then exphitned that the 
^encb repeal might only go to the hi^ seas. He ob^ 
served that he did not know that that could produce a 
repeal from Engknd becanae the exduafan of her nMr- 
cbandi<>e would remain. 

I observed to him that I thought England was 
operated on noch by ndsieptesentations and 6oni the 
errors of strangers who associated with but one party. 
He denied hiandf of that by aaying he mined nndi 
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wHh both, tnd cotild not be tnppoted to luiTe any Inter- 
est but in coming at the truth and oommttnicating it. 

I fioted to him the tone in the conversation of Mr. 
Canning in the month of June when Mr. Pinckney in- 
fctted tbe orden wottid be tevoked and the ttoolli ct 
Jnly when he was totally off. I intimated to him my 
StlSpicion thai ihe Halifax expedition w.-i5 intpnrfer! to 
support a hoped tDsurrection in Boston. He protested 
at once decidedly agdnst the trror of that suspicioa, 
tbat Ids nownnattt woiild not be 40 nninfenned as 
to think of coutenancing the taking adverse possession 
of a pTaee they could not hold many days, and that 
assuredly they had not a single hostile view towards this 
toilntfy, and tbal the people of England woe equally 
' Alrtlie to a rupture with us. He spoke of the situation 
of Spain and that Bonaparte would soon be ousted 
there. (He) Lamented the state of the world and I 
joined Kim in that and said, that if citbet Bonaparte or 
his king were to die ne woidd have peaoe. Re said the 
Praice of Wales wad as much an Anti-Bonapartian as 
anyfeody. That tie wa<? prrstiaded there cottid be no 
Safety in a peace with him which would let their navy go 
down atld fioiBft|Nl*te'tf get up. I obeerved, that went 
ftA /pthuAph of eiemal war. ' He said no; that that 
dinger woul^ he lessened hy Bonafiarte's death, or hy 
such a ifAxit of insurrection in the North as had ap- 
p i ia ln d ht Spain* 

! told hint t waft going out of the administration and 
therefore might say to him things which I would not 60 
were Ito remain in. I wislied to cwrrect an error which 
I at first thought his Government above being led into 
Irott 'tewa^Mipm. but I 4pprehend%d tiiey had adopted 
it; this was the supposed partiality of the Adminls- 
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agvinst England. 1 observed that when I came into 
the Administration there was nottiing I so much de^ 
ifacd s« to lie <m a footing of intimate fr|esi4dup with 
Bnchad; tbet I knew tonf m ihe ms oar fiiBod hq 

enemy could hurt ; that I would have sacrificed much tO 
have effected it and tlu reforo wished Mr. King tQ havt 
continued there as a favorable instrument; that if thcx^ • 
had been an equal diqwiitioa op their part | thought . 
it fnight have been effected ; that although the questloi| 

of impressments was difficult on th^ir side ^nd in- 
superable wiih us, yet. had that been the sole question, 
we might have shoved along, in the hope o| some com-« 
fHoiniie; that hideed thcce wt» a ^kwimI of aoeomod^- 
tion which his ministry had w two occasions yielded 
to for a short time, but retracted; that during the ad- 
ministration of Mr. Addington and the short one of Mr, 
Fox, I bad hoped such a friendship practicable, but tiuit 
diiiii^ all other admfaiistfattoat I had aeen a tidrii to 
adverse to us that I now detpahcd of any diattge; that 
he might judge from the communications now before 
Congress whether there bad been any partiality to 
France to whom he would see we had oever made the 
omMiDBtiofi to rawoike the iminfiWitflv whidi 

we did to England and again that we had lemoiiv 
strated strongly to them on the style of Mr, Giam»' 
pagny's letter but had not tQ England on that of CaJH' 
ning equally offensive; that the letter of Canning now 
fcadiof to Congrcw waa written in ^ h%h fttpcf and 
would be stinging to every American breast. 

He admitted Mr. Canning wrote Strongly and spok^ 
strongly, always taking the highest ground. \ told 
hin) it WM aa anliappy talent, that nothing enalM.a 
nan to get akmg ht huMpflff ^ Wu • amooth tam*- 
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with Enghlid M tlie fedentisU charged us, and I feared 

his Govcrtimpnt mif^lit bplicve, nothing would have 
been so easy when the Chesapeake was attacked, and 
when even the federalists themselves would have con* 
curredf but on the oontnty that our endeavor* had 
been to cool down our countrjrmen and carry tt before 
the Govcmmpnt. He said it would have been very 
unjust to have made an individual act the ground of war, 
wkicii Ub Govftnuietit miglit and did dbavow. I 
agreed to that, but added that the same class of men 
had cotnmi'tted and were In the habit of committinp «)o 
many atrocious insults on us, that it was impossible not 
to M tliem deeply; that I did not charge hb Govetn- 
nelit with approving all this, beouiae I bcHeved tli«t 
they could not control them ; that the officers were allied 
to the highest families in the kingdom, were supported 
by such an aristocracy as that no Minister dare move 
•ftiiMtoitt^ttfdeaalielMdfletedtt&e»fnfdaiid then tlic 
nation would support the Minister In dwoUng him. He 
taid I was much mistaken in supposing the Govern- 
tnent could hot control the officers of the navy; that 
thfve mt Midi « Intdtlttidc of applicants to tnter tbo 
navy as placed the whole very much under the power of 
the Ck»%'»'rt1 merit, ntid be^^irjes that they had stich a ntim- 
ber of officers beyond -what they could employ as made 
it easy for a Minister to leave any one unemployed. 

I told Um In the oonne of the coorcnntkMi thnt thto 
country would never, return to an intercourse with 
Enj^land while tho% orders of council were in force ; in 
some part of it also I told him that Mr. Madison (who 
H was pretty wdt teen wonld be my aueoenor» to wUdi 
he assented) had entertained the same cordial iviiliea as 
0i|8elf to be on friendly footing with England 

I.ltt^w4^tei.fa.,t|^^ to 
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kiae left me. | have always expressed the substance 
and very often tbe very words and phrases expressed. 
They were however mudt mote dilated than it here ex* 
pnMed on pftpcr. 

December 1, 1808 — Present the four Secretaries. 
The expeditioa prepared at Haiiiax, consisting ol 4000 
men, is bdieved to be kept in rauUnesa; in case war 
is declared by us, or obviously imminent, it is to go 
off instantly. Abandoning Upper Canada to us, and 
lake possession of New Orleans; wc threfure determloe 
unanimously that ail the new recruits from Pennsyl- 
vsnla Indnslvdy, aonihwardly end westwardly ahatl 
be sent off intmediatelx (being about 200 men) those in 
the Atlantic states by sea, the Western down the Ohio 
end Mississippi, and provisions to be sent down the 
Mississippi with the men, if the state uf the river per- 
mits tibm to go; besides tlieie there ere 1000 of tlie 
old troops iriiicii can be rapidly brought to New Orleans; 
that we may count on 1000 good militia of New Orleans, 
and lUOO of Mississippi to be instantly commanded, 
maldng a force of 6000 men; that 30 gunboats shall be 
imvedietdy sent itito ILate'PontdiettrBin, end "we ere 
to ksk 3525 seamen for the ne'xt season, to 15 for 17 giin' 
boats, and the residue to fill tlie 11 small vessels we 
have from the John Adams, now a corvette, down. 
These 11 small vessels p9 be sent immediately to the 
eestemfMctstoenforoetbeeinberio. We ere to iiader- 
teloe to meke the eenel et New Oikens, eost It wfaet it 
wiU. 



Ftbrmry I, 1809. — Present all. On the execution 
of the act for emplbyinf u eddliiooel navel focoel 
AfM' i;' T6'Ma mth'io maii'llie'ao gdiifibto'tti 
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proeeed to New Orfeaiu. 3. A» numj m wU! inaa 
80 more to be sent to different ports to support the 
emfcarpo 3 To man the small vessels below the 
•ize of a frigate. 4. To man the Constitution. By 
the tine these are raised we diall know whether the 
cnhBtfO, wMr» or whet die b to be the stale of llihigs. 
The OieMiwolBe It to pnettd hutantly to Boetofi. 

February 26. — Present, Secretary of State, Treasury, 
Navy, Attorney Oenent. Whet ordeis ilwlt be ghren 
as to English and Spanish ahtps attempthug to pass 

New Orleans for Baton Rouj^f? Answer, — English 
ships have been hitherto prohibited, that being the 
highest port of entry. Spanish ships have been per- 
mitted to go upb except wiiett havhif dnm oil bontd 
Let tldngs continue so till Congress rises, whett thelt . 

|>roceed5n^ will decide what should be done. 

Agreed that orders shall be given to the military to 
temove squatters from the lands of the Chickasaws, 
qwoheei, and Chochlnws^ fSMcpt Oonbleheed's tc> 
Icm tod Waffoid't iettlenettt.' 
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FIRST INAUGURAL ADDRESS 
or 

THOBtAS JEPFERSON 
tMritid M Waifalnglon^ D. C, Mifdi 4» 1001. 

Friends and Fellow Citizent — 

Called upon to undertake the duties of the first exe- 
cutive office of our country, I avail myself of the ptt»- 
ttoe of tlitt tmrtkM off my fdlow>dtiietit whldi it hstm 
MKftDbled to express my srttcfkil thanks for the favor 
with which thry have bren pleased fo look toward mp, 
to declfirc a sincere consciousness that the task is above 
my talents, and that I approach it with those anxious 
waA ftwfid ptesentiimiitt wliicli the gtcatneM of tbe 
diarge and the weakness of Illy powers so justly inspire. 
A rising nation, spread over a wide and fruitful land, 
traversing all the seas with the rich productions of their 
industry, engaged ill commerce with nations who feel 
fnmv and fotfet Hflit, advaadiif nfiidly to datiniea 
b^ofid tbe twch of mortal eye — ^wlWB I contemplate 
time tnnNendciit objecti» and aee the boaor, tbt 
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bappiness, and Ubit iopM of tiib bdoved cointiy con- 
nittcd to tiic iMiie mad tfaeowpfettof tUidsy, IMak 

from the ooctemplation, and humble myself before, 
the mag-nitude of the imdertaking. Utterly, indeed, 
should I despair did not the preaeooe of many whom 
I bcie see icadiid me Hiot In tlw otber Ugb autlioritiet 
prayidcd by our eonstltution | ihall And ntoiiroes of 

wisdoTD, of virtue, and of zeal on -^vhich to rely under all 
difficulties. To you, then, gentlemea, who are charged 
with the sovereign functions of legislation^ and to those 
•saodtttd Willi yon, I look with eocoimgaBcat forttol 
guidance and support whidi my cuabk us to steer witti 
safety the vessel in which we are alt embvlECd fUttfitt 
the Lonflcting elements of a troubled world. 

During the contest ol opinion through which we have 
l^jgeil the fttiw^t ifwi of dfi n*T ittk** w and of fBfrf foi w 
hai aoiiietiiiwa worn an aspect which mi^t impose on 
strangers unused to think freely and to speak and to 
write wJiat tbey think; but this being now decided by 
the voice oi the nation, announced according to the 
ndea of the Ooostifution, oH wiU» of cofim^ ommge 
themselves under the wfllol the law, and unite in oooip 
mon efforts for the common good. All, too, will bear 
n mind the sacred principle, that though the will of 
the majority is in all cases to prevail, that will to be 
fightfid mult bo fwaniMible; that the ndaoiity p ow w 
their equal rights, whidi equal law must protect, and 
to violate would be oppression. Let us, then, fellow- 
dtixens, unite with one heart and one mind. Let Ut 
restore to social intercourse that harmony and offectloo 
without which liberty and even life itadf are but dreary 
things..^ And let us reflect that, having banished from 
our land 'that religious intolerance under which man- 
kind so long bled and suffered, we have yet gained little 
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if we couctenance a political intolerance as despotic, 
as wicked, and capable of as bitter acd bloody perse- 

ctitiiMiir 

Bdffaig the tiuMS ■nd ooovubiaiii of the ftndent 
norld, duil^f fhe timiiiiiif fpAmis cf iafiiiiatied iiitii« 
Iff ling fhroqgh blood and ikiigliter lib kutf -loot liberty* 
it was not wonderful that tin igHition of the billows 

s!houIc! rrach even tins distant nnH p^'nceftil sliore; that 
this should be more felt and fearer! by sonic and less by 
others, and should divide opinions as to m^sures of 
Mfety. But «vctj dHfcfdioe of opfadoo is not a differ- 
ence of principle. We have called by different name* 
brethren of ttie Same principle. We are all Republicans, 
we are all Federalists. II there be any among us who 
iNwId wish to dinolve iiili tJnioii or to dtange ita fo- 
poUleaii fbnn, let tbem ottnd nndistttrbed as memt- 
meats of the safety with which error of opinion may be tol- 
erated where reason is left free to combat it, I know, in- 
deed, that some honest men fear that a republican gov- 
tttmai call Hot be strong, thit tUft GomBnetit ii not 
Itroog Moagli; but woidd tii« honest pttriot, in the fdU 
tide of sticcessful experiment, abandon a ^vemment 
which has 50 far kept m free and firm on the theoretic 
and visionary fear that this Government, the world's 
best hope, may by possibility want energy to pwsert r e 
itsdf ? 1 trast not. t tidieve tl^ on the contrary, the 
Strnrgest Government on earth. I believe il the only 
one where every man, at the call of the law, would fly 
to the standard of the law, and would meet invasions of 
Uie imbHe older as hto own personal concern, some* 
timet it is said that man cannot be truattd w!th the 
government of him?ielf Can he then, be trusted with 
the government of oth»a? Or have we found angeb in 
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the forim of kmgt to gov«» him? Let faiftory aanrcr 

this question. 

Let us, then, with courage and confidence pursue 
our own Federal and Republican principle^ our attach- 
tttCDt to tmuMi ftod lepraMntAtive govemmeiit Kindly 
•efMtfated by nature and • wide ocean from the ex- 
terniinating havoc of one quarter of the globe; too high- 
minded to endure the deg^radation of the others ; possess- 
ing a chosen country, with room enough ioT our descend- 
ant* to • thomandth and thouaanddi gencmtioo; enter* 
tainingaduesenseof our equal right to the WW of onronm 
faculties, to the acquisitions of our own industry, tO 
honor and confidence from our fellow-citizens, re- 
suiting not fom birth, but ftom our actions and their 
•eoK of them; enUi^teaed by n benign ii^fion« pxh 
leased, indeed, and practiced in various iatwn, yet all 
of them inculcating honesty, truth, temperance, grati- 
tude, and the love of man; acknowledging and adoring 
mi ofvcmiUnf ftovidaice, which by nil its diqienn- 
tiont pnrttM that it ddights in the bappmcM of nuui 
here and his greater happiness hereafter — with all these 
blessings, what more is necessary to make us a happy 
and a prosperous people ? Still one thing more, leiiow- 
dtiaent-^ triie mid frngal Government, nUch ahnll 
fOtiain men fmn injuring one another, dmll 
leave them otherwise free to regulate their own ptusuits 
of industry and improvemoit, and shall not take from 
themoothof hbortiiehnndltlMscnnMd. Tbitittfae 
■am of good government, and this is neoesmry to dose 
the circle of our felicities 

About to enter, fellow-citizens, on the exercise of 
duties which comprehttnd everything dear and valu- 
•ble to yon» it is proper yon should nndetstand what I 
dsoB tiw cmmtisl piincipks of our Govcnment, and 



ANAS «/ THOMAS JEFFERSON, 281 



QOtiieqneiitIf tiiMe wtiidi oagbt to lliApe itt admiiib- 
tuitioillt I will coinpress them nifUn Uie narrowett 
compass they will bpar, stating the |^<'n*ral principlf, 
but not all its limitations. Equal and exact justice to 
$31 taen, of whatever tteU or pertuasion, religious or 
political; pcooe, commeree, and tioiiett irien«lfllii|> with 

all nations, cntanglinj^ alliances vrith none; the stipport 
of the State governments in all their rights, as the most 
competent administrations for our domestic concerns, 
and tbe surest bulwatlct against antt-repubiieaa tendett> 
des; the preservation of the Oeneral Oovemnient in its 
whole con^tittittonal vigor, as the sheet anchor of our peace 
at home and safety abroad; a jealous care of the right 
ot detetioa the people^^i tnUd ittd ttle eotreetivfe 
ol atMttH which are lopped hy the iwocd of revolution 
wftpre p^'scrablc remedies are iinprovi'tfed; absdlute 
acquiescence in the dedsions of the majority, the vital 
^findple of republics, from which is no appeal but to 
fcfee, ttie vital prindple and imiHfdiata parent of dea> 
potitm; a well-disdpUned militia, otu- b^t rdience in 
peace and for the first moments of war, til! reptilars may 
relieve them; the supremacy of the dvil over the tniU- 
tat^ aatlKrtityi eootaonif Itt the public expense, that 
boot iuay be lightly bunteiied; the honeat payment of 
ottr debt! and sacred preservation of the public faith; 
ehcouragemeat of agriculture, and of commerce as its 
haialMiaid ; tha diffusion oi information and arraign- 
neat ot an abmea at the bar of the pnhUe teaaon; ftte- 
dom of religion; freedom of the press, and freedom of 
person tinder the protection of the habeas corpus, and 
trial by juries impartially selected. These ptindples 
form the bright ooostellation which has gone before 
us and guided ottr litq>S through an aje of revolution 
iiMl reCoraiatioiL The wisdom of our aagel md blood 
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of onr heroes have been devoted to their attain meat. 

They sliould be the creed of our political faith, the text 
of civic instruction, the touchstone by which to try the 
services oi- those we trust ; and j^houid we wauder irom 
ffaem in nomciita of eiror or of alatnip let iit huten tQ 
retrace our steps and to regain the foad whkli atom 
leads to peace, liberty, and safety. 

I repair^ then, feliow-utizens^ to the post you lu^yc 
assigned mt, WOi ttp tt k ttBB enough in tnboidinnte 
oJDecato have seen the difficulties of this the greatest of 
allt I have leamt to expect that it will rarely fall 
to the lot of imperfect man to retire from this station 
With the reputation and the lavor wluch hring him mto 
it Witbottt {MCtensloat to that Ugb crwifidence yon 
reposed in our first and greatest revolutionary character, 
whose preeminent services hnd entitled him to the first 
place in his country's love und destined for him the 
fairest page in the volume of faithful history^ I ask so 
much confidence only as may give firmness and effect 
to the legal admlnistratioQ of yoiu* aflfairs. I shall often 
go wrong through defect of judgment. When right, I 
shall ofteu be thought wrong by those whose positions 
ivm not command a view of the fdmie grouml. I ask 
your indulgence fw my oitn atror^ which wiU never be 
intentional, and your support against the errors of 
others, who may condemn what they would not if seen 
in all its parts. The approbation implied by your suf> 
bage la a great consobtlini to me for tlie past, and my 
future solicitude will be to retain the good opinion of 
those who have bestowed it in advance, to conciliate that 
of others by doing them all the good in my power, and 
to be testnuttCttta] to tiie bappinem and liMdom of aB. 

Rdying, tlien, on the patronage of your food wi]|» 
I advance nith obedience to the work, ready to letbe 
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from it whenever you become sensible how iliach better 
choice it is in your power to nake. And tnay tiiAt 
Infliiite Pbwcf ttUdi ndct tiis dtrt Intel tlM mivtfw 
lead our councils to what is best, and give them ft Cavor> 
abla iMoe ior fonr peace and proape ri ty* 
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